City of Lancaster Zoning, Departments Codes and permitted use 
Commercial zone permitted uses

· Article II. - General Commercial (C) Zone
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· 17.12.020 - Purpose and intent.
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The purpose and intent of the C zone is to provide the means necessary to implement the city general plan, specifically the "regional," "subregional," and "general commercial" categories, with the exception of that portion of the general commercial designation which lies within the central business district, as set forth in the text of the general plan and as delineated on the general plan map. This zone is also intended to allow the development of neighborhood, community, regional and travel oriented commercial uses within the city. This zone is intended to be consistent with applicable goals, objectives, policies and specific actions set forth by the general plan. This zone is intended to provide for the daily commercial needs of residents of the city and adjoining areas, visitors and businesses, in an urban environment with full urban services.
The provisions of the C zone, including but not limited to the property development regulations and design requirements contained herein, are intended to apply to all new building lots created and to all new construction, including new additions, permitted after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this title.
It shall not be the intent of this title to render previously legally created building lots or legally constructed buildings which do not comply with the new property development regulations or other requirements of this title to be nonconforming where these lots or buildings complied with the ordinances in effect at the time of their creation or construction. However, proof of compliance with ordinances in effect at the time of creation or construction shall be the sole burden of the applicant or property owner. Such proof may include building permits, minutes of council or commission action, case files or other documentation.
(Ord. 711 § 15 (part), 1995: prior zoning ord. § 221.010)
· 17.12.030 - Prohibition.
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A person shall not use any premises in the C zone, except as hereafter permitted in this title and subject to all regulations and conditions enumerated in this title.
(Ord. 711 § 15 (part), 1995: prior zoning ord. § 221.020)
· 17.12.040 - Permitted uses.
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The permitted uses of the C zone are grouped into categories of similar uses rather than an exhaustive list of single uses. Extensive examples are given for purposes of clarifying the types of uses allowed by each category. In addition, specific exceptions and development requirements have been applied to certain categories of uses where concerns may arise as to their impact on neighboring properties and the visual attractiveness of the city as a whole. The following categories of uses are permitted in the C zone subject to any stated exceptions, development requirements, and approval of the site plan as follows:
A.
Existing Residential Uses. This category may continue to be used as a permitted use. Expansion of existing residential uses shall be limited to a cumulative total of no more than 500 square feet of floor area.
B.
Automobile, Motorcycle, Truck, Tractor and Boat Sales, Service, Repair, Accessories and Parts. This category includes but is not limited to motor vehicle dealerships; auto parts stores; tires, batteries and accessories stores; brake shops; muffler shops; radiator shops; repair shops, service stations, and similar uses. All repair activities shall be conducted within an enclosed building. Note: Auto repair uses and tire sales on lots within 300 feet of residentially zoned property shall be required to obtain a conditional use permit. (See Section 17.12.080A.)
This category does not include car washes; establishments engaged in the sale, rental, service or repair of heavy equipment; auto body and paint shops; auto upholstery shops; automobile impound yards; and similar uses.
C.
Churches, Religious, Fraternal or Social Organizations. This category includes but is not limited to churches, temples, convents, monasteries, and other places used exclusively for religious worship, and the customary incidental educational and social activities therewith; temporary tent revival meetings (operated at one particular location and provided such location is not within 300 feet of any public park, school or residential zone, and not longer than 7 days in any six-month period); fraternities; lodge halls; societies, and sororities.
This category does not include any use which could be construed as a privately owned business.
D.
Communication Facilities and Services, Public and Private. This category includes but is not limited to communications equipment, duplicating, faxing services, lithographers, microwave stations, photocopying, photo engravers, printers or publishers, radio and television broadcast studios, telegraph offices, telecommunication/telecommuting offices and similar computer communications network services, telephone repeater stations, and tourist information centers. Ground or roof mounted satellite antennae shall be screened from view.
This category does not include radio and television transmission towers or wireless telecommunication facilities. (See Section 17.40.640.)
E.
Eating and Drinking Establishments. This category includes but is not limited to restaurants, cafes, delicatessens, fast food operations, ice cream shops, and take-out food operations; any of which may include outdoor dining.
F.
Financial Institutions and Services. This category includes but is not limited to banks, credit unions, finance companies, savings and loans, and similar uses.
This category does not include pawnshops, establishments which conduct check cashing services for a fee or donation, or establishments which do not loan money as part of their business operations.
G.
Offices—Business, Government or Professional. This category includes but is not limited to general business offices; federal, state, county, city or special district offices, libraries and court facilities; associations; unions; and offices conducting accounting, dental, engineering, escrow, insurance, legal, medical, mortgage brokerage, real estate, security, and commodity brokerage, or similar professional services.
This category does not include bail bond services.
H.
Public Safety Facilities and Services. This category includes but is not limited to ambulance services, fire stations, highway patrol stations, police stations, and similar uses.
I.
Public Utilities. This category is limited to the following uses:
1.
Publicly owned uses necessary to the maintenance of the public health, safety, convenience and welfare;
2.
Water reservoirs, dams, treatment plants, gauging stations, pumping stations, tanks, wells, and any uses normal and appurtenant to the storage and distribution of water. Exception: This use is not subject to site plan review (Section 17.12.120).
J.
Recycling Facilities. This category is limited to reverse vending machines and is subject to the criteria and standards of Section 17.40.300.
K.
Rental Establishments. This category includes but is not limited to auto, clothing, equipment, furniture, hospital equipment, mini-storage, recreational vehicles, and similar rental uses.
This category does not include the rental of heavy equipment.
L.
Repair Services. This category includes but is not limited to appliance repair, gunsmiths, jewelry repair, locksmiths, shoe repair, watch repair, and similar repair services. All repairs shall be conducted within an enclosed building.
This category does not include the repair of automobiles or heavy equipment.
M.
Retail Sales Establishments. This category includes but is not limited to bona fide antique stores, apparel stores, appliance stores, bookstores (including used books), convenience market (without alcohol sales), craft stores, computer stores, department stores, grocery store/supermarket/drugstores (without alcohol sales), gift shops, hardware stores, jewelry stores, telephone stores, discounted and wholesale/warehouse type stores, and similar retail sales operations.
This category does not include adult-oriented businesses, , pawnshops, secondhand stores (does not include bona fide antique stores), surplus stores, and establishments engaged in the sale of heavy equipment, or establishments engaged in the sale of any item otherwise prohibited by law.
N.
Schools—Business and Professional. This category includes but is not limited to art, barber, beauty, dance, music, real estate, and similar schools.
This category does not include any school specializing in gymnastics, health and fitness services, manual training,* martial arts, shop work,* or training in the repair and maintenance of machinery or mechanical equipment.* (*See Section 17.16.040P.)
O.
Services—Business or Personal. This category includes but is not limited to adult day care, adult day health care, answering service, bail bond services, barber and beauty shops, check cashing, credit bureaus, family day care home (large and small), day care center, dry cleaners and laundries, mortuaries, moving and storage, parcel delivery terminals, tailors, and other similar services.
This category does not include services which are industrial in nature such as pest control, industrial gases and chemicals, and similar services.
P.
Other Uses. This category includes those uses which do not fall into any other C zone category, provided such uses are neither temporary, subject to director's review, nor uses subject to conditional use permit in this zone, and provided such uses are, in the opinion of the director, consistent with the purpose and intent of this zone and similar to other uses permitted herein.
(Ord. 896 § 1 (Exh. A § 5), 2008; Ord. 753 § 1 (Exh. A § 3), 1999; Ord. 711 § 15 (part), 1995: prior zoning ord. § 221.021)
(Ord. No. 1093 , § 4(Exh. A), 10-11-2022)

