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FOR MORE INFORMATION REFER TO THE
ILLINOIS ACCESSIBILITY CODE
STATE OF ILLINOIS DEVELOPMENT BOARD
EFFECTIVE APRIL 24, 1997
CHAPTER 1 400.310
SUBCHAPTER B

INTERPRETATION OF THE ILLINOIS ACCESSIBILITY
IS DETERMINED BY THE LOCAL CODE OFFICIAL.

DRINKING FOUNTAINS AND WATER COOLERS

A)  Spout Height.       Spouts shall be no higher than 36 in. (915 mm),
measured from the floor or ground surfaces to the spout outlet.  (ADAAG
4.15.2)

B)  Spout Location.        The spouts of drinking fountains and water coolers shall
be at the front of the unit and shall direct the water flow in a trajectory that is
parallel or nearly parallel to the front of the unit.  The spout shall provide a flow
of water at least 4 in. (100 mm) high so as to allow the insertion of a cup or
glass under the flow of water.  On an accessible drinking fountain with a round or
oval bowl, the spout must be positioned so the flow of water is within 3 in. (75
mm) of the front edge of the fountain.  (ADAAG 4.15.3)

C)  Controls.     Controls shall comply with Section 400.310 (q)(4).  Unit
controls shall be front mounted or side mounted near the front edge.  (ADAAG
4.15.4)

LAVATORIES AND MIRRORS.     If lavatories and mirrors are provided, then at least one of
each shall comply with the following requirements:

      A)  General.  The requirements of this subsection shall apply to lavatory fixtures, vanities,
and built-in lavatories.  (ADAAG 4.19

      B)  Height and Clearances.        Lavatories shall be mounted with the rim or counter
surface no higher than 34 in. (865 mm) above the finish floor.  Provide a clearance of at least
29 in. (735 mm) above the finish floor to the bottom of the apron.  (ADAAG 4.19.2)

      C)  Clear Floor Space.      A clear floor space 30 in by 48 in. (760 mm by 1220 mm)
complying with Section 400.220 (d)    shall be provided in front of a lavatory to allow
forward approach.  Such clear floor space shall adjoin or overlap an accessible route and shall
extend a maximum of 19 in.  (485 mm) underneath the lavatory.  (ADAAG 4.19.3)

      D)  Exposed Pipes and Surfaces.         Hot water and drain pipes under lavatories shall be
insulated or otherwise configured to protect against contact.  There shall be no sharp or
abrasive surfaces under lavatories.  (ADAAG 4.19.4)

      E)  Faucets.  Faucets shall comply with subsection (r)(4) of this Section.
Lever-operated, push-type,    and electronically controlled mechanisms are examples of
acceptable designs.  If self-closing valves are used the faucet shall remain open for at least
10 seconds.  (ADAAG 4.19.5)

      F)  Mirrors.  Mirrors shall be mounted with the bottom edge of the reflecting surface no
higher than 40 in. (1015 mm) above the finish floor.  (ADAAG 4.19.6)

CONTROLS AND DISPENSERS.  If controls, dispensers, receptacles, or other equipment are
provided, then at least one of each shall be on an accessible route, and shall comply with
subsection (r) of this Section.  (ADAAG 4.22.7)

DOORS

 All doors to accessible spaces (as defined in Section 400.210) shall comply with the
following
 Requirements:

1.    Clear Width.       Doorways shall have a minimum clear opening of 32-in. (815 mm) with
the door open 90 degrees, measured between the face of the door and the opposite stop.
Openings more than 24 in. (610 mm) in depth shall comply with Section 400.220 (a) and
subsection (a)(2) of this Section

EXCEPTION:  Door not requiring full user passage, such as shallow closets, may have the clear
opening reduced to 20 in. (510 mm) minimum.  (ADAAG 4.13.5)

2.    THRESHOLDS AT DOORWAYS.      Thresholds at doorways shall not exceed ¾ in. (19
mm) in height for exterior sliding doors or ½ in. (13 mm) for other types of doors.  Raised
thresholds and floor level changes at accessible doorways shall be beveled with a slope no
greater than 1:2 (see subsection (a)(7) of this Section).  (ADAAG 4.18.8)

3.    Door Hardware.  Handles, pulls, latches, locks, and other operating devices on
accessible doors shall have a shape that is easy to grasp with one hand and does not require
tight grasping, tight pinching, or twisting of the wrist to operate.  Lever-operated
mechanisms, push-type mechanisms, and U-shaped handles are acceptable designs.  When
sliding doors are fully open, operating hardware shall be exposed and usable from both sides.
Hardware required for accessible door passage shall be mounted no higher than 48 in.
(1220 mm) above finished floor.  (ADAAG 4.13.9)

4.    Door Closers.     If a door has a closer, then the sweep period of the closer shall be
adjusted so that from an open position of 70 degrees, the door will take at least 3 seconds
to move to a point 3 in. (75 mm)
       from the latch, measured to the leading edge of the door. (ADAAG 4.13.10)

5.    Door Opening Force.     The maximum force for pushing or pulling open a door shall be
as follows:

Fire doors shall have the minimum opening force allowable by the appropriate administrative
authority.
Other doors:
exterior hinged doors: 8.5 lbf (37.8N);
interior hinged doors:  5 lbf (22.2N);
sliding or folding doors:  5 lbf (22.2N).
       These forces do not apply to the force required to retract latch bolts or disengage
other devices that
       may hold the door in a closed position.  (ADAAG 4.13.11)

6.    Automatic Doors and Power-Assisted Doors.             If an automatic door is used, then
it shall comply with ANSI/BHMA A156.10-1985.  Slowly opening, low-powered, automatic
doors shall comply with ANSI A156.19-1984.  Such doors shall not open to back check
faster than 3 seconds and shall require no more than 15 lbf (66.6N) to stop door movement.
If a power-assisted door is used, its door-opening force shall comply with subsection (j)(10)
of this Section and its closing shall conform to the requirements in ANSI A156.19-1984.
(ADAAG 4.13.12)

1.   General.     Any part of an accessible route with a slope greater than 1:20 shall be
considered a ramp and shall comply with the following requirements unless another means
of accessible vertical access (e.g., accessible elevator or accessible platform lift) is
provided.              (ADAAG 4.8.1)

2.   Slope and Rise:    The least possible slope shall be used for any ramp.  The maximum
slope of a ramp in new construction shall be 1:12.  The maximum rise for any run shall be
30 in.  Curb ramps and interior or exterior      ramps to be constructed on existing sites
or in existing buildings or facilities where space limitations prohibit the use of a 1:12 slope
or less may have slopes and rises as follows:    (ADAAG 4.8.2)

A)   A slope between 1:10 and 1:12 is allowed for a maximum rise of 6 in.
B)   A slope between 1:8 and 1:10 is allowed for a maximum rise of 3 in.  A slope steeper
than 1:8 is not allowed.  (ADAAG 4.1.6(3)(a))

3.   Clear Width.     The minimum clear width of a ramp shall be 36 in. (915 mm). (ADAAG
4.8.3)

4.   Landings.     Ramps shall have level landings at bottom and top of each ramp run.
Landings shall have the following features:

A)  The landing shall be at least as wide as the ramp run leading to it.
B)  The landing length shall be a minimum of 60 in. (1525 mm) clear.
C)  If ramps change direction at landings, the minimum landing size shall be 60 in. by 60 in.
(1525 mm by 1525 mm).
D)  If a doorway is located at a landing, then the area in front of the doorway shall comply
with subsection (j)(5) of this Section.  (ADAAG 4.8.4)

Handrails, Grab Bars, and Tub and Shower Seats

1) General.     All handrails, grab bars, and tub and shower seats required to be accessible shall
comply
 with the requirements of this subsection (q).  (ADAAG 4.26.1)

2) Size and Spacing of Grab Bars and Handrails.                The diameter or width of the
gripping surfaces of a handrail or grab bar shall be 1-1/4 in to 1-1/2 in (32 mm to 38 mm), or
the shape shall provide an equivalent gripping surface.  If handrails or grab bars are mounted
adjacent to a wall, the space between the wall and the grab bar shall be 1-1/2 in. (38 mm).
Handrails may be located in a recess if the recess is a maximum of 3 in. (75 mm) deep and
extends at least 18 in. (455 mm) above the top of the rail.  (ADAAG 4.26.2)

3) Structural Strength.        The structural strength of grab bars, tub and shower seats,
fasteners, and mounting devices shall meet the following specification:

A)  Bending stress in a grab bar or seat induced by the maximum bending moment from the
Application of 250 lbf (1112N) shall be less than the allowable stress for the material of the
grab bar or seat

B)  Shear stress induced in a grab bar or seat by the application of 250 lbf (1112N) shall be
Less than the allowable shear stress for the material of the grab bar or seat.  If the connection
between the grab bar or seat and its mounting bracket or other support is considered to be
fully restrained, then direct and torsional shear stresses shall be totaled for the combined shear
stress, which shall not exceed the allowable shear stress.

C)  Shear force induced in a fastener or mounting device from the application of 250 lbf
(1112N) shall be less than the allowable lateral load of either the fastener or mounting device or
the supporting structure, whichever is the smaller allowable load.

D)  Tensile force induced in a fastener by a direct tension force of 250 lbf (1112N) plus the
maximum moment from the application of 250 lbf (1112N) shall be less than the allowable
withdrawal load between the fastener and the supporting structure.

E)  Grab bars shall not rotate within their fittings.  (ADAAG 4.26.3)

4)  ELIMINATING HAZARDS.       A handrail or grab bar and any wall or other surface adjacent to
it shall be free of any sharp or abrasive elements.  Edges shall have a minimum radius of 1/8 in.
(3.2 mm).  (ADAAG 4.26.4)

CONTROLS AND OPERATING MECHANISMS

1)  General.  Where controls and operating mechanisms are provided in accessible spaces,
along accessible routes or as parts of accessible elements (for example, light switches and dispenser
controls), operable parts and controls      shall comply with the   requirements of this subsection (r).
(ADAAG 4.1.3(13))

2) Clear Floor Space.      Clear floor space complying with Section 400.220(d)    that allows a
forward or a parallel approach by a person using a wheelchair shall be provided at controls, dispensers,
receptacles, and other operable equipment  (ADAAG 4.27.2)

3) Height.  The highest operable part of controls, dispensers, receptacles, and other operable
   equipment shall be placed within at least one of the reach ranges specified in Section
 400.220(e) and (f).       Electrical and communications system receptacles on walls shall be
 mounted no less than 15 in. (380 mm) above the floor.

EXCEPTION:  These requirements do not apply where the use of special equipment
 dictates otherwise or where electrical and communications systems receptacles are not
 normally intended for use by building occupants.  (ADAAG 4.27.4)

 Operation.  Controls and operating mechanisms shall be operable with one hand and
 shall not require tight grasping, pinching, or twisting of the wrist.  The force required to
 activate controls shall be no greater than 5 lbf (22.2N).  (ADAAG 4.27.4)

DETECTABLE WARNINGS

 Detectable warnings shall be provided as follows:

1) Detectable Warnings on Walking Surfaces.              Detectable warning features on walking
Surfaces shall consist of exposed aggregate concrete, cushioned surfaces mad of
rubber or plastic, raised strips, or grooves.  Features shall contrast with that of
the surrounding surface.

2) Tactile Warning on Doors to Hazardous Areas.             Doors that lead to areas that might
prove dangerous to a person who is visually impaired (for example, doors to loading
platforms, boiler rooms, stages, etc.) shall be made identifiable to the touch by a
textured surface on the door handle, knob, pull, or other operating hardware.  This
textured surface may be made by knurling or roughening or by a material applied to
the contact surface.  Such textured surfaces shall not be provided for emergency
exit doors or any doors other than those to hazardous areas.                   See definition of
"Hazardous Areas".

3) Detectable Warnings at Stairs.          All stairs, except those in dwelling units, in enclosed
 stair towers, or set to the side of the path of travel shall have a detectable
warning at the top of stair runs.

4) Detectable Warnings at Hazardous Vehicular Areas.               If a walk crosses or adjoins a
 vehicular way, and the walking surfaces are not separated by curbs, railings, or other
 elements between the pedestrian areas and vehicular areas, the boundary between the
 areas shall be defined by a continuous, detectable warning texture, which is 36 in. (915
 mm) wide, complying with subsection (t)(1) of this Section.  (ADAAG 4.29.5)

5)  Detectable Warnings at Reflecting Pools.           The edges of reflecting pools shall be
Protected by railings, walls, curbs, or detectable warnings complying with subsection (t)(1) of
this Section.  (ADAAG 4.29.6)

6)  Standardization.      Textured surfaces for detectable warnings shall be
standard within a building, facility, site, or complex of buildings.

WATER CLOSETS

i) Grab Bars.  Grab bars for water closets not located in stalls shall comply with subsection
(q) of this Section.  The grab bar behind the water closet shall be 36-in. (915 mm) minimum.  (ADAAG
4.16.4)  Grab bars at back of flush valve water closets may be provided in two
sections if high flushometer riser pipe is required by applicable
building or plumbing code.

TOILET STALLS

Grab bars.  Grab bars complying with the length and positioning shall be provided.  Grab
bars may be mounted with any desired method as long as they have a gripping surface at the locations
shown and do not obstruct the required clear floor area.  Grab bars shall comply with subsection (q) of this
Section.  (ADAAG 4.17.6)  Grab bars at back of flush valve water closets may be provided
in two sections if high flushometer riser pipe is required by applicable building or
plumbing code.

ALARMS

1) General.     Where emergency warning systems or alarms are provided or required
by an applicable State or local building code, life safety code or fire protection
regulation, such systems shall comply with the requirement below and shall be both
audible and visual.  Visual alarms shall be arranged so the flashing light beam can be
seen at the required level of intensity from all common use                      areas.  At a minimum,
visual signal appliances shall be provided in buildings and facilities in each of the following
areas: restrooms and any other general usage areas (e.g., meeting rooms), hallways,
lobbies, and any other area for common use.  (ADAAG 4.28.1)

2) Audible Alarms.      If provided, audible emergency alarms shall produce a sound that exceeds the
 prevailing equivalent sound level in the room or space by at least 15 dbA or exceeds any
 maximum sound level with a duration of 60 seconds by 5 dbA, whichever is louder.  Sound levels
 for alarm signals shall not exceed 120 dbA.  (ADAAG 4.28.2)

3) Visual Alarms.      Visual alarm signal appliances shall be integrated into the building or facility
 alarm system.  If single station audible alarms are provided then single station visual alarm signals
 shall be provided.  Visual alarm signals shall comply with the requirements of U.S. Architectural
 and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board Bulletin #2:  Visual Alarms.

4) Auxiliary Alarms.      Units and sleeping accommodations shall have a visual alarm connected to
 building emergency alarm system or shall have a standard 110-volt electrical receptacle into which
 such an alarm can be connected and a means by which a signal from the building emergency alarm
 system can trigger such an auxiliary alarm.  When visual alarms are in place the signal shall be
 visible in all areas of the unit or room.  Instructions for use of the auxiliary alarm or receptacle
 shall be provided. (ADAAG 4.28.4)

Signage

1)  Signage for Particular Elements or Spaces.                 Elements and spaces of accessible
facilities, which shall be identified by the international symbol of accessibility and which shall
comply with subsection (u)(6)(A)
of this Section are:

A)  Parking spaces designated as reserved for individuals with disabilities (see
Subsection (c)(7) of this Section);

B)  Accessible passenger loading zones;

C)  Accessible entrances when not all are accessible (inaccessible entrances shall have
directional signage to indicate the route to the nearest accessible entrance);

D)  Accessible toilet rooms, bathing facilities, and shower facilities when not all are accessible
(inaccessible facilities shall have directional signage to indicate the route to the nearest
accessible toilet room, bathing or shower facilities).

2)  Signage.      Accessible parking spaces shall be designated as reserved for
environmentally limited persons by providing a R7-8 (U.S. Department of Transportation
standard) sign which contains the international symbol of accessibility.  Such signs shall exhibit
the words "$100.00 Fine" (or higher amount if required by local ordinance).  (See Illinois
Vehicle Code [625 ILCS 5/11-301.1].)  Signs shall be vertically mounted on a post or wall
at front center of the parking space, no more than 5 feet horizontally from the front of the
parking space and set a minimum of 4 feet from finished grade to the bottom of the sign.
Such signs shall be located so they cannot be obscured by a vehicle parked in the space.
(ADAAG 4.6.4)
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