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As part of a state-required analysis
of housing needs in cities across Cali-
- fornia, the City of Indio must plan on
adding 7,812 new housing units by
2029, though issues stemming from
the COVID-19 pandemic could make
that a difficult task.
 Used since 1969, the Housing Ele-
ment analysis serves to outline how a
city can meet its Regional Housing
Needs Allocation, a state-mandated
process that determines the number of
housing units cities must plan for over
a set period of time.

“The Housing Element contains
goals, policies and actions to address
the comprehensive housing needs of
all current and anticipated residents

‘across all income levels for the next
eight years,” said Erika Van Sickle of
- Dudek, the consulting firm hired by
the city to help draft the Housing Ele-
- ment, in a presentation during
Wednesday'’s city council meeting.
‘Van Sickle broke down Indio’s
" housing allocation numbers, showing
that of the 7,812 new units necessary,
2,963 must be lower-income units;
1,315 should be moderate-income units
and 3,534 can be above moderate-in-
come units. She added that the total
figure did not include a “recommended
buffer,” of 15% to 30% additional low-
er- and moderate-income units need-
ed to ensure that there is enough ca-
' paclty throughout the Housing Ele-

See HOUSING, ge 15A






