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Universal's Epic Universe: A Comprehensive Overview and Its Anticipated
Impact on Orlando's Economy

Introduction

Universal Orlando Resort is set to unveil its highly anticipated fourth theme park,
Universal's Epic Universe, on May 22, 2025. This expansive 750-acre development
represents Universal's most ambitious project to date, promising to redefine the theme park
experience with a blend of innovative attractions and immersive environments. Beyond its
entertainment offerings, Epic Universe is poised to significantly influence Orlando's tourism
landscape and broader economic framework.

Park Overview
Epic Universe is designed around a central hub, known as Celestial Park, from which four
distinct themed lands radiate:

1. Super Nintendo World
: <« " Bringing iconic video game franchises to life, this area features
i attractions such as "Mario Kart: Bowser's Challenge,” an augmented

reality racing experience, and "Yoshi's Adventure," a family-friendly
ride. A notable highlight is the "Mine Cart Madness" roller coaster,
inspired by the Donkey Kong series, utilizing innovative "boom
coaster" technology to simulate thrilling jumps over track gaps.

2. How to Train Your Dragon - Isle of Berk

Set in the mythical Viking village from the beloved film series, guests
can enjoy rides like "Hiccup's Wing Gliders," a launched roller
coaster, and "Fyre Drill," an interactive boat adventure. The area
also boasts "Dragon Racer's Rally," a dynamic flat ride, and "The
Untrainable Dragon,” a live stage show.

3. Dark Universe

Dedicated to Universal's classic monsters, this land offers "Monsters
Unchained: The Frankenstein Experiment," a dark ride that
immerses visitors in Dr. Victoria Frankenstein's laboratory.
Additional experiences include the "Darkmoor Monster Makeup
Experience," where guests can learn about movie makeup
techniques and themed dining establishments.
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4. The Wizarding World of Harry Potter — Ministry of Magic
Transporting guests to 1920s Paris and the British Ministry of Magic,
this area features "Harry Potter and the Battle at the Ministry," a
motion-based dark ride where visitors join Harry, Ron, and Hermione
in a thrilling chase. The "Le Cirque Arcanus" theater offers live
performances, and the French magical district of Place Cachée
provides shopping and dining experiences.

At the heart of the park, Celestial Park serves as a lush garden hub, featuring attractions like
the "Constellation Carousel” and "Stardust Racers," a dual-launch roller coaster that offers a
racing experience through the stars.

Economic Impact
The introduction of Epic Universe is anticipated to have a profound economic impact on the
Orlando metropolitan area:

- Job Creation: The construction and operation of the park are expected to generate
approximately 14,000 new jobs, spanning roles in construction, hospitality, and park
operations.

- Tourism Boost: Industry analysts project that Epic Universe could attract an additional 25
to 30 million visitors annually, enhancing Orlando's position as a premier global tourist
destination. Prior to the Epic Universe Orlando’s record has been 75,000,000 visitors.

- Economic Contribution: The park's development is estimated to contribute $11.5 billion in
direct and indirect economic benefits to Florida's economy, encompassing increased
spending in local businesses, hotels, and restaurants.

- Infrastructure Development: Significant investments are being made to improve local
infrastructure, including a $315 million extension of Kirkman Road to connect with
Universal Boulevard, facilitating better access to the park and alleviating traffic congestion.

Conclusion

Universal's Epic Universe represents a monumental addition to Orlando's entertainment
landscape, offering a diverse array of attractions that cater to a wide audience. Its opening is
not only set to enhance the city's cultural and recreational offerings but also to serve as a
catalyst for substantial economic growth, reinforcing Orlando's status as a leading hub for
tourism and innovation.
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