
ARTICLE
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Tewksbury Zoning Bylaw as follows:

A. Insert New Definitions in Section 2:

Banquet, Event, or Conference Facility: A place of assembly for special events such as weddings, banquets, and other formal meetings which may include catering facilities and other amenities except for lodging.
Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS): Devices that enable energy including from renewables, like solar and wind, to be stored and then released when power is needed most.

Cold Storage Warehouse: A specialized storage facility equipped with temperature-controlled environments. Its primary function is to store temperature-sensitive products, often perishable goods like pharmaceutical products, ensuring their quality, and proper air temperature. Product storage is often for extended periods of time and is generally delivered to final consumers instead of distributors.
Data Storage Center (Data Center): A physical location that stores computing machines and their related hardware equipment. It contains the computing infrastructure that IT systems require, such as servers, data storage drives, and network equipment. It is the physical facility that stores a company's digital data.
Light Industrial Warehouse: facility for the storage and distribution of smaller millwork items, electronics, appliances, furnishings, and other small goods utilizing van or small box truck for transit. Tractor trailer use limited to delivery only, no overnight parking or distribution via tractor trailer. 
B. Insert New Uses in Section 5.4.3 Appendix A, Table of Uses:
Section A.4 Commercial

	DISTRICTS & USES
	F
	R40
	MF
	VR
	MUB
	TC
	LB
	WNB
	SB
	GB
	I1
	I2
	OR
	TD
	P

	Banquet, Event, or Conference Facility
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	PB
	N
	N



Section A.5 Industrial
	DISTRICTS & USES
	F
	R40
	MF
	VR
	MUB
	TC
	LB
	WNB
	SB
	GB
	I1
	I2
	OR
	TD
	P

	Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	PB
	PB
	PB
	N
	N

	Data Storage Center (Data Center)
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	Cold Storage Warehouse
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N

	Light Industrial Warehouse
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	Y
	N
	N


C. Amend Section 5.4.3 Appendix A, Table of Uses with the following underlined additions and strikethrough deletions:

	DISTRICTS & USES
	F
	R40
	MF
	VR
	MUB
	TC
	LB
	WNB
	SB
	GB
	I1
	I2
	OR
	TD
	P

	Research & development, laboratory, which may include accessory manufacturing of products in testing and development
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	N
	Y
	N
	N
	Y
	Y
	PB

Y
	N
	N


D. Under Section 7:

1) Insert Section 7.6 BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS

2) Insert Section 7.6.1 Abandonment or Decommissioning: Any Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) which has reached the end of its useful life or has been abandoned shall be removed in a manner consistent with the removal of large-scale ground-mounted solar photovoltaic systems as detailed in Section 7.4.9 and Section 7.4.10 of this Bylaw. Final abandonment and decommissioning may include soil testing and remediation as necessary and as required by the Planning Board.
3) Insert Section 7.6.2 Financial Surety: As a condition of the Special Permit, the Planning Board shall require the applicant to provide surety in an amount approved by the Planning Board to be necessary to ensure the proper removal of the installation. The form of the surety shall be through an escrow account, surety bond, or other means of like character acceptable to the Planning Board. The amount of the surety shall be based on a fully inclusive estimate of the costs associated with removal and site restoration, prepared by a qualified engineer. The amount shall include a mechanism for calculating increased removal costs due to inflation or the increased market rate cost of the equipment and services necessary to achieve the removal and site restoration. In no case shall the amount of the surety exceed 125% of the cost of removal and compliance with the additional requirements set forth herein. Surety shall not be required for municipally or state-owned facilities. The surety submittal shall be accompanied by a decommissioning plan compliant with state and federal regulations in the event the Town is responsible for the decommissioning and removal of the BESS. 

Planning Board
Executive Summary: The proposed amendments to the bylaws concerning commercial and industrial uses create flexibility and certainty of procedure for prospective business owners and attract low-impact, high-tech businesses to Town. 

