
57 East 55th Street,  Manhattan, 10022 

Price: $21.9M

The Friars Club



Confidentiality & Disclaimer 

All materials and information received or derived from BKREA its directors, officers, agents, advisors, affiliates and/or any third party sources are provided without representation or warranty as to completeness ,
veracity, or accuracy, condition of the property, compliance or lack of compliance with applicable governmental requirements, developability or suitability, financial performance of the property, projected financial
performance of the property for any party’s intended use or any and all other matters. 

Neither BKREA its directors, officers, agents, advisors, or affiliates makes any representation or warranty, express or implied, as to accuracy or completeness of the any materials or information provided, derived, or
received. Materials and information from any source, whether written or verbal, that may be furnished for review are not a substitute for a party’s active conduct of its own due diligence to determine these and other
matters of significance to such party. BKREA will not investigate or verify any such matters or conduct due diligence for a party unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

EACH PARTY SHALL CONDUCT ITS OWN INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION AND DUE DILIGENCE. 

Any party contemplating or under contract or in escrow for a transaction is urged to verify all information and to conduct their own inspections and investigations including through appropriate third party
independent professionals selected by such party. 

All financial data should be verified by the party including by obtaining and reading applicable documents and reports and consulting appropriate independent professionals. BKREA makes no warranties and/or
representations regarding the veracity, completeness, or relevance of any financial data or assumptions. BKREA does not serve as a financial advisor to any party regarding any proposed transaction. All data and
assumptions regarding financial performance, including that used for financial modeling purposes, may differ from actual data or performance. Any estimates of market rents and/or projected rents that may be
provided to a party do not necessarily mean that rents can be established at or increased to that level. Parties must evaluate any applicable contractual and governmental limitations as well as market
conditions,vacancy factors and other issues in order to determine rents from or for the property. 

Legal questions should be discussed by the party with an attorney. Tax questions should be discussed by the party with a certified public accountant or tax attorney. Title questions should be discussed by the party
with a title officer or attorney. Questions regarding the condition of the property and whether the property complies with applicable governmental requirements should be discussed by the party with appropriate
engineers, architects, contractors, other consultants and governmental agencies. All properties and services are marketed by BKREA in compliance with all applicable fair housing and equal opportunity laws.
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BKREA has been retained on an exclusive basis to arrange for the sale of 57 East 55th Street
(“The Property”). This historic limestone building, known as The Friars Club, spans 14,541 square
feet across five floors and features 33 feet of frontage. For over a century, The Friars Club
served as a hub for legendary entertainers and industry professionals. It stands as one of New
York’s most significant cultural institutions, having played a pivotal role in shaping entertainment
history. Countless entertainment icons have called the club their own, including Frank Sinatra,
Jerry Lewis, Dean Martin, Milton Berle, and Johnny Carson. The Friars Club presents a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to own a piece of New York City’s cultural and architectural history.

The Property is in the heart of Midtown Manhattan, one of the City’s most prestigious locations. It
stands two blocks from the 53rd Street E and M Trains, three blocks from the 4, 5, 6 trains at
Lexington and 59th Street.The Friars Club sits in one of the world's most prestigious shopping
districts, featuring the flagship locations for Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Prada, and Tiffany & Co.
Additionally, The Friars Club is surrounded by some of Manhattan’s most acclaimed restaurants
and cultural institutions ranging from the upscale Greek seafood restaurant, Avra and The Modern
which features contemporary American cuisine at the Museum of Modern Art (MoMa).

Whether continuing its legacy as a private club, a high-end restaurant and fine dining
establishment, or a combination of both. It can also be reimagined as an opulent single-family
mansion, or converted into a consulate or embassy; this property offers unmatched potential and
flexibility in one of the world’s most prestigious neighborhoods. 
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Property Description

14,541 SF
Total Size

33'
Frontage

An Exclusive
Opportunity in NYC

Potential Uses

Private
Club

High-End
Restaurant

Fine
Dining

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.



We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.
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Designed by renowned
architect, Harry Allan
Jacobs, The Property
features expertly crafted
limestone and brick facade
work, historic wooden
panels imported from a
European monastery, and
vintage crystal chandeliers. 
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We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

The Friars Club represents an
irreplaceable piece of New York City's
entertainment heritage. As one of the
few remaining institutions that bridges
the golden age of Broadway, classic
Hollywood, and modern
entertainment, its restoration
presents a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to preserve and revitalize
a cultural landmark that has shaped
American entertainment for over a
century. Its unique combination of
historical importance, architectural
elegance, proximity to Billionaires’
Row on 57th Street, and prime
Midtown location makes it an
unparalleled investment.



Property Information

Address: 57 East 55th St New York, NY 10022

Location: North Side of 55th Street Between Park & Madison

Neighborhood: Midtown East

Development Block / Lot: 1291 / 127

Assessment (24/25):  $94,241.80

Taxes (24/25): $183,536.24

*All square footages are approximate, based on public records and client materials.
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We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

Building Information

Type: Public Facilities & Institutions

Building Dimensions: 33' X 96' *

Stories: 6

Units: 6

Year Built / Last Year Altered: 1909 / 1986

Building SF: 14,541 SF*

Zoning Information

Lot Dimensions: 33’ x 100’ *

Lot Area: 3,317*

Zoning: C5-2.5, MID

$21,900,000Asking Price:
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The property offers a range of potential uses,
including an exclusive private club, a single-
family mansion, a high-end restaurant, a
boutique hotel, a cigar club, a consulate or
embassy, or a combination of these uses.

User Potential
Demand for exclusive membership clubs is
growing, alongside a resurgence in private dining
and entertainment venues. Additionally, New
York City’s tourism sector is stronger than ever,
further supporting the viability of these uses.

Market Timing

An internationally recognized address
with a 120-year history of cultural
significance, the property carries a
wealth of built-in exposure.

Brand & Legacy Value
The property holds existing certificates of occupancy
for multiple uses and features an established
entertainment and food service infrastructure. Its
flexible floor plans support various concepts, offering
the opportunity to phase improvements and
incorporate mixed-use programming.

Operational Flexibility

Situated in one of Manhattan's most exclusive submarkets, the property benefits from
consistently strong luxury retail and hospitality performance, an extremely high-net-worth
residential population, and a strong corporate presence driving business demand.

Strong Market Fundamentals
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02Highlights & Tax Map

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.
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We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.



Department of Buildings: Certificate of Occupancy

Story
Live Load (lbs per

SQ FT)
Maximium Number of

Persons Permitted
Description of Use

Sub-Cellar O.G.
Storage and N.Y. Steam

Heat

Cellar 60 50
Pantry, Storage, Lounge,

Offices

1st Floor 60 80
Dining Rooms, Kitchen, and

Lounge

2nd Floor 60 25 Panty, Bar, Lounge

Mezzanine 60 3 Offices

3rd Floor 60 25
Meeting Rooms, Lounge,

Billard Room, Pantry

4th Floor 60 25
Card Room, WOmen's

Locker

5th Floor 60 25
Men's Locker Room, Steam

Room, Exercise Room

Attic (6th Floor) 60 50 Laundry Room, Offices

09

03Certificate of Occupancy

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.
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We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.



55 East 57th Street is situated in the heart of Midtown Manhattan’s most prestigious district, between Madison and
Park Avenues. Surrounded by luxury retail, world-class dining, and premier hospitality, the property is positioned
along one of the most exclusive commercial corridors in the world.

A short distance away, you'll find Gucci’s flagship on Fifth and 56th, Louis Vuitton’s global flagship on Fifth and 57th,
and Cartier’s iconic mansion just one block north. Madison Avenue is lined with high-end boutiques—including
Brunello Cucinelli, Tom Ford, and Hermès—driving steady foot traffic from ultra-high-net-worth shoppers.
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04Neighborhood Overview

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

The area is a destination for power lunches and Michelin-starred dining. A few blocks away, Casa Lever serves
elevated Italian cuisine in the iconic Lever House building, while The Modern at MoMA draws high-end clientele with
contemporary American fare.



We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.
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Lever House

Luxury hotels anchor the neighborhood, attracting global travelers year-round. The St. Regis New York is just two
blocks away, with The Peninsula and Four Seasons within a five-minute walk, reinforcing Midtown East as
Manhattan’s premier hospitality district.

The property benefits from seamless connectivity. The Fifth Avenue/53rd Street station (E/M trains) is two blocks
away, with multiple bus lines running along Madison and Fifth Avenues. A constant flow of taxis and private cars
ensures effortless access for affluent visitors.

Midtown East is also a hub for top-tier corporate offices, home to Lever House, Park Avenue Tower, and a collection
of elite office buildings. The presence of finance and corporate decision-makers makes this an ideal location for a
private club, hospitality concept, or flagship retail destination.

Central Park

Hermès Madison Avenue



The Friars Club

Central Park The Plaza

The Peninsula
New York

Rockefeller
Center
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05Transit Overview

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

The Property's central location ensures seamless connectivity throughout New York City and to major
transportation hubs. The property sits just two blocks from the Fifth Avenue/53rd Street Station, where
the    E   and  M  trains provide direct access to both east and west sides of Manhattan, as well as
convenient connections to Queens and Brooklyn. This strategic location allows travelers to reach Penn
Station in just 12 minutes and the World Trade Center in 15 minutes via the    E   train.

The nearby Lexington Avenue/53rd Street Station, a four-block walk, offers access to the 6 train for local
service along Manhattan's east side. Just four blocks north, the Fifth Avenue/59th Street Station serves as
a major connection point for the   N  ,   R  , and   W   trains, providing additional service to Downtown
Manhattan and the outer boroughs.

The M1, M2, and M3 buses run north and south along Madison Avenue just one block away, while the M4
provides both cross-town and north-south service along Madison and Fifth Avenues. 
The M57 cross-town bus on 57th Street offers convenient east-west access.

 57 East 55th Street is within easy reach of Rockefeller Center ,and Central Park, two of the world’s most
prominent destinations.
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We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

The Friars Club
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06Meet the Team

Bob Knakal
Cell: 917.509.9501 Chairman & CEO

bk@bkrea.com

We obtained the information above from sources we believe to be reliable. However, we have not verified its accuracy and make no guarantee, warranty or
representation about it. You and your tax and legal advisors should conduct your own investigation of the property and transaction.

Seth Samowitz
Chief Operating Officer

Cell: 203.581.1216

seth@bkrea.com

Tom Brady
Managing Director

tom@bkrea.com

Cell: 516.754.8298

Cell: 646.912.4804

jake@bkrea.com

Jake Hulsh
Associate

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bobknakal
https://x.com/BobKnakal
https://www.instagram.com/bobknakalnyc/?hl=en
tel:+19178874976
tel:+19178874976
tel:+19178874976
mailto:bk@bkrea.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sethsamowitz
https://www.instagram.com/samsethowitz/?hl=en
tel:12035811216
tel:12035811216
mailto:seth@bkrea.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tom-brady-48b75544
mailto:tom@bkrea.com
tel:+1516.754.8298
tel:+1516.754.8298
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jakehulsh
tel:12035811216
tel:12035811216
mailto:jake@bkrea.com
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