
By Christine Butler

14d,.,r |ack sir'clers came to
Pahrump for the tirst time in 1985,

rever did he think hc woulcl lre
spending the re.st of his lift: hcrc. lt
wasn't love trt lirst sight, but the town
grew trn him over tirne, and now he

can't inragine living anywhere clsc.

In March 1985, Jack was drivcn out
to Pahrump by tbrmer l,t. (krvernor

Clifford lones, who was a legal repre-
sentative of a comprlny tl'rat was going
through involuntary lrankruptcy. Iack
was brought in to hclp wincl ckxvn that
cornpany. He was the on-site aclnrirr-
istrator for the project. Alrhough he

lived in Marin Ctluttty, CA at the tirnc,
it was more eflicierrt tor him to oprer-

ate <lut of Pahrurtrp. No orte gtrt hurt irt
the barrkruptcy, which is a positive for
everyone involvccl.

While hc wa.s lrere, Iack carnrc to
knr:w a lot of thc rnovers and shakers of
the town, including, the Wult'ensteitrs,
Hafens, llowmans, Floyd.s, Mankins,

and others. During thi.s time, lre also

nret Bob Huffman, rvho orvned Saddle

\Vest Clasino.'l'herc was no hotel asso-

ciated r,vith it at the tinre.

Jack was President arrd CIEO of The

Discovery Institute in California, and
his areas of expertise inclucled personal

developmetrt of nriddle nlanagenterlt

persotrnel, tcaching public relatiorts

and generally, h<lw to be gootl at tr'htt
yclu do. 'fhese skills canle ir: handv

rvhen he bccarre involved rr'ith Sadclle

West and Bob l{r,rtflnan.

fack .spoke at a felv Chanrbcr nreet-

ings, aud Huffnran took noticc. In
October 1985, Bob asked Jacl< to conlc
to consult for him in the expansion
of Saddle West. There were no htt-
tel roorns in town, only small rtrotels.

Huffman trrlarrned to adcl a hotel to his

casino, but his experience was in ganr-
ing. He rvantecl lack's help ou the mar-
keting aspect arrd offerecl to hire his

company.

Iack was caring for his elclerly rrroth-
er in Harri.sburg, PA, and rvas urratlle

Betsie and Jack Sanders *ith their adoptecl
rescut dog Charlie.

to take the j<lb. Huffman didn't give up.
After Iack's mom passed, Bob asked

Jack to stop by for a chat, which he did.
Saddle West offered live gaming at

the time, but rnostly had slots. By the
tirne he got there, Iack had to visit the
restroom. \\ften he went in, it was the
u,orst bathroom he'd ever seen. I won't
go into the details but imagine your
rvorst experience and multiply it by
ten. Jirck came out of the restroom and
didn't rvant to touch anything! When
off'ered a cup of coffee, |ack wanted
to see the kitchen first. To his relief,
ht' tirund it to be immaculate. It had
all neu, appliances and was absolutely
spotless.

Iack still wasn't sure he wanted to
take the iob so quoted what he thought
\\'as a ridiculously high price and
Huffman accepted it and considered
the arrangement closed.

For a start, Jack rvent to the super-
intendent of Death Valley National
Park (D\/r-P) to gather some statis-
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tics. He found that most of the traffic
from Nevada to the park came through

Beatty. Bell Vista, the ctrrrent road
frorn Pahrump to Death Valley was

not open yet. He also discovered that
75-80o/o of the visitors entering the
park came from California. Day trips
and bus tours were popular, and many
tourists would end their excursion in
Las Vegas. He took the nurnbers fronr
this study and guesstirnated the rnar-
ket. Las Vegas was the market, and the
target was the vast international and
domestic visitors as well as Las Vegas

residents.

Iack started inviting Vegas con-
nections to Pahrump for a weekend,

'flx'wincry is huilt in tht, llumi.i.{.rr,({, I\'riorl Itulian'litsctttt \tilla Stylc,

wlrich firr tlrc garrrblilrg cornnrurrity is

Suttclay, lvlonrlay, arrd 'lirr'sday. [-le c's-

tablished this a.s the target nxrrkt't,
'[hey startcd putting, the deal togeth-

cr for the hotel. Allof tlrc corrtract work
rvas to lre clonc by local contractrlrs cx-
ccpt the dcsign work which c:amc ollt
of Los Angeles. Htr{fnran wrote Jack

into tlre deal. Iack told hinr his current
n'rarketing person,'l'C Wells, wils nlorc
than capatrle of hantlling the job. llut
he wa.s un.successful at convincing Boh.

Jack was part of thc teanr.

|ack brought T(l into txte ol' the
lirst meetings and askerd her wlrat shtr

thought of the lrathroorns. She said

they werc outrageous. Iack delinetl
to Fluffrtran thirt the bathroonls were
thc protrlern. Ilotr was takcn back. Jack
presented a proposal to hirl, asking for
$25,000 to rernodel the bathroonrs. He

also solrght 'l'C'.s thoughts ()n a fflilr- ?Irt'.srlrrlers rrrc lrig supporters of the arts.
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keting campaign promoting the new
'bathroonrs.

Starting tour.s in the bathrooms dur-
ing construction was TC's suggestion.
She also ordered baseball caps for ev-

eryone decorated with admiral braid-
ing and military scrambled eggs on
top. Huffman's hat saicl, "saddle West,

Colonel of the Urinal." Everyone el.se

was a Lieutenant. This campaign re-

sulted in a 300%o increase in lrusines.s

in the bar, restaurant, and ca.sino. All
.because of the bathnlom remodeling.

Once everything was open, Jack
started marketing t<l the various Broup
organizations, such as Moose Clubs,
Kiwanis, Elks, and [o gamers. They
offered specials, including golf pack-
ages. The tirst group to sign up was El

Monte, CA Moose Club, who rented

70 rooms and basically took over the
hotel. The hotel was off to a great start.

Iack had to return to California to
finish a project underway back there. In

|anuary 1986, he returned to Pahrurtrp
and soon moved here permanently.
After solne research, Iack learned that
grapes grew here. In fact, he discovered
the Paiutes made use of the wild grapes

growing here before the 1800s. He de-

cided to start a winery. lJecause winer-
ies were new to Nevada, )ack wrote the
legislation for wineries in our state. He
included the ability to have restaurants
as part of the business.

He was still involvecl with Bob
t{uffman, who in addition to the new
Saddle West Hotel, built the Pahrump
Valley Speedway. Bo[r supportecl tour-
ism 100%r and encouraged Iack to be-

Only the Petite Syrah and ZinJandel grapes ar"e growfl on tlrc propefiy.

come engaged in the introduction of
room taxes. These taxes are paid by vis-
itors, not residents, and help fund tour-
isrn. Working with the Wulfenstein.s,
the Floyds, and the Tirwn Board, they
helped create thi.s new tourism rev-
enLle opportunity. These ftrnds were

de.signated to promote tourism and
ecclnomic development, parks and rec-
reation, arena, fairgrounds, arrd other
selected attraction projects that will
make Pahrtrmp a desirable place to
visit and live.

Fnrm 1988 to 1990, Jirck was busy
pursuing his dream of lruilding a win-
ery. [{e purchased the land and cre-

ated the first modern winery in Nevada

called Pahrump Valley Winery. l)uring
the developrnent, they rnade an out-
door strrge on the property to provide
entertainrnent for the community. They
looked for strong anlaterlrs or wannabe

entertainers as well as rising and falling
star.s, they could put on stage.

lack corkingrn'itrc in his production room. Sanclers' bottling prorcss. Packing cases a{ bonltrl wine.
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The entrance off o{ Kellogg, You are grected by The Wine Pourer as you enter the property.

Copy of a ledger from the original winery
banded hy F'rank*Pop" Buo[

He wa.s introduced to the Myrorr
Heaton Corrarl, a singing and perfornr-
ing group. To persuade thenr to come
and perforrrr at the winery, Pahrump
Valley Winery became a sponsor. The
group was full of talent. I'hey per-

formed the show choir hit "Give Me

Gershwin," a productiotr of his songs

with the choir and actors. Betsic wtrs

the choreographer and rr performer.
That's how they nret.

According to lroth of thenr, Iack paid
no attentiort to her even though the
group kept coming back to the wirr-
ery. Iack was invited by the Laughlin

Chamber ttl come down for a special

formal event. He didn't have a signifi-
cant other, which he was encouraged to
bring. He thought of Betsie and invited
her to join him on this river cruise.
It was a bit surprising because unbe-
knownst to lack, Pahrump Winery re-

ceived a significant award that night.
It was also the beginning of Jack arrd

lletsie's relationship. They've been

happily married since 1999.

Betsie was an elementary school
teacher in Clark County for 30 years.

Ilefore that, she was an entertainer and
was on stage with Carol Channing in
Hello Dolly in Nerv York City, per-

formed with the Harkness Ballet also

in NewYork City, and worked with Rea

Arthur and Angela Lansbury in Marne.

Jack teases her by saying she was a

former "strip dancer" in Vegas.,.mean-

ing she perforrned on the Vegas Strip,
not that she was a stripper. Betsie

performed frorn 1968 to 1976 in the
production shows Les Folies Bergere,

Playmate Review, and Casino de Paris.

Betsie attended UNLV and received

her teaching degree. She soorr real-
ized that "showbiz" lryas not f<rrever

and began her second career as an el-'

ementary school teacher. She retired
after 30 years but never stepped off the
stage. She is .still a choreographer and
a drrncer,

She fell ill and almost lost hcr life
in 2018. She had A-fib and congcstive
hc'art failure. After heart failure, thanks
to her great medical team, she is norv
completely recovered. Iletsie highly
recommend.s to anyone recovering
fronr an illness to make the most out of
the physical rehab progran'ls. It rnakes

a world of difference. Today she is still
dancing and i.s a member of the Silver
Tappers.

Jack had no intention of selling
Pahrump Valley Winery when, in
2A04, a frierrd in the finance indu.stry
brought in a group to look at the win-
ery. Western Horizons Membership
RV Parks wanted a toe hold in the
Vegas market. They were unable to get
into Vegas proper so came to Pahrump.
They wanted to build an RV park at
the winery. They made Jack an offer he
couldn't refuse with no non-compete
clause attached. He accepted it fully
intending to stay in the wine business.

The same day that deal closed, he
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started Sanders Family Winery. They
riow harre the equivalent of five acres

of grapes on 2.5 acres of land. They
process about 4,000 cases a year. All
of their wine is produced at the win-
ery except for the Champagne which
they have for the many weddings they
host. Petite Syrah and Zinfandel are

the only grapes they grow on their
property. Ihey buy grapes from vari-
ous vineyards to make the other wines.
They are encouraging grape growing
in Nevada to expand the wine industry.

Sanders Family Winery is run with a

staff of five people, Jack, Betsie, Cellar
Master Ken Walker (who was with him
at Pahrump Valley Winery as well),
Krystal Hollis, and Julie Morris. Each

staff member can perfornr all tasting
room duties in the winery.

Kim Lyle is the entertainment direc-
tor but also a performer herself. She's

performed in Lido de Poris which is a
cabaret and burlesque show performed
on the Charnps-Elysees in Paris as

well as in Moulin Rouge, also in Paris.

She was the principal dancer in The
Stardust's lido Show in [,as Vegas for
over 12 years. She is now responsible
for booking all the live entertainment
at the winery.

Betsie and Iack are very thankful for
all the help the Pahrunlp Community
has given them. They are also grate-
ful to concert volunteers like Donna
Blethen, Michael Lyle, Roxy ]ones,
Cathy Cobillas, Marie Santa Cruz, and
so many others who assist in bringing
top entertainment to Pahrump.

When they built the nerv

winery, they designed it
in the renaissance period
Italian Tuscan Villa style.
An open courtyard is lo-
cated in the front which is

the Betsie Sanders Theater

for the Perforrning Arts.
Here's where they carry
on the tradition of pro-
viding entertainment
for the community.
Performers come from
Las Vegas, Chicago,
Nashville, Hollywood,
or they solicit local tal-
ent to perform for the

crowd. Guests bring
their own food, par-
take in a glass of wine
or two, and enjoy the
show. These shows are

scheduled from the

end of April through
October on Saturday

evenings.

Iack has three bits 
I

of advice fo, ,nyon. 
I

contemplating go-

ing into the rvine

business:

l. Never make wines that you like;
make it to please 1'our custonlers.

2. Make sure tlre wine is balanced
between alcohol, sugar, and acid.

3. Always carry some wine forward
from year to year, so the taste is
consistent over time.

Sanders Farnily Winery was

not the first winery in town. That
honor belongs to Frank "Pop" Buol
who was the fir.st to establish a bonded
winery in Pahrump which operated
fronr 1936 to 1939. Sanders was the
first rnodern winery, and he carried his
bond with him from one winery to the
other. It remains the oldest operating
one in Nevada.

So, come and try some of Sanders

arvard-rvinning wine. It's located at
3780 Kellogg Road in Pahrump. Their
website is www.sanderwinery.com
and phone is 775-727-1776. Enjoy
chatting with Jack and Betsie around
the large table sitting in the tasting
room with blue wing-back chairs that
carne from the original Bugsy Siegel

Flamingo Hotel. If you're lucky, you
too can hear more stories about old
Pahrump and how wineries got started
in town.

I

Christmas in the tasting room.
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Guesls arrive ot the grand opening
of the first nrcdern winery

'l lrt lirst urcdern winery in Pahrunrp
oltt'ttci St. Pntrick's Day 1990
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