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The Florida Board of Governors issued
a vote of no confidence in the chairper-
son of Florida Atlantic University’s
Board of Trustees Wednesday, faulting
the university leader for what they called

a series of procedural mishaps tied to the
school’s search for a new president.

The impromptu vote to censure
Chairperson Brad Levine marked the lat-
est escalation in tensions between the
governors and FAU officials over the
yearlong effort to select the Boca Raton
school’s next leader.

But it emerged from a confusing set of
circumstances that Levine said was
based on a misinterpretation of FAU’s
procedures.

The unscheduled vote by the board

that oversees the state’s public uni-
versities came after the governors de-
clined to sign off on an employment ex-
tension for interim FAU President Stacy
Volnick.

The governors said they approved of
Volnick’s performance. But they balked
at approving the extension after the uni-
versity system’s chancellor said FAU
failed to provide both his staff and FAU’s
own trustees with a copy of Volnick’s
contract.

“We never received the contract, and

it appears that the board of trustees nev-
er received the contract either,” said
Chancellor Ray Rodrigues.

That prompted some governors to say
they feared that the trustees’ decision to
extend her appointment in November
without posting her contract on a meet-
ing agenda may have run afoul of the
state’s open meetings laws.

Levine, though, pushed back on those
assertions.

FAU chair pushes back on vote 
Levine: Censure based
on misinterpretation

Andrew Marra
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FAU, Page 12A

The U.N.’s top court Friday ordered
Israel to take measures to limit death
and destruction in Gaza as part of a
case brought by South Africa alleging
that Israel’s military action in its war
with Hamas amounts to genocide.

The court stopped short of ordering
a cease-fire in Gaza, which South Afri-
ca had requested.

The order from the International
Court of Justice, which is based in the
Hague, Netherlands, is the first step in 

See ISRAEL, Page 13A

ICJ tells
Israel: Act
to prevent
genocide
Order not enforceable,
but it does add pressure

Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

CORAL SPRINGS – The nation’s top
education official and one of the high-
est-ranking members of Congress this
week visited the scene of the 2018 mass
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School and said what they saw
and were told was “impactful” and “ex-
tremely emotional and powerful.”

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel
Cardona and Massachusetts U.S. Rep.
Katherine Clark, the second-highest
ranking Democrat in the House, on
separate days walked through the now-
shuttered school building in Parkland
and then hosted a gun-violence pre-
vention policy roundtable discussion at
a nearby hotel in Coral Springs.

“It was extremely emotional and 

See PARKLAND, Page 12A

Officials take
emotional
Parkland
school tours
Antonio Fins
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

Operators of the hundreds of tractor-
trailers in The Acreage will have to look
for a new place to park under a revised
ordinance that regulates commercial
truck parking there. 

In a surprise, the Palm Beach County
Commission voted 4-2 Thursday on
first reading against a plan by Commis-
sioner Sara Baxter that would have al-
lowed each of the more than 30,000 lots
there to have two 80,000-pound trac-
tor-trailers.

Baxter’s request to at least allow
those operators who have been there
for years to stay also failed to gain any
support. Just last month, the commis-
sion voted 4-3 to advertise Baxter’s pro-
posed ordinance. Commissioners Mack

Bernard and Marci Woodward flipped
their votes Thursday.

The existing operators are expected
to be given some time to find new sites
before code enforcement takes action
against them.

Woodward said she changed her
vote after area residents made a com-
pelling case for why a weight limit of
80,000 pounds was too much. She said

enforcing such an ordinance would
place an impossible burden on code en-
forcement and could result in having to
double the size of its staff. 

“We would have to have someone out
there on every street,” she said. “What
happens on nights and weekends?”

Intense opposition developed since 

See ACREAGE, Page 12A

Commission’s shift will oust
semi-trucks from Acreage

Carolyn Abbey speaks during public comments at the Palm Beach County Commission meeting in downtown West Palm
Beach on Thursday. THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST

Enforcement behind vote
flip; final decision soon 

Mike Diamond Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

An Acreage resident critical of the proposed zoning change that would allow for
more tractor-trailer rigs provides a picture to county commissioners showing
that some residents are storing multiple trucks on their properties in violation
of the county code. PROVIDED
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powerful to walk through that building
that is a time capsule of Feb. 14, 2018,”
Clark said Thursday evening. “It’s a pow-
erful reminder that gun violence in this
country is a choice we are making, that
we do have the ability to prevent deaths
like we saw, the 17 we lost here.”

That echoed what the education sec-
retary said Monday.

“To say that this morning was one of
the more impactful experiences of my
life is an understatement,” Cardona said.
“Quite frankly, I couldn’t help while
walking with families through the build-
ing, I couldn’t help but ask God why he
wanted me here. What can I do with this
experience to help protect students, and
families and educators?”

Both Cardona and Clark thanked the
parents and loved ones of the 17 students
and staff who were killed and walked
through the building with them. Cardona
and Clark noted their courage and
strength as being in the facility meant re-
living the trauma and pain of that day. 

The subsequent panel discussions
they participated in took place in one of
the ballrooms at the Fort Lauderdale
Marriott Coral Springs Hotel & Conven-
tion Center, where family members were
told the awful news that day.

The visits were led by surviving par-
ents and spouses of those killed. In
speaking with Clark and Cardona, they
emphasized the need to protect schools,
and their students, teachers, staff and
administrators, with a myriad of preven-

tion measures.
Those include providing schools with

trained mental-health counselors, auto-
matic locks on doors, film on classroom
windows and armed guardians trained
by local police in using a firearm in an ac-
tive-shooter crisis.

They also include broader community
actions, such as putting red flag laws in
place to remove weaponry from those
judged by courts to be potentially dan-
gerous for various reasons and curtailing
the availability of assault weapons,
which both Cardona and Clark called
weapons of war.

Congressman Jared Moskowitz, a
Democrat who represents a district that

includes Parkland and parts of Palm
Beach County, has been facilitating the
tours with government officials.

Moskowitz said in a December inter-
view that he believes, despite the polar-
ization and intransigence on Capitol Hill,
there is still an opportunity to enact “in-
cremental” changes on issues like red
flag laws that together would be mean-
ingful.

“Everything we do is saving a life,” he
said. 

As a Democratic state lawmaker,
Moskowitz worked with then-Gov. Rick
Scott, a Republican, and the GOP-major-
ity Florida Legislature to enact gun safe-
ty measures after the 2018 tragedy.

Moskowitz, who graduated from Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas, said he arranges
the tours of the Parkland high school
building because it’s a “dramatic teach-
ing event” for the elected officials and
policy-makers to see the site.

“That’s why I’ve taken Democrats and
Republicans through the building,” he
said. “We’ll do as many as we can, be-
cause there’s no better teacher to see the
failures in that building.”

The building is set to be torn down
this coming summer.

Parkland
Continued from Page 1A

U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona, center, speaks at a roundtable with
U.S. Rep. Jared Moskowitz, left, and Max Schachter, right. Schachter’s son, Alex,
was killed in the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High shooting. 

U.S. Rep. Katherine Clark, the second
highest ranking Democrat in the U.S.
House, speaks with an attendee ahead
of a roundtable talk on gun violence
prevention. The panel discussion
followed her tour of the Parkland high
school shooting site.
PHOTOS BY ANTONIO FINS/PALM BEACH POST

last month’s vote; opponents called the
change at Thursday’s public hearing a
recipe for disaster.

Richard Vassalotti, a longtime resi-
dent of The Acreage and a retired fire-
rescue captain, said it was “unfathom-
able” to consider adding hundreds, if
not thousands of semis, to the unim-
proved roads in The Acreage. He said he
has responded to “horrific” tractor-trail-
er crashes resulting in fatalities, claim-
ing it is unsafe for them to be on roads
that were never designed to accommo-
date their size.

Opponents presented a video to the
commission showing first responders
coming to the rescue of those injured in
an accident involving tractor-trailers. 

Speaking out against the higher
weight limit were the Indian Trail Im-
provement District, the Acreage Land-

owners Association, for-
mer County Commis-
sioner Jeff Koons and
scores of Acreage resi-
dents who said trying to
cope with the growing
number of semis has
been a nightmare. The
district said it was pre-

pared to sue the county if it approved
the weight limit of 80,000 pounds.

The distict maintains the road sys-
tem and assesses homeowners for the
expense. It estimated the cost of repair-
ing roads damaged by additional semis
to be in excess of $1.5 billion, much more
than the $2,500 fee that Baxter pro-
posed to levy against new trucks that
come there.

The issue of whether the trucks can
stay has been debated for some time.
Baxter, who represents The Acreage,
has been a strong ally of the truckers, ar-
guing that many of them have operated
there for years. Code enforcement be-
gan citing them two years ago. More

than 500 trucks in The Acreage weigh in
excess of 16,000 pounds, according to
county planners.

Baxter initially pushed for an in-
crease in the weight limit for areas in the
county designated residential-agricul-
tural to 16,000 pounds from 12,500.
County commissioners have agreed to
the 16,000-pound limit. Most lawn-ser-
vice companies and businesses with
box trucks will be able to operate with
that higher limit. Also permitted will be
two commercial trucks at that limit
parked on each lot. The current ordi-
nance allows for only one.

At issue was Baxter’s move to carve
out a special exception for The Acreage,
allowing the two 80,000-pound trucks
on each lot. Critics argued the result
would have been an industrial parking
lot in a residential area.

Many of the truckers say they were
told by Realtors that it was legal to move
their operations to The Acreage. They

say a code-enforcement crackdown oc-
curred after new developments came to
the region. They have argued, with the
support of state Rep. Rick Roth, R-West
Palm Beach, that it is unfair for the
county to go after small businesses that
are serving an important function for
residents.

Commissioner Maria Marino said
she was concerned that other other
areas of the county would also demand
the higher weight limit of 80,000
pounds if the Baxter proposal was ap-
proved. It might be difficult to say no to
them from a legal standpoint, she noted.

County commissioners will cast their
final vote Feb. 22 to adopt the revised or-
dinance. It is possible they could again
change their minds, but Baxter was the
sole commissioner supporting a weight
limit above 16,000 pounds. She argued
that it was unfair to blame all of the road
damage on the semis. Some of the dam-
age has come from builders that have

constructed thousands of new homes in
developments outside The Acreage, she
said.

Critics, she claimed, were guilty of
fear mongering.

County Mayor Maria Sachs voted
with Baxter, but she told The Palm

Beach Post that she voted
that way because she was
opposed to even increas-
ing the weight limit from
12,500 to 16,000 pounds.

County Commissioner
Gregg Weiss, a strong op-
ponent of the changes,
was out of town attend-

ing a National Association of Counties’
conference. Had he been present, he
likely would have voted against Baxter’s
proposal. His chief of staff, Neils Heime-
riks, read a statement for him. 

“This debate isn’t about government
overreach. It is about balancing compet-
ing interests and playing by the rules.
I’m not aware of any county (in Florida)
that allows semitrucks to park in AR
zoning districts. You know why? Be-
cause it is bad policy. It sets a terrible
precedent. I won’t stand for it.”

What was not in dispute Thursday
was the critical shortage of parking
spaces for the semis. Many of them can
be found parked along ramps of Inter-
state 95 and Florida’s Turnpike. 

Weiss and Elizabeth Accomando, the
president of the district’s board of su-
pervisors, said they will support efforts
to find a space for a parking lot to house
the tractor trailers. Weiss said he has al-
ready reached out to state and federal
officials for help. 

Ideally, they say the lot should be
near the turnpike or I-95.

Accomando noted that in just the
past three years, hundreds of tractor
trailer operators moved into The Acre-
age once Miami-Dade and Broward
counties ruled that they could not be
stored in rural residential areas 

“The level of semi-tractor trailer traf-
fic has significantly increased,” she not-
ed. 

Acreage
Continued from Page 1A

Ricardo Alonzo, right, sits with his wife, Natalia Melian, during public comments
at the Palm Beach County Commission meeting in downtown West Palm Beach
on Thursday. The couple joined other red shirt-wearing citizens attending the
meeting. THOMAS CORDY/PALM BEACH POST

Koons 

Sachs 

He said Volnick does not have a con-
tract because she is an interim president.
She was appointed last year to the tem-
porary position through an appointment
letter, which he said was provided to the
governors.

“We never did have a contract; we
have an appointment letter,” Levine said
in an interview Thursday. “We’ve deliv-
ered everything they’ve asked for.”

That concern, coupled with the state’s
conclusion in December that last year’s
aborted presidential search also violated
the open meetings law, led some gover-
nors to place blame on Levine, who
headed the search committee.

Board of Governors member Craig
Mateer, an Orlando entrepreneur and
political donor to Gov. Ron DeSantis,
called for the no-confidence vote, saying
“the FAU (presidential) search is a mess”
and “I personally believe Chairman Lev-
ine should resign.”

“The Board of Governors should be on
the record that we’re not going to tolerate
this,” he said.

While acknowledging that the vote
was a symbolic act with no practical ef-
fect, other governors said it was impor-
tant to signal their disapproval.

“I share the same concerns. This is
now reflecting on the Board of Gover-
nors,” said Education Commissioner
Manny Diaz Jr., a Board of Governors
member. “This is the second process is-
sue we’ve had at Florida Atlantic Univer-
sity.”

Levine said after the meeting that he
was “at a loss” regarding the governors’
decision.

“I’m just trying to do what’s right for
FAU,” he said. “We followed (the Board of
Governors’) suggested process used to
hire another Florida president. Then
they said that was bad and we need to
redo it.”

“All I have ever done is what’s in the
best interest of FAU,” he said.

The concerns about the way that
FAU’s trustees extended Volnick’s em-
ployment seemed to come as a surprise

to some governors at Wednesday’s meet-
ing.

Governor Eric Silagy, the former presi-
dent of Florida Power & Light, voted
against the censure, calling it “an ex-
traordinary action” that would “send
huge reverberations through FAU.

“I do not support doing this right
now,” he said. “I think it is premature; I
think it is rash.”

“FAU has been through a lot,” he add-
ed, “and it sounds to me like this was a
technical foot fault that went on.”

The vote is the second time that the
governors have targeted Levine, who in
his role as trustees chairman has clashed
with fellow trustee Barbara Feingold, a
prominent Republican political donor
and a former member of the Board of
Governors.

Last month the governors’ inspector
general recommended that Levine be
prohibited from chairing the next presi-
dential search committee, saying that an
open meetings law violation during last
year’s search “raises questions regarding
the competence of the search.”

FAU’s search for a new president be-

gan last January and has been rocked by
intrigue and infighting since firebrand
state Rep. Randy Fine, a Republican from
Brevard County, emerged as a candidate
for the job.

Fine had received vocal support from
Gov. Ron DeSantis, and insiders say,
Feingold, the board of trustees’ vice
chairperson and a political donor to both
DeSantis and Fine.

When Fine was not among the list of
finalists announced in July, Rodrigues,
the university chancellor, halted the
search process, citing concerns about
the use of an anonymous ballot to gauge
members’ support for different candi-
dates.

The timing of the move led to wide-
spread speculation that Fine’s exclusion
had influenced the decision to intervene.

After a five-month delay, the Board of
Governors last month directed FAU to re-
start the search, citing their inspector
general’s conclusion that the initial
search violated the open meetings law.

Andrew Marra is a reporter at The
Palm Beach Post. Reach him at amar-
ra@pbpost.com.

FAU
Continued from Page 1A


