
C-3 ZONING 

C-3 zoning in San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, refers to a commercial zoning designation that allows 
for a wide range of commercial activities. This zoning classification is part of the city's Unified 
Development Code (UDC), which outlines the permissible uses and regulations for land within the city. 

Key Features of C-3 Zoning: 

1. Permitted Uses: 
o Retail Establishments: Stores, shops, and markets that sell goods directly to consumers. 
o Service Businesses: Businesses that provide services directly to customers, such as hair 

salons, dry cleaners, and repair shops. 
o Office Buildings: Professional, administrative, or business offices. 
o Restaurants and Bars: Dining establishments, including those that serve alcohol. 
o Entertainment Venues: Theaters, cinemas, and other venues for live performances or 

public gatherings. 
o Hotels and Motels: Temporary lodging facilities. 

2. Conditional Uses: 
o Certain uses may be allowed under specific conditions or may require a special use permit. 

This could include uses that might have more significant impacts on the surrounding area, 
such as nightclubs or larger entertainment venues. 

3. Development Standards: 
o Height Restrictions: Regulations on the maximum height of buildings. 
o Setback Requirements: Minimum distances that buildings must be set back from property 

lines or streets. 
o Lot Coverage: Limits on the percentage of the lot that can be covered by buildings. 
o Parking Requirements: Minimum number of parking spaces that must be provided based 

on the type and size of the use. 
o Signage: Regulations on the size, type, and placement of signs. 

4. Design Standards: 
o Guidelines to ensure that developments are aesthetically pleasing and compatible with the 

surrounding area. This could include requirements for landscaping, building materials, and 
architectural features. 

5. Compatibility with Surrounding Uses: 
o Measures to ensure that C-3 developments are compatible with adjacent residential or less 

intensive commercial uses. This might include buffering requirements, such as landscaping 
or walls, to mitigate potential impacts like noise or traffic. 

6. Environmental Considerations: 
o Regulations to manage the environmental impact of development, such as stormwater 

management, waste disposal, and pollution control. 
7. Special Considerations: 

o Additional rules may apply based on the specific location within the city, such as 
proximity to historic districts or overlay zones that have unique regulations. 

C-3 zoning is designed to accommodate a diverse range of commercial activities, promoting economic 
development while ensuring that developments are compatible with the surrounding community and 
infrastructure. For specific details and the most current regulations, it's advisable to consult the City of 
San Antonio's Unified Development Code or contact the Development Services Department. 


