
City of Palm Desert, CA
Sunday, July 12, 2026

Title 25. Zoning

Chapter 25.16. COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
DISTRICTS

§ 25.16.030. Allowed Land Uses and Permit Requirements.

Table  25.16-1  (Use  Matrix  for  Commercial  and  Industrial  Districts)  identifies  allowed  uses  and
corresponding permit requirements for commercial and industrial districts and all other provisions of
this title. Descriptions/definitions of the land uses can be found in Chapter 25.99 (Definitions). The
"Special  Use  Provisions"  column  in  the  table  identifies  the  specific  chapter  or  section  where
additional regulations for the specific use type are located within this title.
Use regulations in the table are shown with representative symbols by use classification listing: "P"
symbolizes uses permitted by right, "A" symbolizes uses that require approval of an administrative
use  permit,  "C"  symbolizes  uses  that  require  approval  of  a  conditional  use  permit,  and  "N"
symbolizes uses that are not permitted. Uses that are not listed are not permitted. However, the
Commission may make a use determination as outlined in Section 25.72.020 (Use Determinations).

Table 25.16-1: Use Matrix for Commercial and Industrial Districts
Commercial/Industrial District

(P=Permitted; A=Administrative Use Permit; C=Conditional Use
Permit; N=Not Permitted)

OP PC-1 PC-2 PC-3 PC-4 SI
Special Use
Provisions

Residential Uses
Caretaker housing N N N N N P 25.16.040.A
Condominium C C C N C C 25.16.040.B/2

5.42
Dwelling, duplex C C C C C C 25.16.040.B
Dwelling, multifamily C C C C C C 25.16.040.B/2

5.42
Dwelling, single-family C C C N C C 25.16.040.B
Group home C C N N C C 25.16.040.B/2

5.42
Single-room occupancies N N N N N C
Homeless shelter N N N N N P
Recreation, Resource Preservation, Open Space, and Public Assembly Uses
Amusement facility, indoors N N C C C N
Amusement facility, out‐
doors

N N N C C N
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Table 25.16-1: Use Matrix for Commercial and Industrial Districts
Commercial/Industrial District

(P=Permitted; A=Administrative Use Permit; C=Conditional Use
Permit; N=Not Permitted)

OP PC-1 PC-2 PC-3 PC-4 SI
Special Use
Provisions

Community facility N N N N N P
Day care center N A A A A N
Emergency shelters N P N N N P
Entertainment facility, indoor N N N P P N
Entertainment facility, out‐
door

N N N P P N

Institution, educational C C C N N C
Institution, general C N C N N C
Institution, religious C N C N N C
Open space (developed or
natural)

N P P N P N

Recreation facility, commer‐
cial

N N P P P N

Recreation facility, private N N N P P N
Theater/auditorium N N P P N N
Utility, Transportation, Public Facility, and Communication Uses
Commercial communication
tower

C C C C C C 25.16.040.C

Commercial parking lot C N N N N N
Public utility installation N N N N N P
Public facility (utility or ser‐
vice)

N N N N N P

Utility facility N N C N N P
Retail, Service, and Office Uses
Accessory massage estab‐
lishment

P N P P P N 25.34.160

Adult entertainment N N N N N C 25.16.040.D
Ancillary commercial A P P P N A 25.16.040.E
Art gallery A P P P P C
Art studio A P P P P C
Bed and breakfast N A A A A N
Business support services N N N N P P
Cannabis Storefront retail N C C C C N 25.34.120
Cannabis testing and re‐
search laboratory

N N N N N N 25.34.120

Convention and visitors bu‐
reau

N N P N P N

Drugstore N P P P N N
Financial institution C P P P N N
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Table 25.16-1: Use Matrix for Commercial and Industrial Districts
Commercial/Industrial District

(P=Permitted; A=Administrative Use Permit; C=Conditional Use
Permit; N=Not Permitted)

OP PC-1 PC-2 PC-3 PC-4 SI
Special Use
Provisions

Grocery store N P P P N N 25.16.040.F
Health club, gyms or studios N A P P P A
Hotel N A A A P N 25.34.070
Independent stand-alone
massage

N N P P N N 25.34.160

Liquor store N P P P N N
Liquor, beverage and food
items shop

N P P P P N

Medical, clinic P N P P N N
Medical, office P P P P N N
Medical, hospital N N N N N C
Medical, laboratory P N N N N P
Medical office, accessory N N N N N P 25.16.040.G
Medical, research facility P P N N N C
Mortuary N N N N N P
Office, professional P N P P P P
Office, local government P N N N N P
Office, travel agency P P P P P N
Outdoor sales N N A A A A
Personal services N P P P P N
Restaurant A A A A P A 25.16.040.E/H
Retail N P P P P N
Retail, bulky items N N N P P N
Spa N N P P P N
Time-share project N N N C C N
Veterinary clinics/animal
hospitals

A N A A N A

Pet boarding N A A A N A
Automobile and Vehicle Uses
Automotive rental agency N N N N P P
Automotive gasoline station N N C C N C 25.34.090
Automotive service facility N N C C N P 25.34.090
Automotive sales new and
used (indoor)

N N N N N A

Automotive sales new and
used (outdoor)

N N N N N C

Automotive sales of acces‐
sory parts and supplies

N N N P P N
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Table 25.16-1: Use Matrix for Commercial and Industrial Districts
Commercial/Industrial District

(P=Permitted; A=Administrative Use Permit; C=Conditional Use
Permit; N=Not Permitted)

OP PC-1 PC-2 PC-3 PC-4 SI
Special Use
Provisions

Vehicle storage facility N N N N N P 25.16.040.1
Industrial, Manufacturing, and Processing Uses
Cannabis cultivation N N N N N N 25.34.120
Cannabis delivery N N N N N N 25.34.120
Cannabis distribution N N N N N N 25.34.120
Cannabis manufacturing N N N N N N 25.34.120
Industrial planned unit de‐
velopment

N N N N N P

Light industrial and research
and development

N N N N N P

Maintenance facility N N N N N P
Pest control facility N N N N N P
Preparation of foodstuffs N N N N N P
Production of home and of‐
fice decor accessories

N N N N N P

Warehouse or storage facil‐
ity

N N N N N P

Temporary Uses See Section 25.34.080

1 The establishment may be permitted with an administrative use permit but may be elevated to
a conditional use permit at the discretion of the ZA based on: parking, traffic, or other impacts.

(Ord. 1259 § 1, 2013; Ord. 1277 § 4, 2014; Ord. 1279 § 6, 2015; Ord. 1302 § 2, 2016; Ord. 1324 § 5,
2017; Ord. 1329 § 3, 2017; Ord. 1384 § 1, 2022; Ord. 1393 § 10, 2023; Ord. 1405 § 1, 2023; Ord.
1411, 4/25/2024; Ord. No. 1416, 8/22/2024)
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