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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN NEW BERN

BENJAMIN ELLIS HOUSE 
BED & BREAKFAST

Conveniently located in the Heart of the Downtown Historic District within walking distance to
shops, restaurants, historic sites, river front walk and parks. Downtown New Bern includes a
Historic District with nearly 500 contributing structures. Homes and commercial buildings
within the district date to the early 1800’s. The Business is comprised of the Benjamin Ellis
House 6557 sf historic home which offers 9 Guest Rooms with private baths, spacious newly
updated 1857 sf separate owner’s cottage, and a garage/workshop with a 511 sf apartment. 

 The Benjamin Ellis House was built in 1852, enlarged in 1900 by Benjamin Ellis.  He was a
successful turpentine distillery owner/business man in town. The house remained in the
ownership of the Ellis family till 1920.  The Benjamin Ellis House is one of over 150 pre-1900
homes still standing today. Most have been painstakingly refurbished and returned to their
former grandeur. The Ellis house was occupied from 1862 to 1865 by Company K, Forty-Fifth
regiment, Massachusetts Volunteer militia. 

In the early 1980's a couple (the Hansens) purchased the property and decided to turn it into
an Inn. After several years of renovation, the house opened as the Harmony House Inn Bed &
Breakfast in 1985. The Inn is celebrating it’s 40  Anniversary this year as a vital part of the
downtown New Bern Hospitality!
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New Bern, NC is full of history and lies at the confluence of the Trent and Neuse Rivers. 
 



NEW BERN NC
New Bern, NC is a charming historic city located in
Eastern NC approximately 2 hours from Raleigh
and 30 minutes to our Coastal beaches and towns.
It boasts a rich history and attracts many visitors
each year to tour the Tryon Palace History Center,
and Home of Pepsi! New Bern is a year round
destination for tourism and business travel. Our
area accommodates large business’ such as Moen,
BSH, Weyerhaeuser, Hatteras Yachts and many
other companies. New Bern is within 30 minute
drive to two Marine Corp Bases.  Population of the
regional greater New Bern area Craven County is
104,000.  Craven County offers a number of tourist
attractions including Tryon Palace, and the Croatan
National and Civil War museums/sites, and as well
as the New Bern historic district.  Tryon Palace, one
of the most popular tourist attractions in the
county, is the site of the Governor’s Palace. New
Bern was North Carolina’s first colonial and first
state capitol. Tryon Palace includes gardens,
historic buildings, and the North Carolina History
Center. Concerts, meetings, tours, and exhibits all
help to draw people to Tryon Palace.
 
 Our town hosts many annual events, festivals,
fundraisers, corporate events and historic events
that drive visitors from all over the world as well as
nationally. New Bern is a “sister” city of Bern,
Switzerland and we are one of the stops for
European tourist.  We are home to the
Author/Director Nicholas Sparks with many of his
books being based off of locations in Eastern NC. 
Two words to describe this area: History and
Charm! This has afforded longevity and viability for
business’ in our downtown area including the 40
years Benjamin Ellis House has been offering
lodging as a Bed and Breakfast!

The Inn’s Website:
www.https://https://benjaminellishouse.com

New Bern Chamber of Commerce
Craven County: www.cravencountync.gov
City of New Bern Historic District Guidelines

Other informative websites about New Bern:
 www.visitnewbern.com
 www.tryonpalace.org
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40 Year
Anniversary!

https://www.newbernchamber.com/
https://www.newbernnc.gov/document_center/Development%20Services/historic%20preservation/Guidelines%202021-06-08.pdf?t=202309201640370


Located in the heart of historic
New Bern, North Carolina, this
restored property, originally built
by Benjamin Ellis in 1853, has
operated as a premier B&B since
1985. The Inn has three ground-
floor rooms and six second-floor
rooms including two luxury King
suites. Rooms are equipped with
private bathrooms including
luxury bath amenities, Internet
access, smart televisions, USB
charging stations and individual
climate control. The unique duplex
architecture of the house with
four extra wide hallways enhances
the private getaway ambiance for
a restful guest experience. A full
width front porch offers guests a
place to enjoy morning coffee or
to relax with a glass of wine at the
end of the day. Just four blocks
from historic Tryon Palace and one
block from the Riverfront
Convention Center, the Benjamin
Ellis House Bed & Breakfast is
steps away from quaint shopping,
art galleries, restaurants and other
attractions. Free off street parking
is available.

PARLOR

GET INFORMATION

WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM

$1,750,000



Beautiful Entry to greet Guests!

Large parlor available for
guests to gather.



Owners took on an extensive
renovation in 2016 to update to a
commercial kitchen allowing
additional income producing
opportunities. Innkeepers were
awarded a Restaurant Permit and
currently offer intimate private
dinners and cooking lessons.

Additional area off of main
kitchen for washing and
sanitation.  There is a ½ bath for
employees included off this
space.  Down the hallway is a ½
bath for guests and a private
office space for owners.

SANITATION AREA AND
LARGE WALK IN PANTRY

CHEF’S
KITCHEN

Custom Family Antique Island does
not convey will be replaced with

stainless commercial island.  



GUEST
ACCOMODATIONS

Benjamin Ellis House presents nine guestrooms for its guests to
choose from each featuring its own private bathroom. 

NINE GUESTROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATHS

Swannanoa Suite



Eno Suite

Nantahala Suite



Chowan Suite

Waccamaw Suite



Tallulah Suite



Little Coharie Suite

Coharie Luxury Suite



OWNERS COTTAGE
1857 SQUARE FOOT

Original cottage was completely redesigned and
renovated in 2020 by current owners.  The space was
beautifully designed with an open flow to the home with
large living room, kitchen, dining area, office and full bath
on the first floor.  Second floor is entirely a private primary
suite including large bedroom, workout area, large walk
in closet and spa like bathroom.  Laundry and  storage
round out the space. 

Located on the back of the property allowing owners some privacy
and separate living quarters from the Inn. Two car garage with one
bedroom apartment upstairs also on property and offering another
income making space for new owners. 

it.







PRIME
LOCATION 

THE BENJAMIN ELLIS HOUSE
OFFERS A HIGH QUALITY IN ITS
CONDITION, THE FURNISHINGS
THAT CONVEY WITH THE BUSINESS,
THE AMENITIES AND THE SERVICES
OFFERED AT THE INN. INCOME FOR
THE INN IS MOSTLY DERIVED FROM
ROOM REVENUE, WITH EVENTS,
SMALL WEDDINGS, PACKAGES,
MEETINGS, RETREATS, DINING
EXPERIENCE/COOKING CLASSES
AND RETAIL OPPORTUNITIES
ADDING TO THE BOTTOM LINE. 
 

Average Daily Rate (ADR)            $157
Average Occupancy Rate 2024    60%
2024 Operating 5 days per week & closed 15 days in January

Gross Revenue 2024                   $205,142.39
( 8 rooms operated in 2024, closed Sunday & Monday and no income on apartment)   

Projections of additional potential income if operating 7 days a week, with 9 guest
rooms and rental income on apartment could bring in an additional  $120,000. 
                                                    

OFF STREET PARKING

Property provides circle
driveway to the back of property
offering 11 parking spaces, two
for owners and 9 for guests











NEW BERN 
NORTH CAROLINA

New Bern is a destination for many yearly events that drive a
great deal of tourism to our area in addition to the historic
sites and water activities. Here are a few with links to the sites:

This is just a sample of the many activities and events happening
annually in our river front community.  There are many many
more.......

Heritage Homes Tour
Ghostwalk

MS Bike Tour   

Great Trent River Raft Race
MUMFEST

NC Plein  Air Art Festival

Coastal Christmas Flotilla 

Tryon Palace Candlelight Tours

Cherry Point Air Show

Tryon Palace Garden Lovers Wknd

Antique Show & Sale

Beary Merry Christmas Events

https://newbernhistorical.org/homes-tour/
https://newbernhistorical.org/ghostwalk/
https://events.nationalmssociety.org/pages/9836
https://events.nationalmssociety.org/pages/9836
https://thegreattrentriverraftrace.com/
https://mumfest.com/
https://visitnewbern.com/annual-events/nc-plein-air-art-festival/
https://visitnewbern.com/annual-events/nc-plein-air-art-festival/
https://visitnewbern.com/annual-events/nc-plein-air-art-festival/
https://visitnewbern.com/annual-events/coastal-christmas-flotilla/
https://www.tryonpalace.org/events/candlelight
https://www.cherrypointairshow.com/
https://visitnewbern.com/annual-events/garden-lovers-weekends/
https://newbernpf.org/antique-show/
https://bearymerryevents.com/


PHONE :

ADDRESS :

WEBSITE :
252-675-3306

Coldwell Banker Sea Coast Advantage New Bern
115 Middle Street
New Bern, NC  28560

www.buysellnewbernnc.com

CONTACT
Benjamin Ellis House is an
established and successful Bed
& Breakfast.  With a strong 40
year history as a viable and
contributing business to the
historic district, this remarkable
property is as much an
investment in legacy as it is in
lifestyle.  She is prime and
ready for new owners to carry
on the history.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

Kimberly D Wynn, Broker


