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LOCAL + BUSINESS

WESTLAKE – The county’s newest
municipality today will host its first
communitywide party since the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Westlake Fest is a free event from
noon to 3 p.m. at the amphitheater along
Town Center Parkway, featuring live zy-
deco music, food trucks and a BMX
demonstration.

John Carter, senior vice president of
Minto Communities, said a similar
event was held in 2019 called Wild West-
lake, but this year’s edition will reflect
the city’s dramatic growth since then. 

“This is a great opportunity for those
that haven’t been out to Westlake to
really see what’s blooming here,” said
Carter, whose company has overseen

Westlake’s development.
“The whole rhythm and pace and

lifestyle of the community something
that you wouldn’t have experienced if
you haven’t been out here in quite some
time.”

Accordionist and vocalist Dwayne
Dopsie and his New Orleans band, the
Zydeco Hellraisers, will bring to West-
lake’s amphitheater the vibrant sounds
of zydeco, a genre made famous in Loui-
siana that features the accordion, the
triangle and the washboard. 

Dopsie is known for his Grammy-
nominated album “Top of The Moun-
tain” and his energetic live shows. He
recently performed with the Rolling
Stones at this year’s New Orleans Jazz &
Heritage Festival. 

Carter said Dopsie often performs for
other Minto Community senior-living
facilities affiliated with the Margarita-
ville brand.

Westlake holds 1st post-COVID party
Event boasts food trucks,
zydeco tunes and BMX

Valentina Palm Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

Dwayne Dopsie, seen here in Henderson, Kentucky, in June 2023, and his Zydeco
Hellraisers will perform at Westlake Fest on Saturday.
MACABE BROWN/EVANSVILLE COURIER & PRESSSee WESTLAKE, Page 2C

A jury has acquitted a former Uber
driver of one count of sexual battery of
a passenger in a retrial on charges
stemming from an incident during
SunFest in 2017.

Circuit Judge Caroline Shepherd
declared a mistrial Friday morning on
the other four charges that Gary Kitch-
ings faced. They included two other
counts of sexual battery and also of
burglary and false imprisonment.
Shepherd has scheduled a June 14 sta-
tus hearing on the four undecided
counts. 

The six-member jury deliberated
more than 15 hours starting Wednes-
day afternoon and told Shepherd late
Thursday they could not come to con-
sensus on any of the charges facing
Kitchings, now 64. Shepherd asked
them to try again, and they announced
their verdict Friday morning.

“There’s multiple emotions,” Scott
Skier, Kitchings’ attorney, said after
the verdict. “There’s relief. We’re ec-
static with regard to the count that
they came back. I wish they would
have found in a similar way on all the
open counts.”

Skier said he believed that a lack of
forensic evidence persuaded the jury
to acquit Kitchings on the one count of
sexual battery. Kitchings faced three
counts of sexual battery, each to a dif-
ferent part of the body of the woman
who made the accusations. Jurors said
they could not come to a consensus on
two of the charges.

Kitchens previously was convicted
on three counts of armed sexual bat-
tery, along with one count each of 

Ex-Uber
driver’s
retrial
a mistrial 
Acquitted on one count,
but four others remain 

Julius Whigham II
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MISTRIAL, Page 2C

PALM BEACH GARDENS — Two sig-
nature shopping hubs in northern Palm
Beach County have welcomed new mer-
chants, one of them a longtime staple of
women’s apparel making its post-
COVID pandemic return.

Two clothing stores and two eateries
have recently arrived at The Gardens
Mall, the two-story, high-end shopping
mall along PGA Boulevard east of Inter-
state 95 in Palm Beach Gardens. One of
them is a café within one of the mall’s
anchor stores.

Harbourside Place, the waterfront
complex at the east end of the Indian-
town Road bridge in Jupiter, brought in
a cafe and has begun hosting an outdoor
market two Sundays each month this
summer. 

The Gardens Mall

Ann Taylor: After a four-year hiatus,
Ann Taylor made an anticipated return
to Gardens Mall on May 25, on its lower
level near Saks Fifth Avenue.

The women’s work and business-ca-
sual clothing store closed its Gardens
Mall location in 2020 after being one of
its staple retailers for more than a dec-
ade. The shutdown followed its former
parent company’s bankruptcy.

The clothing retailer still has 12 stores

in Florida and more nationwide. It offers
stylish, comfortable clothing designed
for women to wear to work.

This is its second store in the county,
with its other location at Town Center at
Boca Raton. 

Garage: The casual clothing brand,
founded in Montreal with items from
more than 185 boutiques, opened on
April 20. It is on the mall’s first floor ad-
jacent to Nike and Journeys.

New shopping, food at Gardens Mall and Harbourside
Jupiter complex adds
cafe, outdoor market

Maya Washburn Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHOPPING, Page 2C

Palm Beach County commissioners
put shovels into the ground Thursday,
Thursday to launch The Park at Delray,
a $121 million warehouse project to be
built on what once was a nursery in the
Agricultural Reserve off State Road 7
west of Delray Beach.

“This is a game changer,” said Coun-
ty Commissioner Gregg Weiss, praising
BBX Logistics Properties for developing
a project that meets a need in the re-

gion’s economy. He also praised the
builder for a design that minimizes neg-
ative impacts on the surrounding area.

BBX, based in Fort Lauderdale, has
already cleared nearly 40 acres in prep-
aration for three large warehouse build-
ings, each about 200,000 square feet.
Also planned are nearly 700 parking
spaces. The initial building will front
State Road 7, from which access to the
project will be. A bridge will be built
over a Lake Worth Drainage District ca-
nal to make that happen.

Units are expected to be rented to
pharmaceutical and medical compa-
nies for them to store their products.
Other clients could include air-condi-
tioning firms.

“We are talking about businesses
that already service the growing area of
the western end of the county,” said
Mark Levy, president of BBX Logistics
Properties.

He said several businesses have al-
ready expressed an interest in leasing
at The Park at Delray. The first building
is expected to be completed in about a
year. The entire project is expected to
take about three years to complete.

It was one of the first approved under

Palm Beach County Commissioners and BBX representatives participate in a groundbreaking ceremony for The Park at
Delray, a new approximately 40-acre industrial park in Delray Beach that will be located north of Atlantic Ave on U.S. 441
Thursday. DAMON HIGGINS/ALM BEACH POST

PBC hails warehouse project
on ag land west of Delray
Nearly 40 acres already
cleared for 3 buildings

Mike Diamond
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See WAREHOUSE, Page 3C

“This is a game changer.” 
County Commissioner Gregg Weiss
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THERAPY, SAFETY AND INDEPENDENCE

How a Safe Step Walk-In Tub can change your life
Remember when…
Think about the things you loved to do that 

are difficult today — going for a walk or just 

sitting comfortably while reading a book. And 

remember the last time you got a great night’s 

sleep?

As we get older, health issues or even everyday 

aches, pains and stress can prevent us from 

enjoying life.

So what’s keeping you from having a better 

quality of life? 

Check all the conditions that apply to you.

A Safe Step Tub 
can help increase 
mobility, boost energy 
and improve sleep.

Then read on to learn how a Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub can help.

Feel better, sleep better, live better
A Safe Step Walk-In Tub lets you indulge 

in a warm, relaxing bath that can help 

relieve life’s aches, pains and worries.

WhySafeStep.com

Personal Checklist:
 Arthritis

 Insomnia

 Diabetes

  Lower Back 

Pain

 Dry Skin 

 Anxiety

 Mobility Issues

  Poor 

Circulation

It’s got everything you should look 

for in a walk-in tub:

•  Heated Seat – Providing soothing 
warmth from start to finish.

•  MicroSoothe® Air Therapy System 

– helps oxygenate and soften 

skin while offering therapeutic 

benefits.

•  Pain-relieving therapy – Hydro 

massage jets target sore muscles 

and joints.

•  Safety features – Low step-in, grab bars and more can help you bathe safely and maintain 

your independence.

•  Free Shower Package – shower while seated or standing.

Call now toll free

Financing available with approved credit.

772-212-8271
for more information and for our Senior Discounts.

Call Toll-Free 772-212-8271
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while 

supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

15% OFF
Free Shower Package 

PLUS A

Find the best &
brightest talent 
to help your company shine!

Post your job listing today!

Scan here

postjob.palmbeachpost.com

With the Palm Beach Post’s recruitment 
platform, your job listing is guaranteed 

candidates.

the new “commerce” category in the Ag
Reserve, a 22,000-acre area west of
Boynton Beach, Delray Beach and Boca
Raton. It allows for much larger com-
mercial projects if they are built near the
major east-west highways of Boynton
Beach Boulevard and Atlantic Avenue.
The Park at Delray is just north of Atlan-
tic Avenue on State Road 7.

BBX paid $25 million to buy the tract
from the Mulvehill family, a legacy
farming family that had been trying for

years to sell the property.
“This was a difficult and arduous

process, and I assume that other devel-
opers were discouraged with the time
and effort needed to obtain approval.
The creation of the commerce category
helped to make this work. We saw value
in building warehouses here,” said Levy,
who thanked commissioners at the
groundbreaking for making the change. 

The warehouses can accommodate
tenants seeking spaces as small as
25,000 square feet or a tenant could
lease an entire 200,000 square-foot
building, Levy said. The project re-
ceived a $31.3 million construction loan
from City National Bank.

Levy noted that The Park at Delray
will include a 12-acre preserve area and
ecologically enhanced landscaping to
minimize impacts on surrounding
areas. The buildings also will be orient-
ed so they will not be visible outside the
property. Sound experts also will work
to ensure there will be no noise impacts,
Levy added. 

BBX had to overcome the opposition
of county planners who urged that the
project not be approved, arguing that it
would be an isolated industrial use in-
consistent with the other developments
along State Road 7. Some nearby prop-
erty owners said the project would cre-
ate hardships for them. 

But the commission voted 6-1 this
year to approve the project, concluding
the warehouse project would help to
meet a need for storage space for area
businesses. BBX, arguing in support of
the project, said there is little, if any,
warehouse space available in Palm
Beach County, forcing companies to
rent space as far away as Orlando. He
called the State Road 7 site ideal since it
is within a few milesof Florida’s Turn-
pike.

The county also has endorsed plans
for a warehouse park off the Beeline
Highway west of Jupiter at the site of
the former Palm Beach International
Raceway.

Warehouse
Continued from Page 1C

Florida’s first sales tax holiday is set
to take place Saturday to coincide with
the start of the 2024 Atlantic hurricane
season. 

This holiday is referred to as Florida’s
disaster preparedness sales tax holiday
and runs from June 1-14. 

This is the perfect time to start build-
ing or restocking your hurricane kit, es-
pecially as forecasters expect a “hyper-
active” hurricane season. 

Here’s what to know. 

What emergency supplies are tax
free?

Under a new bill Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed Tuesday, Florida will have two
hurricane preparedness tax-free week-
ends. The first will take black from June
1-14, just at the start of hurricane sea-
son. The second will take place from
Aug. 24 - Sept. 6.

Here’s what it includes:
h Self-powered lights of $40 or less.
h Portable self-powered radio, two-

way radio or weather-band radio of $50
or less.

h A tarpaulin or other flexible water-
proof sheeting with a sales price of $100
or less.

h An item normally sold as, or gener-
ally advertised as, a ground anchor sys-
tem or tie-down kit with a sales price of

$100 or less.
h A gas or diesel fuel tank with a sales

price of $50 or less.
h A package of AA-cell, AAA-cell, C-

cell, D-cell, 6-volt, or 9-volt batteries,
excluding automobile and boat batter-
ies, with a sales price of $50 or less.

h A nonelectric food storage cooler
with a sales price of $60 or less.

h A portable generator used to pro-
vide light or communications or pre-
serve food in the event of a power out-
age with a sales price of $3,000 or less.

h Reusable ice with a sales price of
$20 or less.

h A portable power bank with a sales
price of $60 or less.

h A smoke detector or smoke alarm
with a sales price of $70 or less.

h A fire extinguisher with a sales
price of $70 or less.

h A carbon monoxide detector with a
sales price of $70 or less.

2024 is expected to be extremely
active hurricane season

Every prediction issued for the 2024
Atlantic hurricane season has agreed:
this season will be very active. Most
forecasts call for more than double the
average number of storms.

The National Hurricane Center re-
leased its season predictions May 23.
The agency is predicting 17-25 named
storms, eight to 13 hurricanes and four
to seven major hurricanes.

How many could hit Florida? Colora-
do State University forecasters looked
at hurricane tracks from 1880 to 2020
and predicted there's a 96% chance
Florida could be impacted by a named
storm in 2024.

Hurricane preparedness tips

The Florida Division of Emergency
Management provided several low- or
no-cost tips for preparing for the up-
coming hurricane season.

Make a plan: Create an emergency

plan known to everyone in your house-
hold. The plan should cater to every-
one’s specific needs, including kids,
pets and seniors. Plans should include a
list of personal needs and resources.
You should plan for at least seven days
of supplies. It should include important
contact information, need-to-know in-
formation that could be useful in case of
an emergency, an evacuation route and
more.

Build a kit: Part of those plans
should include an emergency kit. Emer-
gency kits should include enough non-
perishable foods and water to last at
least seven days for each family mem-
ber. This should also include extra med-
ication and personal documents.

Make sure you sign up for emergen-
cy and weather alerts: When a storm is
on the way, the news will be flooded
with information, but it can be hard to
stay abreast of all the updates. Ensure
you are signed up for weather alerts
from local officials and sources to keep
you informed.

Know your zone: In the case of major
hurricanes, it’s important to know what
evacuation zone you live in and what
your evacuation routes are, especially if
you live in a mobile home or a flood-
prone area.

Keep your gas tanks half full: Any-
one living in an area with an approach-
ing storm should ensure they keep their
gas tanks half full. This will help ensure
you have enough gas to evacuate at a
moment’s notice.

Florida’s disaster-preparedness tax holiday begins
Brandon Girod
Pensacola News Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The hurricane preparedness meal kits
provided by Gulf Power include three
days of shelf-stable foods for three
meals per day, including breakfast,
lunch and dinner, along with snacks
and water. FPL and Gulf Power are
partnering with the Florida Council on
Aging and local partner agencies.
KIMBERLY BLAIR/GULF POWER


