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262-241-0777 
 

KESSELMAN REAL  ESTATE  

1122 TO 1138 W. Historic Mitchell    
Milwaukee WI 

For additional information contact  
John Kesselman 

Direct dial 262-478-0014 
Cell 414-350-0776 

 

SALE PRICE: 
 $649,000   

,000 
 

Use:  
Theater and retail   

 
YEAR BUILT:  

1924  
 

TRAFFIC COUNT
(24Hr);  

10,384 on Historic 
Mitchell  

 
 
 

All Information 
Deemed 

 Reliable but not  
Guaranteed.  Infor-

mation Gathered From 
Various Sources. 

AVAILABLE 

    Nearby Retail: 
 
 
Walgreens  
 
Footlocker  
 
Fast Food Restau-
rants 
 
New artists studios 
 
El Rey Grocery store 
 
McDonalds 
 
Burger king 
 
Many more. 

Great redevelopment opportunity. Rare theater   
            building available.  
 
Recent price reduction to $649,000 



THE MODJESKA THEATER 
 
 
The Modjeska Theater, located at 1134 W. Mitchell Street in Milwaukee, officially opened its doors to pa-
trons in 1910, serving as one of Milwaukee’s premier vaudeville outlets. Named after the Polish actress Hel-
ena Modjeska (1840-1909) who specialized in Shakespearean roles, the theater initially catered to the 
-American community in the City of Milwaukee. First built with 840 seats, the theater was replaced in 1924 
on the grounds of the same address with a much larger structure full of grandeur – holding 2,000 seats, a full 
orchestra pit, trap doors abetting the most famous of vaudeville acts and a Barton pipe organ. The 1924 build 
was designed by Chicago’s C.W. and George Rapp, who also designed the Warner on Wisconsin Avenue 
(now known as The Grand, which is currently being restored to be the home of the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra), The Wisconsin Theater and the Uptown Theater in Milwaukee (both now razed). For decades, 
the Modjeska operated prosperously as a premier entertainment destination.  
 
In the 1950’s, the pipes from the organ chambers were removed to install freon air conditioning units. Unit-
ed Artists operated the venue until 1987 when they removed their offices from the surrounding building. In 
1991, Creative Services International purchased the theater and renovated it into a live music venue. 
Throughout the 1990’s and early 2000’s, the Modjeska hosted such national acts as Ministry, Rob Zombie, 
Rise Against, Cheap Trick, Mogwai, The Gregg Allman Band, Judas Priest, Marilyn Manson, Faith No 
More, and the White Stripes. The Modjeska was then converted to a children’s theater for a period of time. 
However, after enduring several changes in ownership, the success of the theater remained limited, and the 
venue eventually closed in 2010.  
 
Since then, MSDOC has been working to breathe life back into the Modjeska and again see it prosper and be 
available for the Milwaukee community. MSDOC has repaired the roof and some mechanicals and has put a 
number of hours in to cleaning up the theater, but ultimately the theater must be operated by a company with 
theater or venue management and operations experience. The ultimate end-use of the Modjeska could be for 
concerts, movies, community events or a combination of all of the above. The Modjeska further may be situ-
ated in a Milwaukee “Opportunity Zone” and may be eligible for State or Federal Historical Tax Credits.  

Located 1.5 miles southwest of downtown Milwaukee, Historic Mitchell Street has a long history of being 
one of Milwaukee’s premier commercial corridors. Stretching from 5th Street to 15th Street, it once rivaled the 
City’s downtown shopping district with fine retail stores that sold furniture, shoes, hats, men’s and women’s 
wear, baked goods, wedding gowns, meat, sheet music, jewelry and candy, to name a few. Second-floor of-
fices housed professional offices of doctors, lawyers, dentists, photographers and architects. The street is 
known to have peaked in the decade or two following World War II.  

Today, many of the buildings on Historic Mitchell Street still retain their historic architecture and are now 
home to new and exciting cultural clothing, dining and shopping destinations. Recent developments include 
the new Gerald Ignace Indian Health Center and the new Mitchell Street branch of the Milwaukee Public Li-
brary. On the four floors above the new library and in a free-standing structure to the North (Alexander 
Lofts) are 60 luxury apartments carved out of former retail space. The street is also known to house two of 
the City’s most beautiful churches - St. Anthony Church and St. Stanislaus Church.  

Historic Mitchell Street has a rich history of diversity. Early residents of Historic Mitchell Street and the sur-
rounding neighborhood were primarily Polish, Slovakian, Lithuanian, Bohemian, Dutch, and Hungarian, in-
terspersed with Asian and Jewish populations. Each of these populations contributed significantly to the di-
versity and prominence of the street in Milwaukee. Today, Mexican Americans, along with other Latinos 
from the Caribbean and Central and South America comprise the largest population of the street and sur-
rounding neighborhoods (nearly ¾), joined with Southeast Asian, African American and North American 
Indian populations.  

HISTORIC MITCHELL STREET 



OFFER CRITERIA USED FOR ACCEPTANCE 
 
       
 

To be considered for purchase, Proposers must submit a written proposal in response to the 
items indicated herein. Consideration will be given to proposals that represent the most 
qualified entity or individual that provides the best model to generate maximum artistic 
and economic benefit to the Modjeska, City and Historic Mitchell Street neighborhood, 
while providing the best customer experience in a safe and well managed venue. Respon-
sive proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:  
 
 

 
Professional Experience 
Management and Operation Plan  
Financial Capacity and Capital Improvement Plan  
Price of offer 

 

All Proposers must be aware that there are significant repairs and modifi-
cations required to be performed to nearly all systems of the Modjeska, 
including mechanical, structural and physical elements, and each Propos-
er is advised to take steps it feels necessary to become informed and ac-
quainted with all of the needs of the Modjeska.  
 

 
 
 
Please include the following along with any offer 
 
 
1.1.  Address. 
1.2.  Length of time in business (in years and months). 
1.3.  Type: Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, Joint Venture, Corporation or a limited liability 

company (LLC), etc. 




