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America, and rock is a sorlly In the
superrnarkets, Buf with baby boomers
having come of age, one only can
expect that more of their music will be
played in places where they are invited
{0 spend money.

It vaay not be long belore grocery
retailers alter thiz trend to maximize
the benefits to themselves. Any day
now, some lttle wise guy with an MBA
might pipe up at a board meeting and
say, “If we are going to play all this
clagsic rock in our stores, why don’t we
concentrate on playing songs about '
fnod and songs by bands that have food
nameg?”

Power of suggestion could be
heightened by playing different music

. . .Rentie Grove

Continued kom 1

grew up and still resides in Morih Tules,
but he remembers holiday visits to his
aunt’s Rentie Grove home.

Jewadaselicontained farming com-
raymnity,” he said. “Many homes had gar-
dens and fruit {rees. I distinetly remem-
ber picking peas in the pez priches dur-
ing the Depression.”

Photographs of his aunt’s home reveal
s well-manicured lawn with flowering
bughes and wide-open spaves where now
there are homes and businesses.

“There were sugar-cane fields and
sweet potatoes that grew this big,” Will-
iarossald, indicating the size of a foothall.
“There were waiermelons apd canta-
loupes, bul very Httle cotion in that ared,

“Tremember church sociais with planks
sef on saw horses filled with the most
fantastic foods — jelly cakes duee and
fouy layers high”

Farnilies still gather at the sinall Rentie
Grove Community Cemetery near 95th
Street and South Harvard Avenue on
Merorial Day. Williame said that within
the past few years he had 1o fight to zave
the cemetery frombeing wiped out by the
construction of the Creek Turnpike and
also from an atternpt to make that part of
Harvard Avenue a private, gated road.

Willinins said many of the Rentie Grove
residents worked in Tulsz as laborers. He
sald some worked at a coal mine near
where the Tulaa Fairgrounds is now.

Former Hentie Grove resident Dorothy
Thompson sald many residents worked
at a dalry near 91st Street and Harvard
Avenue. Her brother, Paul Washington,
recalled working on a cotton farm across
from the Booker T. Washingion Cem-
etery, located on 8lst Sirest east of
Harvard Avenue. The cemetery is still
there, but the cotton farm ig now an up-
scale housing subidivision.

Longtime residents moved out during
the 1960s and 1970s. Some say the exodus
was because the school was closed. Oth-
©rs say it was because offers for the land

MNewcomers Will Meet o

Newconmers to Tulsa are invited fo a
pienic at 10 a.um. Monday at Jeoks Park at
Eim Street and Main Street.

The eventis one of many sponsored by
the Tulsa Newcomers Club, anid Barbara
Lanary. People who aitend should bring
their own food. (hildren con participats
inom sdding toy devorating conlest.
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wack from the Beailes' atbum “Sgi.
Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band,” the
Strawbervy Alavm Clock’s “Incense and
Peppermints,” James Brown’s “Mother
Popcorn,” Donovan's “Mellow Yellow,”
the Rolling Stones’ “Brown Sugay,” the
Hxchies' “Sugar, SBugar,” the Steve Miller
Band's “Wild Mountain Honey,” Van
Morvison’s “Tupslo Honey" and Bobby
Goldsboro’s “Honey.”

On second thought, forget that last
one. )

Anything by Cinger Baker could go
in the spices and haking needs
category, 0o,

Shoppers could make rneat, pouliry
and seatord selections to songs from
the Who's “Meaty, Beaty, Bigand

became too good to refuse aa Tulss grew
southward. ' :

The Morth Tulsa Rentie Grove Baptist
Church is planning 1o celebrate its 88th
anmniversary in Movember, said the Rov.
W. B. Rowland, who has been pastorsince
1875 - twe years before the church sold
its original building and moved to North
Tolsa.

Rowiand lived in Renile Grove as a
child with his pavents, Tuckerand Adiee,

“I remember going 1o school in the old
three-room school building o the.late
18940s,” Rowland said.

“Atonetimeithad 12 grades, butwhen
I went there, it only had classes through
the seventh grade, Btudents then were
bussed to Carver Junior High and then to
Booker T. Washington High School.”

Rowland, who graduated from Wash-
ington in 1857, said he remembers the
one-mile walk to ihe bus stop and the
long ride 10 the Morih Tulss schools be-
fore integration,

He said his father was a shavecropper
and the crops grown in the svea included
corn, soy beans, alfaifs, hay and oats,

Bowland said he alaso remicmbess
“stomping the silog” to pack downwhent
at the Aller Ranch in Bixby,

tie said he remerobers packed church
services during which the mensatonone
side ofthe aisle and the women satonthe
other. Healsorecalls church socials, play-
ing baseball in a nearby fisld and being
bapiized in a pond near the Methodist
church.

He szid about 30 familics may have
Bvedihere whenhe was growing up. Many
families had 10 o7 morve childeen. But
when he returned in 1975, attendance at
the church was less than 10 people a
week. Despiie his efforts to organize a
bus mindisiry to bring children from Morth
Tulsa {0 the church, the decision was
raade 10 sell the building.

“1 couldn’t really tell you why (the
people moved),” he said. “f thiok it may

Jenks Park on Monday

Thegroup also is planning a group tour
of the Tulsa Zoo. Interested persons
should bring thelr unch and meet i the
polar bear baliding ot 10 2.0m. Sept, 17,

Conary said the play group is com-
posed manly of vaothers with swall chil
dren, Anyone now to the Tulsa metropoli-
tan avea is invited,

of aléoholic beverages also would
relate to Frie Burdon's “Spill the Win
The music of Creedence Clearwat

Revival might inspive bottled water

sales.

Cream could be featured in the daj
aisle. Plenty of air time there also coy
go to John €. Louderniik and Paul
Putterfield,

Selections in the bakery could
inclide Don MacLean’s “American Pi
and anyihing by Vanilla Fudge,
Sagarloaf and Bread.

Music for the gourmet foods sectic
could include the Beatles’ “Savoy
Truffle,” cuis from the Rolling Stones
album “Goat’s Head Soup” and anyth
by Ambrosia.

Four mambers of the old Rentie Grove B
last waek in front of what is now the Zion
from left are Dorothy Thompson, Rean
Rowland. They are joined Zion Christion !
and Schubert's wife, Cathy.

have had something to do with the £
that they may have paid only $50 an a«
for their land, and when they realiz
they could get 300 percent more, th
took it.”

Bowland’'s father, Tucker, 34, said
remembers the dirt roads that were oil
and became slick when it rained.

“In Rentie Grove, the houses wt
pretiy close together,” the elder Rowla
=aid. “Some people owned a half-ac
some afourth, othershad maybe anacr

He said the neighbors were v«
friendly ard life was peaceful there,

Several peopde whe were ingorview
for this gtovy gald they hope the oyigh
Rentie Grove Baptist Church building v
be put on the National Registry of I3

&t

R R T e A e L



T O T T A T O T e

i




T AP TR

MAGAZINE JUNEWhE?

Another iink to Tulsa's past
has given way to progress,
while another faces a brighter
1OMOIrow,

Bentie Grove was an
alt-black community founded
around the turn of the
century in the area of what is
now 8 1st Street and Harvard
Avenue.

Among the last remnants
of Rentie Grove was a rock
wall on the northwest corner
of that intersection. Street

commumty stretched from
71st to 91st streets™along
Harvard. He recalled that a
Methodist church stood
along 83rd Street at the site
of a Safeway store today.

Rentie Grove had 1ts own
post office from 1904 until
1809

In “"Tune of the Hickory
Stick,” a history of Jenks
Publc Schools by Joyce
Elhott Nichols, Rentie Grove 1s
described as a “'black
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improvernents and an
intersection-widening project
begun during the winter
claimed the wall that ninged
the grounds of the Bentie
Grove schoof.

The.school closed in 1955,
a casualty of integration. The
wooden structure remained
until the early "60s when it
gave way to suburbia. And,
with it went Rentie Grove.

The final physical link to
Rentie Grove is due a more
honorable fate. The white
frame Baptist church that has
stood abandoned and alone
on the west side of Harvard
near 83rd Street is about to
be given a second iife.

Hugh and Pearl Fassett
recently purchased the
structure and the three-acre
plot on which it stands.
Fassett is pastor of the Zion
Christian Church and he plans
1o restore the wooden
building to its original state
{with heating and arr
conditioning added) to house
his congregation.

Arnold Williams is the
unofficial historian for Rentie
Grove. It was his home as a
youngster. He said that the

A latter-day photo of the Baptist church in Rentie
ﬁroye near _83rd Street and Harvard Avenue.
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communily composed of
mainly farmers, laborers and
household workers who lived
along Harvard Avenue on the
Freedmen alldtments of
Stephen and Luthis Rentie.”

When Rentie Grove school
was closed, the children
attended Jenks schools.
Jenks East Campus
{elementary school and
muddie school) 1s located on
the northeast corner of 91st
and Harvard, site of the first
Rentie Grove general store.

"Tune of the Hickory
Stick™ also included the
following passage:

"A pitcher pump that
served the school, as well as
the water needs of most of
the families in the Rentie
Grove area, sat atop a
concrete slab that rested
about two feet above the
ground. The slab set back
from the mntersecton at an
angle that allowed
horse-drawn wagons 1o pull
off the roadway -and fill their
barrels and tubs for
household use from the
pump. The pump stood for
many years after the school

was abandoned.”” 3 /"
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