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Sec. 24-71. Statement of intent.
The Industrial Districts are created to provide minimum standards for the development and use of three (3) classes of industrial uses. In ML Light Industrial Districts, industrial facilities and uses are permitted whose appearance and normal operating characteristics will have substantially no adverse effects upon adjacent property. In MG General Industrial Districts, industrial facilities and uses are permitted whose normal operating characteristics require a moderate degree of regulation and geographic separation to prevent adverse effects upon other property. In MH Heavy Industrial Districts, industrial facilities and uses are permitted whose operating characteristics are potentially harmful to many kinds of adjacent uses, but which can be rendered acceptable by appropriate regulations and geographic separation. The facilities and uses permitted in each of the industrial districts are delineated by two (2) means: 
(1)	A list of the general categories of uses permitted in the district concerned, provided that they comply with the applicable performance standards; and 
(2)	Performance standards, with which all uses and facilities in the district must comply. 
(Ord. No. 1754, § 35-51, 10-3-72)
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Sec. 24-72. Permitted uses.
In industrial districts, land and structures may be used and structures may be erected, altered, or enlarged only for the uses listed in the table below, and subject to the performance standards set forth in section 24-73 below: 
	Permitted Uses 
	ML 
	MG 
	MH 

	Barge terminal 
	
	X 
	X 

	Brewery 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Dry cleaning and dyeing, laundry 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Farm and agricultural operations, subject to restrictions listed in chapter 4 of the City Code 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Food catering 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Heliport or short take-off and landing airfield meeting all FAA standards, provided that no part of such heliport or airfield is less than 1,200 feet from any property in a residence district 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Ice and cold storage plant; food processing other than slaughtering of animals 
	
	X 
	X 

	Manufacturing, assembling and fabricating operations. 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Off-site sign 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Other customary accessory uses and buildings, provided such uses are incidental to the principal use and are located on the same lot with the principal use 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Other industrial or business uses not including taverns, lounges, package liquor stores, and convenience stores, which, in the opinion of the board of adjustment, are similar to those listed in the district concerned 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Petroleum refining; asphalt mixing plant 
	
	
	X 

	Printing and binding 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Public utility facilities and installations for electricity, gas, oil, steam, telegraph, telephone, and water 
	
	X 
	X 

	Quarrying; mining; sand and gravel extraction 
	
	X 
	X 

	Railroad switching yard 
	
	
	X 

	Railroad tracks and sidings, other than a railroad switching yard 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Repair of motor vehicles 
	
	X 
	X 

	Retail sales of construction equipment, trucks, machine tools, or farm implements 
	
	X 
	X 

	Rock crushing 
	
	
	X 

	Salvage and reclamation of wood, metal, paper, glass, and general refuse 
	
	
	X 

	Sanitary landfill; incinerator; composting facility; sewerage treatment plant 
	
	
	X 

	Self-service storage facility 
	X 
	
	

	Slaughterhouse or stockyards 
	
	
	X 

	Terminal for transferring trailers or containers to and from railroad flatcars 
	
	X* 
	X* 

	Tradesmen, operatives, service contractors, such as plumbing contractors, electrical contractors and the like 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Trucking terminal 
	
	X* 
	X* 

	Uses permitted, or permitted as a special exception, in BGO Business Districts 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Veterinary clinic or kennel, provided that no animal pens outside an enclosed building shall be less than 1,000 feet from any property in a residence district 
	
	X 
	X 

	Warehousing and storage, not including storage of garbage, offal, or dead animals 
	X 
	X 
	X 

	Wireless telecommunication towers and antennas 
	X 
	X 
	X 



Footnotes: 
(*)	Permitted only on property having ready access to a street or highway classified as an arterial street or higher in the Major Street Plan of Tuscaloosa. 
(Ord. No. 1754, § 35-52, 10-3-72; Ord. No. 5460, § 3, 12-12-96; Ord. No. 5613, § 7, 7-24-97; Ord. No. 7866, § 3, 9-25-12)
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Sec. 24-73. Performance standards.
(a)	Compliance with standards. After the effective date of this chapter: 
(1)	Any use established or changed to, and any building, structure or tract of land developed, constructed or used for, any permitted principal or accessory use shall comply with all of the performance standards set forth in paragraph (b) below for the district concerned. 
(2)	If any existing use or building or other structure is extended, enlarged, moved or reconstructed, or any existing use of land is enlarged or moved, the performance standards for the district involved shall apply with respect to such extended, enlarged, moved or reconstructed building or other structures or portion thereof, and with respect to land use which is enlarged or moved. 
(3)	The compliance of proposed or existing uses, structures or buildings with the performance standards set forth in this section shall be determined in accordance with the procedure prescribed in section 24-178. 
(b)	Performance standards:
(1)	Air contaminants. In any Industrial District, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the atmosphere any air contaminant in a quantity exceeding the maximum discharge of such contaminant permitted in a Class 1 County under the current Air Pollution Control Rules and Regulations promulgated by the Alabama Air Pollution Control Commission, or any successor to said commission. 
(2)	Dangerous radiation. No activities shall be permitted in Industrial Districts which emit dangerous radioactive or other radiation without adequate shielding. 
(3)	Electrical disturbance. No electrical disturbance adversely affecting the operation at any point of any equipment other than that of the creator of such disturbance shall be permitted in any Industrial District. 
(4)	Liquid effluents. The discharge of liquid-borne effluents into the city sanitary sewer system shall be in conformity with sections 33-22 and 33-23 of the Code of Tuscaloosa. 
(5)	Maintenance of grounds in ML Districts. In an ML District, all portions of a tract not covered by buildings, parking space, and permitted outside storage shall be covered with grass or other suitable ground cover and kept free of refuse. 
(6)	Outside storage in ML Districts. In an ML District, there shall be no storage of loose bulk material such as sand, gravel, sawdust, or coal outside an enclosed building unless kept in suitable covered containers, cribs or tank. 
(7)	Reserved. 
(8)	Vibration. In an industrial district, no activity or operation shall cause or create earthborne vibrations in excess of displacement values derived for such district from the formula below. Vibration displacements shall be measured with an instrument capable of simultaneously measuring in three (3) mutually perpendicular directions; the maximum vector resultant shall not exceed the vibration displacement permitted. 
The maximum permitted displacements shall be determined by the following formula: 
	D =  , 
	where 
	D = displacement in inches 

	
	
	K = a constant given in the table below 

	
	
	f = the frequency of the vibration transmitted through the ground, in cycles per second 



	Values of K to be Used in Vibration Formula 

	
	
	Constant K, by Type of Vibration 

	District and place measurement 
	Continuous 
	Impulsive (at least one second between pulses which do not exceed one second duration) 
	Less than 8 pulses per 24-hour period 

	ML or MG: at or beyond any adjacent property line 
	0.003 
	0.006 
	0.015 

	MH: 
	
	
	

	a) 
at or beyond MH District boundary line 
	0.030 
	0.060 
	0.150 

	b) 
at the nearest Residence District boundary line 
	0.003 
	0.006 
	0.015 



(9)	Combustible solids. In an MG or MH Industrial District, the storage or utilization of solid materials or products, such as pyroxylin, powdered magnesium and like, whose combustion characteristics range from active burning to intense burning is permitted, provided that said materials are stored or utilized in Type I, Type II, or Type III buildings as required by the section of the Tuscaloosa Building Code dealing with hazardous occupancies. Said materials or products may be stored outdoors in an MG or MH District provided such storage is set back at least fifty (50) feet from all lot lines and otherwise complies with the Fire Protection Code of Tuscaloosa. Said materials or products may be manufactured only in an MH Heavy Industrial District. 
(10)	Flammable liquids and gases. In ML, MG, and MH Industrial Districts, the storage, utilization, and manufacture of flammable liquids and gases shall be permitted only in accordance with the provisions of chapters 9, 16, and 17 of the Standard Fire Prevention Code of Tuscaloosa and the regulations of the National Fire Protection Association. 
(11)	Explosives. In ML and MG Industrial Districts, the manufacture of explosives, as defined in chapter 2 of the Standard Fire Prevention Code of Tuscaloosa is prohibited. In all Industrial Districts, the manufacture, storage, and use of explosives shall comply with the provisions of chapter 19 of the Standard Fire Prevention Code of Tuscaloosa. 
(Ord. No. 1754, § 35-53, 10-3-72; Ord. No. 8023, 10-29-13)
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Sec. 24-74. Yard and height requirements.
(a)	General. Any structure or use permitted in an Industrial District hereafter erected, enlarged, or established shall comply with the yard and height requirements set forth below. All yards adjacent to a lot in a residential district shall be landscaped and well maintained. The minimum yard requirements set forth in this section shall not be construed as prohibiting the erection of an open fence around the property line of a lot. An auxiliary structure not exceeding four hundred (400) square feet in floor area may be permitted as a special exception in a required yard in an industrial district as a gatehouse for security personnel or as a utility shed housing valve, meters, and related equipment. Any such auxiliary structure shall be substantially constructed and well maintained. Off-street parking and off-street loading spaces shall be provided in accordance with article IX. 
(b)	Minimum front yard depth. The minimum front yard depth shall be twenty (20) feet in an MG District and thirty (30) feet in ML and MH Districts, provided that where existing permitted structures are set back less than required herein, no new structure shall be required to be set back more than the average of existing structures within one hundred (100) feet on each side thereof. 
(c)	Minimum side and rear yard width:
(1)	Not abutting another district. Where the side or rear line of a lot in an industrial district abuts a lot which is also in an industrial district, then the side or rear yard adjacent to such lot line shall have a minimum width of ten (10) feet. 
(2)	Abutting a business district. Where the side or rear lot line abuts a lot in a business district, then the side or rear yard adjacent to such lot line shall have a minimum width as follows: 
a.	In ML and MG Industrial Districts, the minimum side or rear yard width shall be ten (10) feet, plus one foot for every foot by which the height of the building exceeds fifteen (15) feet. 
b.	In an MH Heavy Industrial District, the minimum side or rear yard width shall be forty (40) feet, plus two (2) feet for every foot by which the height of the building exceeds fifteen (15) feet. 
(3)	Abutting a residence district. Where the side or rear lot line abuts property in a residence district, then the side or rear yard adjacent to such lot line shall have a minimum width as follows: 
a.	In ML and MG Industrial Districts, the minimum side or rear yard width shall be fifteen (15) feet, plus one foot for every foot by which the height of the building exceeds fifteen (15) feet. 
b.	In an MH Heavy Industrial District, the minimum side or rear yard width shall be sixty (60) feet, plus two (2) feet for every foot by which the height of the building exceeds fifteen (15) feet. 
(d)	Maximum height. The maximum height of structures other than smokestacks shall not exceed forty-five (45) feet in an ML Light Industrial District or sixty (60) feet in an MG General Industrial District. The board of adjustment may permit an increase in the maximum permitted height as a special exception where there exists reasonable necessity therefor. No maximum height is prescribed in MH Heavy Industrial Districts. 
(Ord. No. 1754, § 35-54, 10-3-72)
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Secs. 24-75—24-80. Reserved.
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