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Overview of 2024 and 2025 Small DDAs and QCTs

The 2025 Qualified Census Tracts (QCTs) and Difficult Development Areas (DDAs) are effective
January 1, 2025. The 2025 QCT designations use tract boundaries from the 2020 Decennial
census. The 2025 metro DDAs use ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) boundaries from the 2020
Decennial census. The designation methodology is explained in the Federal Register notice
published September 9, 2024.
The 2025 Small Difficult Development Areas layer has been temporarily disabled as we
are in the process of updating the layer.
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Note: Guidance documents, except when based on statutory or regulatory authority or law, do not have the force

and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in any way. Guidance documents are intended only to

provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.
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