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ARTICLE 12 "BG" BUSINESS, GENERAL DISTRICT99 

 
Section 12.0 Purpose 

  
The purpose of the Business, General District is to provide appropriate locations 

for businesses of a more general nature than might be expected to be found in a 
neighborhood.  

 
All new development in the Business, General District should be served by public 

water and sewer facilities approved by the Washington County Health Department. 
 
The following regulations and applicable regulations contained in other articles 

shall apply in the "BG" Business, General District. 
 

Section 12.1 Principal Permitted Uses 
 
(a) Retail trades, businesses and services, including but not limited to the 

following and any use permitted in the BL District, subject to the use 
regulations specified in that district. 

 
Amusement parks. 

Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics, or kennels without outside runways or  
exercise areas. 

 
Bottling of soft drink or milk, or distribution stations for same. 

Bowling alleys. 

Carpentry or woodworking shops. 

Conference Centers.100 

Department stores. 

Drive-in restaurants. 

Golf driving ranges. 

Hotels and apartment hotels, including motels. 

Libraries. 

Newspaper publishing establishments. 

Printing shops. 

Retail building material sales conducted in an enclosed structure with no 
outside material storage. 
 

                                                
99    Revision 17, Article 12 deleted and replaced, 4/17/12, eff. 7/1/12 (RZ-10-005/ORD-2010-07) 
100    Revision 17, Section 12.1(a) amended 4/23/13; Conference Centers added (RZ-12-002/ORD-2013-

13) 
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Sales and service establishments for automobiles, trucks, recreational travel 
vehicles, farm implements and motorcycles, subject to the setback 
requirements of Section 12.6(d). 
 
Schools, business, dancing, music and trade. 

Sheet metal shops. 

Sign painting shops. 

Signs, outdoor advertising, subject to the provisions of Section 22.24 and 
22.25. 

 
Skating rinks. 

Swimming pools. 

Telephone central office or service center. 

Temporary or Seasonal Retail - provided that the area devoted to the use be 
limited to less than 2,500 sq. ft. and that the use on the premises occurs for 
at least 30 days and does not exceed 9 months within a calendar year. 

 
Tourist homes. 

Wholesale business, warehousing or service establishments, except as first 
allowed in an "IR" or "IG" District. 

 
Section 12.2 Special Exception Uses (Requiring Board Authorization After Public 
Hearing) 

 
(a) Wholesale and retail outside building material storage yards; utility storage 

yards, such as water, electric, gas, communication and sewer; and outside 
storage yards which are directly related to any principal permitted or special 
exception use in a BG zone. 

 
(b) Feed and grain sales, milling and/or storage. 
 
(c) Outdoor drive-in theaters. 
 
(d) Animal hospitals, veterinary clinics, or kennels with outside runways or 

exercise areas which shall be 100 feet from any dwelling, place of worship, 
school or institution for human care not located on the same lot and subject 
to additional requirements of Section 12.5. 

 
(e) Research and development facilities as defined in Article 28A. 
 

 (f) Adult bookstores provided that no such establishment is located within 1,000 
feet of any residential district, within 1,000 feet of a place of worship or 
school, within 1,000 feet of any restaurant, eating establishment, hotel or 
motel, within 1,000 feet of any theater, club or lodge, or within 1,000 feet of 
any other adult book store or adult mini-motion picture theater. 
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(g) Adult mini-motion picture theaters, provided that no such establishment is 
located within 1,000 feet of any residential district, within 1,000 feet of any 
place of worship or school, within 1,000 feet of any restaurant, eating 
establishment, hotel or motel, within 1,000 feet of any theater, club, or lodge, 
or within 1,000 feet of any other adult mini-motion theater or adult book 
store. 

 
(h) Any other facility providing any other type of adult entertainment provided 

that no such establishment is located within 1,000 feet of any residential 
district, within 1,000 feet of a place of worship or school, within 1,000 feet of 
any restaurant, eating establishment, hotel or motel, within 1,000 feet of any 
theater, club, or lodge, or within 1,000 feet of any other adult book store, 
adult mini-motion picture theater, or any other facility providing adult 
entertainment. 

 
(i) Public utility buildings, structures, or uses not considered essential utility 

equipment, as defined in Article 28A. 
 
(j) Commercial Communications Towers, subject to the requirements of 

Section 4.22. 
 
(k) Places of worship. 
 
(l) Any other use that the Board finds is functionally similar to any principally 

permitted use or special exception except adult book stores, adult mini-
motion picture theaters, or any other type of adult entertainment listed in this 
Article. The Board shall not grant any special exception which is inconsistent 
with the purpose set forth for this District, nor which will materially or 
adversely affect the use of any adjacent or neighboring properties. 

 
Section 12.3 Accessory Uses 

 
 (a) Uses and structures customarily accessory and incidental to any principal 

permitted use or authorized conditional use, including business signs 
pertaining to "use on the premises" (provided, that such signs are located as 
regulated in Section 22.23), and a single-family dwelling unit in the same 
building with a principal use. 

 
Section 12.4 Height Regulations 

 
No structure shall exceed seventy-five (75) feet in height, except as provided in 

Section 23.4. 
 

Section 12.5 Lot Area, Lot Width and Yard Setback Requirements 
 
The following minimum requirements shall be observed subject to the modified 

requirements in Article 23. 
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USE 
LOT 

AREA 
LOT 

WIDTH 

FRONT 
YARD 

DEPTH 

NO. OF 
STORIES 

SIDE YARD 
(WIDTH EACH 
SIDE YARD) 

REAR 
YARD 

 
Non–residential 
Buildings 

None None 40 ft. * 10 ft.** 10 ft.** 

Hotels 
20,000 sq. 

ft. 
100 ft. 40 ft.  20 ft. 20 ft.** 

 
Motels 
 

1 acre 100 ft. 40 ft. 1 – 2 ½ 15 ft. 15 ft.** 

 
Residential 
parts of non-
residential 
buildings 

Same as 
“RU” 

District 

Same as 
“RU” 

District 

Same as 
“RU” District 

Same as 
“RU” District 

Same as “RU” 
District 

Same as 
“RU” 

District 

 
***Animal 
hospitals, 
veterinary 
clinics, or 
kennels with 
outside runways 
or exercise 
areas 

1 acre 200 ft. 50 ft.  50 ft. 50 ft. 

* Subject to requirements of Section 12.4. 
** Except adjoining any RR, RT, RS, RU, or RM District, in which case not less than thirty-five (35) feet and 
subject to all applicable screening requirements. 
***(See also section 12.2(d)). 
 
 

Section 12.6 Design Standards 
 
(a) Site Coverage: Impermeable site coverage (Parking areas, building area, 

and other paved surfaces) shall not be greater than 80% of the gross area of 
the site. This site coverage limitation shall not include any area of pervious 
or permeable pavement. 

 
 (b) Refuse: Adequate provision shall be made for storage and collection of 

refuse. Refuse collection and storage areas shall not be located in the front 
yard or in the front of the building. Refuse collection and storage areas may 
be located on the side or to the rear of the building but not in the side yard 
setback. Refuse collection and storage areas shall be completely shielded 
from view at all times by fencing or landscaping that meets the applicable 
requirements of Article 22, Division XI. 

 
(c) Landscaping: Permeable areas of the site, excluding permeable pavement, 

shall be landscaped with ground cover, shrubs, and trees according to the 
guidelines contained in Article 22, Division XI. If the new use is adjacent to 
any lot occupied by a dwelling, school, place of worship, or institution for 
human care not located on the same lot as said use or buildings, or any lot 
which is part of a duly recorded residential subdivision, it shall be effectively 
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screened according to the buffering requirements contained in Article 22, 
Division XI. 

 
 When additional screening and buffering is required or appropriate to 

enhance compatibility between uses it shall be provided according to the 
buffering requirements contained in Article 22, Division XI. 

 
(d) Vehicle Display: All vehicles displayed on sales lots, including farm 

implements, shall be parked at least ten (10) feet from the public or private 
street or road right-of-way, or from the curb, or from the street or road edge, 
whichever provides the greatest setback. 

 
(e) Lighting: All sites which will receive night use shall be provided lighting for 

safety and aesthetics. Lighting shall be provided in accordance with the 
regulations and guidelines contained in Article 22, Division X. 

 
(f) Signs:  Signs may be provided and shall be in accordance with the 

regulations and guidelines contained in Article 22, Division II. 
 
(g) Loading Areas: All uses shall provide an appropriately sized area for 

parking vehicles to load and unload goods and materials. The designated 
loading area shall not be located where it will interfere with the flow of traffic 
in the parking lot or on adjacent public or private streets. Loading areas shall 
be provided in accordance with the regulations and guidelines contained in 
Article 22, Division I. Where appropriate and approved by the Planning 
Commission, loading areas may be shared among several uses on the 
same site. 

 
(h) Outside Storage: All wholesale and retail outside building material storage 

yards and other outside storage yards shall include a fence or a dense 
screen planting of trees, shrubs, or other plant materials, or both, to the full 
length of the outdoor storage area to serve as a barrier to visibility, air borne 
particles, glare or noise. Such screen planting shall be in accordance with 
the following requirements: 

 
1. Plant materials used in the screen planting shall be of such species 

and size as will produce a complete visual screen of at least six (6) 
feet in height. 

 
2. A fence, when erected as a screen, shall be not less than six (6) feet 

in height, and shall be placed no closer than three (3) feet from any 
street or property line. 

 
3. The screen planting shall be placed so that at maturity it will be no 

closer than ten (10) feet from any street or property line. 
 

4. No structure, fence, planting or other obstruction shall be permitted 
which would interfere with traffic visibility across the corner of a lot 
and at access driveways within a required clear sight triangle. Such 
clear sight triangle shall be maintained in the area between a plane 
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two (2) feet above curb level and a plane seven (7) feet above curb 
level. 

 
5. The screen planting or fence shall be broken only at points of 

vehicular or pedestrian access. 
 
6. The screening requirements of Article 22, Division XI shall also apply 

and the stricter shall prevail. 
 
(i) Permanent or temporary outside display areas shall be designated on the 

site plan and shall be designed to be consistent with the non-parking uses in 
parking facilities guidelines contained in Section 22.14. Outside display 
areas are subject to the yard requirements of Section 12.5. 

 
(j) Unoccupied commercial buildings shall be subject to the following 

maintenance of vacant buildings guidelines. 
 
 1. The property shall be kept clear of trash. 
 
 2. Parking lot lights shall be illuminated during the evening business 

hours of the surrounding commercial area. If there is no adjacent 
commercial area, the property shall be minimally lit for security 
purposes. 

 
 3. Commercial identification signs shall be removed and the space 

behind them repainted or treated in an appropriate manner to 
maintain an appearance consistent with the remainder of the 
building. 

 
 4. Landscaped areas shall be kept clear of weeds and be properly 

maintained. 
 
 5. Buildings shall be kept in good condition (painted areas kept in good 

condition, windows kept in good and clean condition, walls and other 
surfaces kept clear of graffiti and other staining elements, 
destruction caused by vandals repaired, etc.). 

 
 6. Contact information shall be posted. 
 
(k) All new development in the Business, General District shall be served by 

public water and sewer facilities that have been approved by the 
Washington County Health Department. 

 
 1. The Planning Commission may waive this requirement after 

consultation and advice from the Health Department. 
 2. Prior to a decision to grant or not grant a waiver of this requirement, 

the Planning Commission shall consider the following: 
 
  i. The need to protect environmental resources from potential 

pollution from failing septic systems. 
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  ii. The availability and proximity of existing public water and 

sewer facilities. 
 

  iii. The status of any available plans for utility extensions in the 
future that may serve the area. 

 
  iv. The existence and operation of private, on-site health facilities 

in the vicinity. 
 

  v. Recommendations of the Washington County Health 
Department. 

 
  vi. The adopted Washington County Water and Sewerage Plan. 
 
  vii. Recommendations of the potential service provider. 
 

  viii. Any grant of a waiver to allow the use of a private, on-site well 
or septic system is conditional upon the agreement to abandon 
the private system and connect to the public utility when it 
becomes available. 

 
  ix. When the Planning Commission has determined that a waiver 

from the required use of public water and sewer facilities is 
appropriate, the minimum lot size shall be as specified in 
Section 12.5. Lot dimensions shall also conform to any 
applicable minimum requirements affecting lot size, width, or 
separations imposed by the Washington County Health 
Department. 

 
  x. Any private on-site well or septic system shall meet all Health 

Department requirements. 
 
(l) All new development in the Business, General District shall comply with the 

requirements of the Washington County Adequate Public Facilities 
Ordinance. 

 
Section 12.7 Site Plan 

 
A Site Plan with an approved Forest Stand Delineation and Forest Conservation 

Plan is required (Section 4.11) for all principally permitted and approved special 
exception uses. All Site Plans shall contain information as required by the applicable 
sections of this Article and this Ordinance and shall not be approved without compliance 
with the applicable sections. 


