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Sec. 28-48. - Commercial districts.

(@) C-1 District: Central Business District. This district is composed of land and structures used to
furnish, in addition to all of the retail goods and services required by transients and by residents
of the metropolitan area and of the trade area, certain wholesale and limited manufacturing in
support of the main uses. Located at the convergence of the principal thoroughfares and
highways, the Central Business District is surrounded by nonresidential districts and multiple-
family residential districts. The district regulations are designed to permit the further
development of the district for its purpose, subject to limitations designed to prevent the further

congestion of the area that would result from overly intensive development.
(1) Permitted uses. In the C-1 Districts only the following uses are permitted:

a. Uses by right—The uses listed below are permitted subject to the conditions specified (see

definitions in_section 28-1):

Accessory use.

Administrative and business offices.
Amusement arcade.

Art and craft studio.

Automotive and equipment repair.
Automotive, fuel station.
Automotive, service station.

Bar, tavern, lounge.

Bed and breakfast.

Business support services.

Business or trade school.

City hall, police station, courthouse, federal building, other governmental buildings.
Clinic.

Club or lodge (private).
Communications services.

Construction sales and services.
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Consumer repair services.
Convenience store.

Financial services.

Food sales.

Gambling or gaming establishments.
Garage, parking.

Golf course.

Health club.

Hospital (general).

Hotel/motel.

Laboratory, medical or dental.
Liquor sales, not to be consumed on premises.
Marine services-marinas.

Medical services.
Microbrewery/microdistillery.
Outdoor general advertising structure (need not be enclosed within structure).
Parking facilities.

Personal services.

Postal and parcel delivery services.
Public safety services.

Recreation, indoor sports.
Recreation, indoor entertainment.
Residential, accessory.
Residential/single-family residential.

Residential/duplex residential.
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Residential/two-family residential.

Residential/townhouse residential.

Residential/condominium residential.

Residential/multiple-family residential.

Restaurants, sit-down.

Retail sales, convenience.

Retail sales, general.

Schools, public and private primary and middle educational facilities.
Telecommunications tower.

Theatre.

Utilities, minor including gas regulator stations (need not be enclosed within structure,
but must be enclosed within a brick or perforated brick wall at least eight (8) feet high and
adequate to obstruct view and passage of persons or materials, provided that the
substitution of other masonry materials or a fencing material in lieu of brick may be
approved by the zoning commission and/or historic district commission, as applicable, as

being equally satisfactory for meeting enclosure requirements).

Electric substations (need not be enclosed within structure, but must be enclosed within a
brick or perforated brick wall at least eight (8) feet high and adequate to obstruct view and
passage of persons or materials, provided that the substitution of other masonry
materials or a fencing material in lieu of brick may be approved by the zoning commission
and/or historic district commission, as applicable, as being equally satisfactory for

meeting enclosure requirements).
Wholesale trade.
Wireless facility.

b. Prohibited uses—In addition to those uses disallowed under the provisions of (a)(1) of this

section, the following uses are expressly prohibited in a C-1 district:

Mobile homes for residential and/or commercial purposes.

c. Uses requiring planning approval—The uses listed below are permitted upon approval of
the location and site plan thereof by the zoning and land use commission as being

appropriate with regard to transportation and access, water supply, waste disposal, fire
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and police protection and other public facilities, as not causing undue traffic congestion or creating a traffic

hazard and as being in harmony with the orderly and appropriate development of the district in which the

use is located:
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Ambulance service.
Armories—military (reserve or national guard).

Church, religious assembly, including parish house, community house and educational

buildings.
Cultural services.
Pipeline or electric transmission line (need not be enclosed within structure).

Railroad right-of-way, but not including shops, yards and team tracks (need not be

enclosed within structure).

d. Special exception uses—The uses listed below are subject to the same approval of
location and site plan as uses requiring planning approval; in addition, these uses are
declared to possess such characteristics of unique or special form that each specific use
shall be considered an individual case and shall be subject to approval of the board of

adjustment, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX governing special exceptions:

None.

(2) Building site area. There is no minimum building site within the C-1 District.

(3) Building height limit. Except as provided in Article IV, no structure shall be erected or altered

to exceed one hundred (100) feet (may be reduced if fire hazard).
(4) Yards required. No yards are required for any buildings in the C-1 District.

C-2 Districts: General Commercial Districts. These districts are composed of land and structures
used to furnish, in addition to the retail goods and services found in neighborhood districts, such
less frequently needed goods as clothing and automobiles and such less frequently needed
services as banking and theaters, the wider range of retail goods and services to satisfy all of the
household and personal needs of the residents of a group or community of neighborhoods.
Usually located on a thoroughfare or near the intersection of two (2) thoroughfares, these
districts are large and are within convenient driving distance of the group of neighborhoods they
will serve. The district regulations are designed to permit the development of the districts for
their purpose and to protect the abutting and surrounding residential areas by requiring certain
minimum yard standards to be met, standards that are comparable to those called for in
residential districts. It is intended that additional general commercial districts will be created in

accordance with the amendment procedure set forth herein, as they are needed to serve groups
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of new neighborhoods. To insure that such districts are actually developed to supply the business needs of

the groups of neighborhoods, the amendment creating the district may set a time limit for its development.

(1) Permitted uses. In the C-2 Districts only the following uses are permitted:

about:blank

a. Uses by right—The uses listed below are permitted subject to the conditions specified:

All uses allowed in the C-1 District.
Accessory use.

Adult nightclub.

Adult uses/materials.

Agricultural sales and services.
Ambulance services.

Animal kennels.

Animal sales and services (limited).

Apartments.

Armories—military (reserve or national guard).

Automotive sales and rentals.
Boarding houses.
Campgrounds.

Car wash.

Clinic, animal.

College and university facilities.
Concrete statues, handiwork.
Congregate housing.

Country club.

Day care centers, preschools, nursery schools.
Dormitory.

Exterminating services.
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Farm equipment sales and service.

Flea markets.

Fraternity/sorority residence.

Funeral home.

Garage, public.

Garden center.

Governmental buildings (local, state, federal).
Laundry services, coin-operated.

Laundry services, commercial.

Marine services, boat sales/service.

Marine services, commercial and charter fishing.
Marine services, retail.

Marine services, yacht clubs.
Microbrewery/microdistillery.

Nursery, plant.

Nursing home.

Outdoor general advertising structure (need not be enclosed within structure).
Public safety services.

Recreation, commercial outdoor sports.
Residential/townhouse residential.
Residential/condominium residential.
Residential/multiple-family residential.
Restaurants, drive-in.

Restaurants, fast food.

Restaurants, outdoor fast food.
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Schools, public and private secondary educational facilities.
Schools, vocational-technical, community, trade or industrial.

Self-storage warehouse containing rented storage spaces with individual unit area not

exceeding seven hundred fifty (750) square feet.
Shopping center, major.

Stable, private.

Taxidermy.

Truck and heavy equipment sales/rental/service.

b. Uses requiring p/lanning approva/—The uses listed below are permitted upon approval of
the location and site plan thereof by the zoning and land use commission as being
appropriate with regard to transportation and access, water supply, waste disposal, fire
and police protection and other public facilities, as not causing undue traffic congestion or
creating a traffic hazard and as being in harmony with the orderly and appropriate

development of the district in which the use is located:

Church, religious assembly, including parish house, community house and educational

buildings.
Pipeline or electric transmission line (need not be enclosed within structure).

Railroad right-of-way, but not including shops, yards and team tracks (need not be

enclosed within structure).

Revival church (temporary), as a temporary use on a permit issued by the zoning
administrator, such permit to be good for a period not exceeding one week and

renewable for not more than three (3) such periods.
Theater, outdoor (need not be enclosed within structure).

c. Prohibited uses:

Commercial—Mobile homes/trailers.
Residential/mobile home park.
Residential—Mobile homes/trailers.

Gambling or gaming establishments.
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Special exception uses—The uses listed below are subject to the same approval of location and site plan as
uses requiring planning approval; in addition, these uses are declared to possess such characteristics of
unique or special form that each specific use shall be considered an individual case and shall be subject to
approval of the board of adjustment, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX governing special

exceptions:

Recreation, outdoor entertainment, but not car racing tracks/facilities.
Radio and television broadcasting transmitter and studio.

(2) Building site area. There is no minimum building site area required for commercial
businesses. For residential uses, the area required will be same as in the R-3 District.

(3) Building height limit. Except as provided in Article IV, no structure shall be erected or altered

to exceed thirty-five (35) feet.

(4) Yards required. Except as provided in Article IV, the minimum dimensions of yards for

commercial businesses shall be:

Feet
Frontyard .....25
Sideyard .....5
Rearyard .....20
For residential use, the yards are the same as for the R-3 District.

Exceptions: A rear yard abutting on a public alley or waterway (bayou or drainage servitude)
need only be ten (10) feet in depth, and a rear yard abutting on a lot in a residential or C-4

District shall have the same minimum depth as a rear yard required in the abutting district.

(c) C-3 Districts: Neighborhood Commercial Districts. These districts are composed of land and
structures occupied by or suitable for furnishing the retail goods, such as groceries and drugs,
and the services, such as barbering and shoe repairing, to satisfy the daily household needs of
the surrounding residential neighborhoods. Often located on one (1) or more thoroughfares,
these districts are small and are within convenient walking distance of most of the areas they will
serve. The district regulations are designed to permit the development of the districts for their
purpose and to protect the abutting and surrounding residential areas by requiring certain
minimum yard and area standards to be met, standards that are comparable to those called for
in residential districts. It is intended that additional neighborhood commercial districts will be

created in accordance with the amendment procedure set forth herein, as they are needed to
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