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4.3.2  A
llow

able Land U
ses and Perm

it R
equirem

ents

A
.  A

llow
able land uses  

A
 lot or building w

ithin the specific plan area shall be occupied 
by only the land uses allow

ed by Table 4-1 w
ithin the zone ap-

plied to the site by the R
egulating Plan.  The land uses listed in  

Table 4-1 are defined in Section 4.10 G
lossary. 

 
1.  Establishm

ent of an allow
ed use  

A
ny one or m

ore land uses identified by Table 4-1 as being 
allow

ed w
ithin a specific zone m

ay be established on any lot 
w

ithin that zone, subject to the planning perm
it requirem

ent 
listed in the table, and in com

pliance w
ith all applicable re-

quirem
ents of this D

evelopm
ent C

ode. 
2. U

se not listed  
A

 land use not listed in Table 4-1 is not allow
ed  w

ithin 
the 

specific plan area, except as otherw
ise provided in follow

ing 
Subsection A

.3.  A
 land use that is listed in the table, but not 

w
ithin a particular zone, is not allow

ed w
ithin that zone. 

3. Sim
ilar and com

patible use m
ay be allow

ed  
The Planning C

om
m

ission m
ay determ

ine that a proposed 
use not listed in Table 4-1 is allow

able through the process 
described in the Z

oning R
egulations. 

4. Tem
porary uses 

Tem
porary uses are allow

ed w
ithin the specific 

plan 
area 

in 
com

pliance w
ith the Tem

porary U
se Perm

it requirem
ents in 

Z
oning R

egulations C
hapter 18.54 Tem

porary U
ses. 

 
 

 
B

. Perm
it requirem

ents  

Table 4-1 provides for land uses that are:  
1. Perm

itted subject to com
pliance w

ith all applicable provi-
sions of this D

evelopm
ent C

ode, and any applicable require-
m

ents of the Z
oning R

egulations.  These are show
n as “P” 

uses in the tables; 
2. A

llow
ed subject to the approval of a M

inor C
onditional U

se 
Perm

it, and show
n as “M

C
U

P” uses in the tables;
3. A

llow
ed subject to the approval of a C

onditional U
se Per-

m
it, and show

n as “C
U

P” uses in the tables; and 
 

4. N
ot allow

ed in particular zones, and show
n as an “

—
” in the 

tables. 
 

 
 

C
.  Standards for specific land uses  

W
here the last colum

n in Table 4-1 (“Specific U
se R

egulations”) 
includes a section num

ber, the regulations in the referenced sec-
tion of this D

evelopm
ent C

ode or the Z
oning R

egulations apply 
to the use.  Provisions in other sections of this D

ow
ntow

n C
ode 

m
ay also apply. 

Table 4-1
 

P
Perm

itted U
se

 
 

A
llow

ed Land U
ses and Perm

it R
equirem

ents
M

C
U

P
M

inor C
onditional U

se Perm
it required

for the U
ptow

n Z
ones

 
C

U
P

C
onditional U

se Perm
it required 

 
 

 
 

 
—

U
se not allow

ed
 

 

 
 

 
 

PER
M

IT R
EQ

U
IR

ED
 B

Y Z
O

N
E

A
dditional

LA
N

D
 U

SE TYPE  (1) (5)
U

-C
O

U
-C

T
U

-G
U

-E
R

egulations 

IN
D

U
STR

Y
 

Laboratory - M
edical, analytical

 
—

P(2)
P(2)

—
 

 
M

edia production - O
ffice or storefront type

 
P(2)

P(2)
P

—
 

 
Printing and publishing (6)

 
C

U
P(2)(7)

P(2)
—

P
 

 
R

esearch and developm
ent

 
P(2)

P(2)
—

—
 

R
EC

R
EATIO

N
, ED

U
C

ATIO
N

 &
 PU

B
LIC

 A
SSEM

B
LY

B
anquet facilities, rental halls (prim

ary use)
C

U
P (2)

C
U

P
—

—

C
hurch

C
U

P (10)
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

 
C

om
m

ercial recreation facility - Indoor
 

C
U

P
C

U
P

—
—

 

 
C

om
m

unity assem
bly

 
C

U
P(2)

C
U

P
C

U
P

C
U

P
 

 
H

ealth/fitness facility
 

P(2)
P

—
P

 

 
Library, m

useum
 

P
P

P
P

 

 
Live entertainm

ent (3)
 

M
C

U
P

—
—

—
 

 
School, public or private

 
C

U
P(2)

C
U

P(2)
C

U
P

C
U

P
 

 
Studio - A

rt, dance, m
artial arts, m

usic, etc.
 

P(2)
P

C
U

P
—

 

 
Theater, cinem

a or perform
ing arts (3)

 
C

U
P(2)(9)

C
U

P
—

—
 

R
ESID

EN
TIA

L

 
D

w
elling - M

ulti-unit
 

P(2)(9)
P

P
P

 
D

w
elling - Single dw

elling
 

—
—

P
P

 
H

om
e based business

 
P(2)

P(2)
P

P

 
Live/w

ork
 

P(2)
P(2)

P
P

 
M

ixed use project residential com
ponent

 
P(2)

P(2)
P

P

 
R

esidential accessory use or structure
 

—
—

P
P

 

 
R

esidential care facility - 7 or m
ore clients

 
—

—
C

U
P

C
U

P
 

 
Transitional housing, room

ing or boarding house
 

—
—

P
P

 

 
Second unit/accessory dw

elling
 

—
—

P
P

R
ETA

IL (6)

 
B

ar, tavern, night club (3)
 

—
—

—
—

 

 
G

eneral retail, except w
ith any of the follow

ing features
P

P
P

M
C

U
P

 

A
dult businesses (3)

—
—

—
—

 
 

A
lcoholic beverage sales:  A

ncillary to restaurant (3)
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

—
 

 
 

A
uto- or m

otor-vehicle related sales or services
—

—
C

U
P

C
U

P
 

 
 

D
rive-through facilities

 
—

—
—

—
 

 
 

Floor area 2,500 sf or less
 

P
P

P
M

C
U

P
 

 
 

Floor area over 2,500 sf to 10,000 sf
 

P
P

M
C

U
P

—
 

Floor area over 10,000 sf to 20,000 sf
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

—

 
 

Floor area over 20,000 sf
 

—
—

—
—

O
perating betw

een 12:00 am
 and 6:00 am

C
U

P
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

 
 

V
intage goods store

 
—

—
M

C
U

P
—

 

 
Food m

arket - 10,000 sf or less
 

P
P

P
C

U
P

 

 
Food m

arket - M
ore than 10,000 sf

 
—

M
C

U
P

M
C

U
P

—
 

 
R

estaurant, café, coffee shop, except drive-through (3)
P

P
P

M
C

U
P

 

Sm
oking lounges, H

ookah bar establishm
ents (3)

C
U

P
C

U
P

—
—

Table 4-1 (continued)
 

P
Perm

itted U
se

 
 

A
llow

ed Land U
ses and Perm

it R
equirem

ents
M

C
U

P
M

inor C
onditional U

se Perm
it required

for the U
ptow

n Z
ones

 
C

U
P

C
onditional U

se Perm
it required 

 
 

 
 

 
—

U
se not allow

ed
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
PER

M
IT R

EQ
U

IR
ED

 B
Y Z

O
N

E
A

dditional

LA
N

D
 U

SE TYPE  (1) (5)
U

-C
O

U
-C

T
U

-G
U

-E
R

egulations 

SER
V

IC
ES - B

U
SIN

ESS, FIN
A

N
C

IA
L, PR

O
FESSIO

N
A

L
 

ATM
 - W

alkup
 

P
P

P
—

 

 
ATM

 - D
rive-up or drive through

 
—

—
—

—
 

 
B

ank, financial services
 

P
P

P
—

 

 
B

usiness support service
 

P
P

P
—

 

 
M

edical services - C
linic, urgent care

 
—

C
U

P
C

U
P

—
 

 
M

edical services - D
octor office

 
P(2)

P(2)
P

—
 

 
M

edical services - Extended care
 

—
—

—
C

U
P

 

 
O

ffice - B
usiness, service

 
P

P
P

—
 

 
O

ffice - G
overnm

ent (6)
P

P
P

P

 
O

ffice - Professional, adm
inistrative, processing (6)

P(2)
P(2)

P
P

 

 
O

ffice - Professional, adm
inistrative, processing (8)

C
U

P
C

U
P

C
U

P
-

 

SER
V

IC
ES - G

EN
ER

A
L

 
C

hild day care - Large or sm
all fam

ily day care hom
e

—
—

P
P

 

 
D

ay care center - C
hild or adult

 
—

—
M

C
U

P
M

C
U

P
 

 
D

rive-through service
 

—
—

—
—

 

 
Lodging - B

ed &
 breakfast inn (B

&
B

)
 

—
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

 

 
Lodging - H

otel
 

P
P

C
U

P
—

 

 
M

ortuary, funeral hom
e

 
—

M
C

U
P

M
C

U
P

—
N

o crem
ations 

on site  

 
Personal services (6)

 
P

P
P

M
C

U
P

 
Laundrom

ats (self-service laundries) (6)
—

—
M

C
U

P
M

C
U

P

 
Personal services - R

estricted
 

—
—

—
—

 

W
ine cellar / A

lcohol storage
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

—

TR
A

N
SPO

R
TATIO

N
, C

O
M

M
U

N
IC

ATIO
N

S, IN
FR

A
STR

U
C

TU
R

E

 
Parking facility, public or com

m
ercial

 
P

P
P

—

 
W

ireless telecom
m

unications facility
 

C
U

P
C

U
P

—
—

 

W
ireless telecom

m
unications facility - stealth (4)

P
P

—
—

 
Transit station or term

inal
 

P
P

—
—

 

Valet parking (6)
C

U
P

C
U

P
C

U
P

C
U

P

Key to Z
one Sym

bols

U
-C

O
 U

ptow
n C

ore
 

 

U
-C

T
 U

ptow
n C

enter
 

U
-G

 U
ptow

n G
eneral

U
-E

 U
ptow

n Edge

N
otes:

(1)  Each listed use type is defined in Section 4.10 G
lossary of this D

evelopm
ent C

ode

(2)  U
se allow

ed only on second or upper floor, or 40 feet behind ground floor use.

(3)  Specific regulation of alcohol sale, live entertainm
ent, and dance establishm

ents shall be per the W
hittier M

unicipal C
ode  

(4)  Stealth - entirely w
ithin a building or structure, or com

pletely screened by a building parapet

(5)  For historic buildings, see section E on page 4:6

(6)  In the U
ptow

n Edge Z
one, this use only allow

ed on properties fronting east/w
est streets

(7)  C
om

m
ercial printing services are only allow

ed betw
een W

ardm
an and Penn

(8)  U
se allow

ed on the ground floor if greater than 50%
 of the ground floor square footage or a m

inim
um

 of 4,000 square 
feet and the total building area is 20,000 square feet or m

ore

(9)  U
se m

ay be located on the ground floor if located w
ithin a local, state or federally designated historic landm

ark building. 
O

therw
ise, the use is allow

ed only on the second floor or upper floor, or 40 feet behind the ground floor use.

(10) U
se allow

ed only on a second or upper floor, or 40 feet behind ground floor use. This requirem
ent shall not apply to 

an existing church use located in a one-story building that w
as legally established prior to the adoption of Specific Plan 

A
m

endm
ent N

o. 14-001 on June 24, 2014 under C
ity C

ouncil R
esolution N

o. 8631.

D
evelopm

ent Features

Table 4-2:  U
ptow

n W
hittier Specific Plan U

rban Standards:    Sum
m

ary of R
equirem

ents B
y Z

one (refer to 4.3.3 through 4.3.6)

U
-C

O
U

ptow
n C

ore
U

-C
T

U
ptow

n C
enter

U
-G

U
ptow

n G
eneral

U
-E

U
ptow

n Edge

B
uilding placem

ent
M

inim
um

 setbacks required and, w
here noted, m

axim
um

 setbacks allow
ed; 

except w
here a frontage type standard allow

s exceptions or establishes different requirem
ents. 

Front setback
0 ft m

in., 0 ft m
ax.

0 ft m
in., 0 ft m

ax.
18 ft m

in., 25 ft m
ax.

20 ft m
in., 30 ft m

ax.

Side street setback
0 ft m

in., 0 ft m
ax.

0 ft m
in., 0 ft m

ax.
10 ft m

in., 15 ft m
ax.

10 ft m
in., 15 ft m

ax.

Side yard setback
0 ft m

in., 0 ft m
ax.

0 ft m
in., 0 ft m

ax.
6 ft m

in.
5 ft m

in.

R
ear setback

10 ft m
in.

10 ft m
in.

10 ft m
in.

15 ft m
in.

A
lley setback

0 ft m
in.

0 ft m
in.

0 ft m
in.

5 ft m
in.

B
uilding height 

M
axim

um
 allow

able height of structures; except w
here m

odified by standards for a specific building type. 

H
eight

2 stories m
in.

6 stories m
ax.

2 stories m
in.

4 stories m
ax.

3 stories m
ax.

2 stories m
ax. + attic

Frontage types 
O

nly the follow
ing frontage types are allow

ed w
ithin each zone.  

A
llow

ed types
Forecourt
Storefront

A
rcade

Stoop/dooryard
Forecourt
Storefront

Frontyard/Porch
Stoop/D

ooryard
Forecourt
Storefront

Frontyard/Porch
Stoop/D

ooryard

B
uilding types

O
nly the follow

ing building types are allow
ed w

ithin each zone.  

1 D
w

elling units per acre

A
llow

ed Type
Lot 

W
idth

Lot 
D

epth
D

ensity 
R

ange
1

A
llow

ed Type
Lot 

W
idth

Lot 
D

epth
D

ensity 
R

ange
1

A
llow

ed Type
Lot 

W
idth

Lot 
D

epth
D

ensity 
R

ange
1

A
llow

ed Type
Lot 

W
idth

Lot 
D

epth
D

ensity 
R

ange
1

C
om

m
ercial 

B
lock

100’-200’
100’

50+
Live/W

ork
25’-150’

100’
10 - 20

Single H
ouse

35’-60’
100’

6 - 8
Single H

ouse
35’-60’

100’
6 - 8

Liner
125’

100’
50+

C
ourtyard 

H
ousing

125’-200’
140’

25 - 40
A

ccessory 
D

w
elling

35’-60’
100’

N
/A

A
ccessory 

D
w

elling
35’-60’

100’
N

/A

C
om

m
ercial 

B
lock

100’-200’
100’

50+
D

uplex/ Triplex/ 
Q

uadplex
50’-100’

100’
10 - 20

D
uplex/ Triplex/ 

Q
uadplex

50’-100’
100’

10 - 20

Liner
125’

100’
50+

R
osew

alk
125’

100’
10 -15

R
osew

alk
125’

100’
10 - 15

B
ungalow

 C
ourt

125’
125’

10 - 15
B

ungalow
 C

ourt
125’

125’
10 - 15

R
ow

house
25’-150’

100’
10 - 20

R
ow

house
25’150’

100’
10 - 20

Live/W
ork

25’-150’
100’

10 - 20
Live/W

ork
25’-150’

100’
10 - 20

C
ourtyard 

H
ousing

125’-200’
140’

25 - 40
C

ourtyard 
H

ousing
125’-200’

140’
25 - 40

C
om

m
ercial 

B
lock

100’-200’
100’

50+

D
. U

rban Standards and R
equirem

ents
1. Purpose  
This C

hapter identifies the standards and requirem
ents for 

new
 buildings or buildings to be m

odified, for each zone 
w

ithin the U
ptow

n W
hittier Specific Plan area to ensure that 

proposed developm
ent is consistent w

ith the C
ity's goals for 

building form
, character, and quality w

ithin the Plan area.
2. A

pplicability  
Each proposed building shall be designed in com

pliance w
ith 

the standards of this C
hapter for the applicable zone, except 

for public and institutional buildings, w
hich because of their 

unique disposition and application are not required to com
ply 

w
ith these requirem

ents and are review
ed by a special perm

it 
and procedures.
3. R

equirem
ents by zone  

Each proposed building shall be designed according to the 
urban standards identified per the zone in w

hich the property 
is located.

E.  Land uses and historic resources 
A

ny building/structure that is located w
ithin the U

ptow
n W

hitti-
er Specific Plan that is deem

ed eligible by the C
ity or by the State 

of C
alifornia or is officially listed on the Local, State or N

ational 
R

egister of H
istoric Places or is an official contributing resource 

w
ithin a designated historic district m

ay, for historic preserva-
tion and adoptive re-use purposes, be perm

itted any land-use 
to be contained w

ithin the historic building/structure subject to 
the prior review

 and approval of a C
onditional U

se Perm
it by the 

Planning C
om

m
ission if it is determ

ined that the land use w
ill: 

1. B
e com

patible and not adversely im
pact the surrounding 

land uses;
2. B

e a good adoptive re-use of the building for econom
ic de-

velopm
ent purposes;

3.  N
ot adversely im

pact the historical features of the interior 
and exterior of the building nor adversely affect the historic 
setting of the building on the property based on the recom

-
m

endations of the H
istoric R

esources C
om

m
ission;

4.  C
om

ply w
ith all applicable Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-

dards for historic preservation; and
5.  W

ill not result in the building/structure being potentially at 
risk for rem

oval from
 any Local, State or N

ational R
egister of 

H
istoric Places or elim

inating its eligibility to be listed in such 
in the opinion of the H

istoric R
esources C

om
m

ission.
A

ny land use approval given under this section shall not be con-
strued in any w

ay as setting a precedent for other land-uses to 
be located w

ithin a particular district of the Specific Plan that is 
otherw

ise not perm
itted.

F.  H
ours of operation for businesses

1.  B
usinesses w

ithin the U
ptow

n C
ore area are perm

itted to 
operate until 12:00 a.m

.
2.  B

usinesses w
ithin the U

ptow
n C

enter area m
ay apply for a 

C
U

P to operate after 12:00 a.m
.

4.  B
usinesses, once closed, shall not open to the public until 

6:00 a.m
.

5.  If businesses w
ish to open before 6:00 a.m

. or stay open 
after 12:00 a.m

., they m
ay apply for a C

U
P.


