Learning Center at 15525 NE Caples Road
Brush Prairie, WA

Is this where your great grandparents learned to read?

If they came to Clark County before 1865, the answer is probably Yes. And many of them
weathered the storms of World War | and World War Il in this building as well!

The rich history of the little red schoolhouse with landscaped grounds, mature trees, and paved
parking is documented in detail in Clark County school district records, readily available in
Vancouver public libraries.

The book 7 Bells Did Ring describes how the development of brush Prairie community began with
this school/church built by the Clark Brothers in the 1800s.

It seems this building is one of the few schools in Clark County which has been continuously in use,
maintained and upgraded since the school was consolidated with battleground in 1918.

According to these documents, the designation of a school district (BRUSH PRAIRIE SCHOOL
DISTRICT No. 23) was followed and coordinated with the building of a Store, a post office, and a
railroad depot which supported the livelihood of the homesteaders during World War |. Allthese
establishments are still in roughly the same locations and walking distances today!

They tell the story of the teachers and students tilling and planting fields and gardens and managing
canning clubs to share the skills needed to feed the area’s families during wartime.

The names of pupils and teachers will likely be familiar to some of today’s readers, and even the
few memories they’ve shared in this record provide a hint of colorful characters who are still around
to tell more tales of the early days.

They indicate that although 1917 was the last year the school district for Brush Prairie maintained
records, the classes may have continued there for some time after consolidation.

The book includes class photos for the following school years: 1902,1908, 1909, 1913, 1914, 1915,
1919, 1920, 1921, 1923, and 1931.
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