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Between 1894 and 1913 Judge Lambert 
Tree and his wife, Anne built Tree Studios 
as an artists’ colony in the backyard 
of their Wabash Avenue mansion. 
Ardent supporters of the arts, the Trees 
constructed the studios following the 
1983 World’s Fair hoping to entice visiting 
artists to stay. To foster a community 
environment, contiguous studios featured 
connecting doors and shared a common 
courtyard. Over 500 artists from an array 
of disciplines lived and worked there over 
time. Famous former residents include 
actors Peter Falk and Burgess Meredith; 
J. Allen St. John, illustrator of Edgar Rice 
Burroughs’ Tarzan books; and sculptors 
Albin Polasek and John Storrs who created 
the Ceres statue atop the Board of Trade. 

More than a century after the first bricks 
were laid, Friedman Properties purchased 
the buildings in 2001 and spent nearly 
five years bringing the buildings up to 
modern safety standards and restoring 
their historic integrity. Today, Tree Studios 
is predominantly home to a thriving 
community of artists and artistically 
oriented businesses.

Shared Offices at Tree Studios offer: 
• Internet access and free Wi-Fi
• 24/7 secure access
• Print and scan center
• Daily coffee service
• On-site concierge
• Packages reception
• Newly renovated chefs kitchen event 

space “The Dining Room”
• Newly renovated conference rooms

Tree Studios Shared Offices
4 E Ohio
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Interior photos are representative samples only and may not reflect conditions of vacancies.


