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t Ave_.v N Democrat photo by Danny Richardson
: THE MYSTERY DAGGER— Mrs. Annabelle
Maxle displays an ancient Spanish dagger that
Was found In a fireplace wall at King’s Tavern,
Blongside three skelefons,, In [932. Tt]e lewel-
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e ‘'m! er) agger"Ti ck 'on displa) ;? King's Tavern

ere curious diners can gaze at the bejeweled relic.
: Mrs. Annabelle Maxie, owner of the dagger, recently
Ipaned it back to King's Tavern following a study by
ﬂ\e Mississippi Department of Archives.

: She sald the archives department had determined that the f
dagger was of Spanish origin. I
= Made of brass, the dagger has an Ivory handle inlaid with : i Y
l:wcls :
1 It was found In 1932 when repairs were being made on the
uilding and a fireplace collapsed.

The dagger, rlong with three skeltons were unearthed,
l;mng’a Tavern, the oldesthouse in Natchez, is owned by thes
\Igrimage.Garden Club and-is now #% restavarant. -
i When the Tavern was first opened several years ago, Mrs.
Naxie loaned the dagger and several other heirlooms to the
o]ub for display.

:To this day, no one seems to know the exact story about B |
how the dagger got in the wall or who owned it. :

Zlizabeth Cralg, chalrman of King's Tavern, delights in B !
télling tourists that the dagger belonged to ‘‘an infampus
Spanish nobleman who murdered several people with p\e
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|sa: blade."
1 21ts a beautiful antlque," says Mrs Cralg, "*We keep it l? a 13
asc hanging in the dining room. ' 3 V

S

¢
) ¢
] v

5 3L A A A AR S LA AAb AR b ekt iind

R R R T




