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BUSINESS // HEALTH CARE

University Health System scoops up land on Loop 1604
for future hospital
Laura Garcia
Sep. 25, 2020 Updated: Sep. 25, 2020 8:10 a.m.

University Health System is laying the groundwork for a hospital on the far West Side, one of the
fastest-growing parts of San Antonio.

It would be taxpayer-funded UHS’ second hospital. Its �agship University Hospital, with 700 beds,
is in the South Texas Medical Center.

Of�cials say they’re still early in the planning for the new facility.
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Yet the system’s board of managers agreed Aug. 25 to spend $13.4 million for a mostly vacant 80-
acre tract of land, according to meeting minutes. The greenbelt is between Culebra and Shaen�eld
roads, alongside Loop 1604.

George Hernandez, UHS’ president and CEO, said the acquisition will set a “foundation for future
growth” as the system acts on its long-term plan to build additional hospitals across the city.
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He expects to close on the purchase soon but hasn’t set a timeline for design work and
construction of the hospital.

UHS is acquiring the land from Creamer Ltd., an af�liate of Rick Sheldon Real Estate LLC
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Proposed location for new UHS hospital
Photo: Michael Fisher/ San Antonio Express-News
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On ExpressNews.com: UT Health San Antonio to build teaching hospital, strengthen partnership
with UHS

On Wednesday, the city’s planning commission OK’d changing the designated use of a 32.2-acre
section of the property from “mixed use” to “community commercial.”

The city’s zoning commission will vote Oct. 6 on whether to rezone the tract, which would clear
UHS to build an acute care hospital with a helicopter landing pad.

Two years ago, health care consulting �rm Blue Cottage conducted a market analysis for the Bexar
County Hospital District, the public agency that does business as UHS. The �rm identi�ed the
West Side as a good candidate for a suburban hospital campus.

The hospital would be in Bexar County Commissioner Justin Rodriguez’s precinct. He said the far
West Side has seen signi�cant population growth in recent years, especially around Loop 1604.
New school construction is one of the signs that families are �ocking to the area.

In a separate undertaking, UHS is working with UT Health San Antonio on the school’s plan to
build a teaching hospital in the Medical Center by spring 2024.

On ExpressNews.com: University Health System prepares for $500 million hospital expansion

The system also is building the Women’s and Children’s Hospital, a 12-story tower with two new
emergency departments, at its Medical Center campus.

UHS of�cials say building another hospital would free up about 70 beds at University Hospital,
allowing staff to concentrate on more complex cases and serve more patients transferred from
communities throughout the region.

“We need to have a better geographic distribution of our hospital resources to support growth but
also our existing ambulatory system,” Hernandez said. “We’re looking at the Northeast corridor as
well, and I think we’re going to look at the southern corridor. The timing on all those could be
different.”

UHS shares the market with privately owned systems such as Baptist Health System, Methodist
Healthcare System and Christus Santa Rosa Health System, each of which operates several
hospitals in the San Antonio area.
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However, the city’s East and South sides are home to fewer hospitals or medical clinics. Residents
in those communities often travel to the downtown area for health care.

SA Inc.: Get the best of business news sent directly to your inbox

“On the East Side, we always welcome any type of health care providers, especially right now
because of this pandemic, which has exposed that there is a disparity in health care for African
American and Hispanic communities,” said Tuesdaé Knight, president and CEO of the economic
development organization San Antonio for Growth on the Eastside.

Knight said she understood that UHS couldn’t have too many projects in the works at the same
time but that she hoped UHS had plans to build on the East Side, too.

“I can tell you that we are so happy that the West Side is getting this because I know that they
need it,” she said. “I’m sure that our day will come.”

Staff Writer Lauren Caruba contributed to this report.

Laura Garcia covers the health care industry. To read more from Laura, become a subscriber.
laura.garcia@express-news.net | Twitter: @Reporter_Laura
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