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Welcome to Prineville 
 
Community Profile 

The City of Prineville is a unique small town with a current population of 11,513 (July 1, 2022), an increase of nearly 
1,503 people over the certified population estimate from July 1, 2018. Prineville is located within Central Oregon and 
nestled in an ancient volcanic basin that is over 3 million years old. The rim rock plateaus lend their scenic beauty to 
an extraordinary backdrop. Saturated in a rich historical atmosphere, Prineville is a recreational playground managing 
to keep its friendly, small town character and appeal. It is truly a beautiful place to live and work. 
 
Not only is Prineville one of Oregon’s first incorporated cities under its establishment in 1868, but it’s also the oldest 
community in Central Oregon. Crook County, named after General George Crook, claims Prineville as its only city. 
Originally part of Wasco County, Crook County separated in 1882. Barney Prine founded the city when he settled on 
the banks of the Crooked River, where he established a blacksmith shop and a store/saloon. Prineville sat as the 
primary place of trade in Central Oregon until 1911. 
 
City hall administrative facilities are located downtown across the street from the historic county courthouse and old 
city police department. The city hall plaza proudly displays a full-size bucking, famous rodeo prize winning horse 
known as War Paint, complete with a cowboy holding on.  War Paint was created by a local artist, using materials 
specific to our ranching and rodeo heritage that were donated from many community members. The city and county 
co-hosted a dedication of the War Paint sculpture and included special guests from the Klamath Tribes and 
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs who were familiar with the successful career of War Paint.   Many visitors and 
tourists stop by to snap a picture with this intricate statue and to admire the creativity of all the different materials 
used. The City maintains its presence on social media and utilizes it to communicate with our citizens. Two of our 
main corridors are state highways which run north, south, east and west. Regardless of what direction one travels, 

View of Meadow Lakes Golf Course from the trail above the grade 



24 

 
 

 
 

City of Prineville, Oregon   |   Welcome to Prineville 
24 

within minutes they are located among some of the most 
beautiful scenery and wildlife the northwest has to offer. 
Main Street, also known as State Highway 27, is 
recognized by Oregon State Parks and Recreation as a 
scenic bike way. It travels to the south and as it 
meanders along the Crooked River, it eventually meets 
with Bowman Dam. Obtaining this designation was a 
lengthy competitive process and we are honored to 
finally have it approved. 
 
One of the unique features of this unusual town is 
Prineville’s ownership of the oldest continuously 
operated municipal short-line railroad in the United 
States. The City established the City of Prineville Railway 
after Union Pacific and Oregon Trunk Railways developed an extension line running south from the Columbia River 
to Bend. Prineville built its own railroad in 1918 to join the Oregon Trunk and the Columbia River Railways just 
north of Redmond. These railways helped the lumber industry grow and remain profitable in Prineville for almost 50 
years. Today, the City of Prineville Railway is a customer-oriented, short-line railroad. It connects with the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe and Union Pacific Railroads at the Prineville Junction just north of Redmond.  
 
In the last several years, the City of Prineville Railway has reached out nationwide to market the railroad to large rail 
users. This effort, along with positive word of mouth regarding the Railway’s excellent customer service, has 
developed into two long-term anchor tenants at the railroad junction, one of which is already expanding and is a 
nationally known company. Fifteen years ago, the railroad only had a handful of jobs. Today, between the railroad and 
its customers, they have created over 100 jobs tied directly to it. There are currently over 32 companies utilizing either 
railroad or railroad-owned facilities. The result is an increase in car traffic, as well as, the variety of cargo. Businesses 
are taking advantage of the award winning, multi-modal freight depot and junction. The City had several activities to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary in 2018, all of which were very successful. 
 
In addition to managing its own municipal railroad, Prineville also owns a municipal golf course. Meadow Lakes Golf 
Course is associated with wastewater management for Prineville. This makes Meadow Lakes an important asset to the 
community by serving the dual purpose of recreation and wastewater treatment. The golf course maintains a golf cart 

fleet with modern features to get 
players from hole to hole in 
style. The clubhouse offers 
spectacular, almost panoramic 
outdoor views showcasing the 
surrounding mountains, rim 
rocks, beautifully manicured 
greens, the Crooked River and 
deer grazing along the river. 
Customers can take in this 
picturesque scene while enjoying 
a fantastic selection of some of 
the best cuisine in Central 
Oregon. Meadow Lakes is 
having its 30th anniversary in 
2023. 
 
The Prineville-Crook County 
Airport is managed by the City 
in collaboration with Crook 
County. The airport manager 
continues to successfully 
increase business and 

Locals at the cattle drive and block party rodeo kick off in downtown Prineville in June 2022 
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recreational activities. The existing hangars continue to be completely occupied, and new hangars are being 
constructed. The automated weather observation service (AWOS), allows pilots anywhere to get all possible weather 
conditions in Prineville at any time. With this addition and expanded runways, it allows private commercial planes to 

fly in, take care of business, and fly back 
home. The Airport Master Plan is 
completed and the review with Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) was 
approved and adopted by the Prineville 
City Council. With the Master Plan 
approved and in place, the airport is now 
able to move forward with an exciting, 
years-in-the-making heliport project that 
the U.S. Forest Service will occupy. Much 
like the railroad, the airport has gone from 
a couple of airport-related jobs to over 30 
in the last couple of years. 
 
As part of Central Oregon, Prineville offers 
many recreational activities for the outdoor 
enthusiast. It’s geographically located near 
several waterways and reservoirs, as well as 
mountains and many other natural 
landscapes providing opportunities for 
outdoor activity year-round. The City 
recently added to these recreational 

opportunities by purchasing 461 acres now known as the Barnes Butte Recreation Area to the east that is adjacent to 
land owned by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). It features 360-degree views of the surrounding rim rocks 
and wildlife. This area was purchased by the City primarily for water rights and has become a favorite place to visit in 
the community. The City was successfully awarded two grants to master plan the Barnes Butte property and has 
partnered with Crook County Parks and Recreation to incorporate all parks and trails within the city into the master 
plans. There is also a paved 5k path which attracts many marathon groups and state-wide bicycle groups. If you make 
it to the top of the butte you can see for miles in any direction. 
 
Completion of the national award-winning Crooked 
River Wetland Complex added to Prineville’s 
extensive network of paths with five more miles of 
trails. The complex is a refreshing, well-utilized area 
for jogging, bike riding and dog walking. 
Additionally, it offers educational opportunities, 
dramatic views of Grizzly Mountain, abundant 
wildlife and ample bird watching opportunities. 
Citizens and visitors nationwide – and even 
internationally – come to enjoy the wetlands from 
dusk to dawn. All visitors are greeted with smiles 
and area facts by several dedicated community 
volunteers inspired to help watch over the property. 
Students from around the region use both the 
Crooked River Wetland Complex and Barnes Butte 
Recreation Area for learning opportunities. The 
wetlands benefited from amazing student and Eagle 
Scout projects since opening. 
 
 
 
 

A sunny February afternoon at the Crooked River Wetland Complex in 
2019 

Enhancements being made to Stryker Park in June of 2023. 
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Prineville also borrows from its strong agricultural heritage to lend flair to community events. One popular attraction 
is a traditional live cattle drive, which occurs right down the main commerce area of town. This kicks off the Crooked 
River Roundup, a popular annual rodeo event. Additionally, there’s the annual county fair and horse races, as well as 
several other rodeo events throughout the year. 
 
Affordable residential housing rentals continue to be a challenge statewide. Construction of residential homes is 
currently underway, so this challenge is beginning to balance out. Development for multiple family dwelling units is 
starting to take place. 
 
Prineville also caters to a variety of job markets. Between construction, manufacturing, retail, government, health and 
the tech sector, the City touches on all types of employment. The presence of Facebook and Apple with their 
expansions continue to be positive for the community; bringing numerous construction and other service-related jobs. 
These employees continue to visit local gas stations, restaurants, stores and hotels. Another strong employer and 
presence in the community is St. Charles Health System. In 2015, the construction of a beautiful, $30 million facility 
was completed in order to better serve the community’s needs and an expansion is already underway. Growth 
continues in all sectors, and will, for the foreseeable future. Many smaller businesses have decided to “set up shop” in 
Prineville adding to the variety of jobs available in the community. 
 
Prineville once held the highest unemployment rate in the state at over 20 percent, but now sits at 5.0 percent, up 0.1 
percent from this time last year. 
 
Government 
The City of Prineville uses a council/manager form of government. The council is composed of a mayor and six 
councilors elected from the city at-large. Three councilors are elected at each biennial election and serve a term of four 
years. At each biennial general election, a mayor is elected for a term of two years. 
  

 

City of 
Prineville

Crook 
County

Crook
 County Fire 

District

Crook County
School District

Crook County
Parks and 
Recreation

Other / 
Private

AG Extension Office X
Airport Services X X
Cemetery X
Code Compliance X X
Education X X
Fire/Rescue Services X
Health/Social Services X
Museum X
Landfill X
Library X
Municipal Golf Course X
Parks and Recreation X
Police/Dispatch Services X
Industrial Rail Services X
Streets and Highways X X X
Water Utilities X
Sewer Utilities X
Transportation Services X
Vector Control X

Government Services
The table below identifies the provider of government services within the City of Prineville

Services
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Schools in Crook County 

The Crook County School District is one of 
four school districts located in Central 
Oregon. Current enrollment is at 2,946 
students, an increase of 39 since this time last 
year.  The district consists of one high 
school, one middle school (grades 6 – 8), two 
in-town elementary schools (grades K – 5), 
and one rural school in Paulina (grades K – 
8). The Crook County School District is 
served by the High Desert Educational 
Service District. Additionally, there is Crook 
County Christian School in Prineville (grades 
preschool – 12), Insight Charter (online) as 
an alternative educational opportunity, and 
the charter school in Powell Butte (grades K 
– 6). 
 

Sworn Officers 21                       Club House 1                        
School Resource Officers 2                        18 Hole Course 1                        
Dispatchers 11                       Rounds of Play 32,899                 
Proactive Contacts 5,859                  
Calls for Police Assistance 22,444                 
Dispatch Emergency Calls 6,537                  Service Connections 4,236                  
Dispatch Non-Emergency Calls 54,075                 Avg. Daily Sewage Treatment (MGD) 1.17                    

Sewer Rates 57.28$                 
Lineal Miles of System 65                       

Residential Applications 58                       Treatment Capacity (MGD) 2.60                    
Commercial Applications 9                        
SDC Fees Collected in FY 2023 1,318,149$           

Street (Centerline Miles) 58.9                    
Sidewalks 38.6                    

Diesel Locomotives 3                        Traffic Signals 6                        
Steam Locomotives 1                        ADA Ramps (Downtown Area) 74                       
Cars 8                        
Main Track Miles 18.01                  
Yard Track Miles 2.46                    Service Connections 4,346                  
Industrial Track Miles 2.45                    Avg. Monthly Consumption (Units) 76,200                 
Transload Facilities 2                        Water Rates (Average usage) 43.92$                 
Public Team Track (Acres) 1.45                    Lineal Miles of System 80                       

Water Wells 12                       
Wells Capacity (MGD) 6                        

Runways 2                        Storage Tanks 6                        
Terminal 1                        Treatment Capacity (MGD) 6.00                    

ASR Treatment Capacity (MGD) 2.88                    

City of Prineville Services
The table below provides information about the City of Prineville services

Airport

Golf

Water

Sanitary Sewer

Community Development

Railroad

Public Safety

Streets

Barnes Butte Elementary opened for the 2015-16 school year 
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Crook County Open Campus, a partner of Central Oregon Community College in Prineville, continues to increase 
enrollment numbers. The campus offers a variety of credit classes and a degree partnership program with Oregon 
State University. This is yet another increasingly popular addition to the community that the City supported to 
provide higher educational opportunities to citizens. A technical institute offering a variety of skilled training 
opportunities is also available. 
 
City Demographics 

City of Prineville Natural Resources 
Crook County area (in miles) 2,982 
Crook County area (in acres) 1,900,000 
Elevation at the courthouse 2,864 feet 

Climate Semi-arid, cool nights 
Climate zone Climate division 7 

Mean temperature in January – High 41.9 
Mean temperature in January – Low 21.0 

Mean temperature in July – High 85.8 
Mean temperature in July – Low 42.8 
Annual precipitation (in inches) 10.6 

  
 

Prineville Area Top Employers 

Employer Employees 
2021 

Employees 
2022 

Les Schwab Prineville Operations 436 444 
Rosendin Electric Inc. 609 415 

Crook County School District 395 408 
Meta Data Center 350 350 

Brasada Ranch 250 280 
Crook County 223 234 

Ochoco National Forest 191 219 
St. Charles Health Systems 223 217 

Endura Products 200 206 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 164 182 

Western Heavy Haul & SMAF 155 171 
Source: Economic Development of Central Oregon – Preliminary 2022 numbers as of March 27, 2023 

 

Age, Education and Wage Data 
Oregon’s average household income $56,119 

Prineville’s average household income $48,721 
Median age 40 

Percent aged 65 years old and over 20.3% 
Percent aged 18 years old and under 22.0% 

High school graduate or higher, age of at least 25 years 84.9% 
Bachelor’s degree or higher, age of at least 25 years 13.7% 

Persons in poverty  24.2% 
Source: Portland State University Population Research Center & United States Census Bureau 
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Housing Data 
Total housing units 4,399 

Median value of owner-occupied housing units $133,000 
Median home price $369,265 

Owner-occupied housing unit rate 55.2% 
Average monthly rent for a three-bedroom house $880 

Source: United States Census Bureau and Economic Development of Central Oregon 
 
Regional Comparisons 

The following charts provide a snapshot of how Prineville compares to other cities in the region in terms of 
population, student enrollment and unemployment. Population growth continues year over year for the region. 
Counts increased by 9.6 percent from 2020 to 2021 and 2.7 percent over that from 2021 to 2022. Growth within 
Prineville city limits increased by 687 (6.6 percent) and 471 (4.2 percent) respectively. Madras and Redmond led 
population growth with 19.3 and 12.1 percent respectively for 2021. Sisters saw the largest increase from 2021 to 2022 
with 6.2 percent, while Madras came in second with 4.6 percent. 

Two new murals were completed in the downtown core during the summer of 2022 
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Student enrollments for the region declined from 2020 to 2021, but saw a slight increase in 2022. Central Oregon 
Overall decreases were less than 0.1 percent in 2021, but reversed to a 0.4 percent increase the following year. Sisters 
School District experienced at 5.0 percent increase in 2021, while all other districts decreased between less than 0.1 
percent and 0.6 percent. Crook County School District experienced only a small 0.46 percent shrinkage in enrollments 
for 2021 and an increase of 5.1 percent in 2022. Crook County led all other districts in enrollments for 2022. 

  

Community racing fans watch the annual horse races from the stands in July 2022 
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17,612 17,500 17,552 

2,946 3,090 3,074 3,060 3,216 
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 -

 2,000

 4,000

 6,000

 8,000

 10,000

 12,000

 14,000

 16,000

 18,000

 20,000

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

ST
U

D
E

N
TS

YEAR

Student Enrollment
Students Registered with Local Districts by Year

Bend-La Pine SD Crook County SD Jefferson County SD
Redmond SD Sisters SD

Source: Economic Development of Central Oregon
& School Districts



31 

 
 

 
 

City of Prineville, Oregon   |   Welcome to Prineville 
31 

 
Crook County held the highest unemployment rate in the region in 2020, hitting 11.1 percent. This has since 
decreased significantly since that time, but Crook County still has the highest the region with a current rate of 5.0 
percent as of June 2023. Manufacturing jobs, primarily in the wood products industry, have significantly declined. 
Other jobs, such as warehousing, utilities, retail trade, professional and business services, construction (both 
residential and commercial), education, health services, leisure and hospitality continue to increase.  
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Wild Ride Brewing selected Prineville for its second location, opening in May 2022 
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PRINEVILLE / CROOK COUNTY OVERVIEW

Crook County Population:				    26,162
(2022 estimates from PSU Population Research Center)

Regional Labor Force:					     130,459
(2022 estimate from Oregon Prospector)

Crook County Median Household Income:	 $69,343
(2023 estimate from Oregon Prospector)

Prineville is the oldest community in the Central Oregon region but remains innovative in terms of 
industry diversification, nationally-acclaimed infrastructure projects and the collaborative attitude of 
local leaders and partners. The city ranked the 9th Most Dynamic Micropolitan by the Heartland institute 
out of 536 U.S. cities based on economic performance indicators. Crook County also ranked #4 
among the Top Counties for Incoming Investment in Oregon with a strong showing in factors including 
business growth, GDP growth, new building permits, and federal funding. Beyond the affordability and 
the business-friendly, forward-looking culture, Prineville is home to countless outdoor amenities that 
make Central Oregon such an attractive place to live and work.  Brasada Ranch, the Prineville Reservoir 
and the Crooked River are some of the top tourism drivers in the state.

Crook County

Jefferson
 County

Deschutes County



EDUCATION

COMMUNITY BUSINESS ASSETS

TRANSPORTATION

Prineville is home to two Fortune 50 data centers, Meta and Apple, with 
Meta’s campus being their flagship and largest in their fleet. These large 
industrial developments inspired the engineering of the award-winning 
Crooked River Wetlands project and Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
project to support sustainable water and wastewater needs locally. 
Prineville is one of the only cities in Oregon with 80+ acre sites available 
at some of the most competitive land and utility prices in the west, 
along with long-term incentives that help make large scale projects a 
reality.

LAND & UTILITIES

The Crook County School District boasted a 99% graduation rate for 
the Class of 2022, leading the region in Central Oregon. Crook County 
High School continues to expand their Career Technical Education 
(CTE) programs in health sciences, culinary arts, manufacturing/
engineering, natural resources, and more.  Central Oregon Community 
College and Oregon State University Extension share an open-campus in 
Prineville, offering both credit and non-credit courses. Baker Technical 
Institute’s first satellite campus in Prineville is a leading provider of CTE 
programs focused on developing the next generation of skilled workers, 
technology innovators, entrepreneurs, and community leaders in rural 
areas.

Prineville has their own municipally-owned short line Railway, 
connecting to the BNSF Railway and Union Pacific main lines, 
complimented by the Prineville Freight Depot. The Railway offers 
a Regional Multi-Modal Transportation Hub that provides the 
Central Oregon region with transload, reload, storage, and managed 
distribution services. The Prineville Airport is conveniently located on 
Hwy 26, connecting to U.S. Highway 97, and offering on-site aircraft 
maintenance, fuel service, hangar space for sale or lease, and buildable 
acreage, both airside and landside, for general aviation/aerospace 
operations or manufacturing.
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Prineville offers a collaborative and tight-
knit community. An economy that was 
traditionally driven by forest products, Les 
Schwab Tires, and agricultural operations, 
now boasts some of the largest employers 
in the region in the form of high-technology 
data centers and supporting sector 
employers.

Crook County’s dynamic and diversifying 
industry portfolio includes Natural 
Products, Building Products, High-
Technology, Renewable Energy, Aviation/
Aerospace, and Advanced Manufacturing.

2022 Crook County Industry Composition
Private by Employment

Trade, Transportation, 
& Utilities

Construction

Education & Health 
Services

Leisure & Hospitality

Manufacturing

Professional & 
Business Services

Information

Other Services

Financial Activities

6%

5%

3%

CROOK COUNTY RANKED #1 FOR THE 

HIGHEST ANNUAL WAGE GROWTH IN THE 

STATE, WITH A 43% INCREASE OVER THE 

PAST DECADE.
- OREGON EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT, 2022

TOP EMPLOYERS
1

9

17

5

13

7

15

2023
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2022

408

219

53

280

80

217

62

2022

Crook County School District

2023 Crook County Largest 20 
Employers (Private & Public)

EmployeesRank

Ochoco National Forest

Erickson’s Thriftway

Brasada Ranch

McDonald’s 

St. Charles Health System

Bright Wood Corporation, Prineville

2

10

T-18

6

14

8

16

1

11

NL

9

14

6

17

444

171

44

206

65

234

45

Les Schwab Prinevill Operations

Western Heavy Haul & SMAF

Bi-Mart

Endura Products

Fontana Wood Products

Crook County

Ray’s Food Place

NL = Not Listed | NC = Not Collected | T = Tied

3

11

T-18

4

10

NL

350

182

NL

Meta Platforms, Inc., Facebook

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

Grocery Outlet

4

12

T-20

2

12

20

415

91

37

Rosendin Electric Inc.

City of Prineville

Mosaic Medical

22%

16%

14%

14%

13%

10%

Source: State of Oregon Employment Department, 2022
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FOUNDATIONS OF PRINEVLLE’S ECONOMY
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2023

470

171
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40
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T-20 24 32Wagner’s Market IGA 38
T-20 19 41Buckstop Truckware 38


