
A Thriving Community of 16,000 in Northwest Illinois
Located along the scenic Rock River in northwestern Illinois, Dixon is a 
thriving community of 16,000, and serves as the county seat of Lee County. 
At the hub of four major highways and one interstate, Dixon is the economic 
center of the county and an important focus for agriculture, industry, 
service, retail, recreation and residential growth.
Dixon’s history dates back to 1828 when Joseph Ogee settled at the site of 
what is now known as Dixon. Two years later, “Father” John Dixon came to 
the area, purchased Ogee’s land claims and continued the establishment 
of a settlement by operating a ferry across the beautiful Rock River.
  Abraham Lincoln
In 1832, a young Abraham Lincoln marched up the Rock River Valley at the 
head of the Sangamon County Volunteers. He and his troops were mustered 
in at Fort Dixon to fight in the Blackhawk Indian Wars. Fort Dixon was located 
on the north bank of the Rock River, and the spot is now marked with a 
bronze statue of Lincoln.
Ronald Reagan
It is hard to think of Dixon without associating the name of her most famous 
son, Ronald Wilson Reagan. The former President is well-known for calling 
Dixon his hometown, and he spent his formative years in Dixon attending its 
schools and spending summers as a lifeguard at the Lowell Park Beach. 
Dixon was instrumental in forming the character of our 40th President. Today, 
a number of Reagan sites, including the Ronald Reagan Boyhood Home, 
are visited by many thousands as popular tourist attractions.
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Lee County, the City of Dixon and local schools add nearly 950 
more jobs in public sector employment. KSB Hospital and Raynor 
are Dixon’s largest private employers. 
Raynor manufactures and distributes industrial, commercial and 
residential garage doors and openers around the world. Dixon is 
home to UPM Raflatac Inc., Spectrum Brands, Bay Valley, Bonnell 
Industries Inc., BorgWarner Inc., Dixon Direct, Do It Best, Donaldson 
Company and Plews, Inc.
The Dixon Area Chamber manages the Lee County Industrial 
Development Association to facilitate retention and recruitment 
activities for the county. The Lee County Enterprise Zone provides 
incentives to businesses locating in Dixon and in the LCIDA-
industrial parks.

• Dixon, IL population: 16,000
• Lee County population: 36,031
• Dixon is the county seat of Lee County
• Largest Employers:

• KSB Hospital
• Dixon Correctional Center
• Raynor Garage Doors
• Borg Warner
• Spectrum Brands
• UPM Raflatac
• Bay Valley
• Do It Best Hardware
• Bonnell Industries Inc.
• Donaldson Company
• Plews, Inc.
• Dixon & Lee County Government
• Dixon School District
• Crest Foods

FACTS & OTHER INFORMATION



There is a full interchange for Dixon just next to the site at I-88 and Galena Ave. (IL Route 
26). The project is directly across the street from a Walmart Supercenter.

Dixon is a regional employment hub and is part of two fast growing distribution and 
warehousing and food processing districts: one is I-88 West and the other, the I-39 Logistics 
Corridor. The biggest industries are healthcare and government. Healthcare employs over 
1,700, while government jobs approach 1,500. The Dixon Correctional Center employs over 600 
workers, as does the Department of Transportation. KSB Hospital has nearly 1,000 employees. 
Dixon has many industries employing thousands of the region's residents. The largest are 
Raynor Garage Doors, Donaldson Inc., Borg Warner, and Spectrum Brands. Fifteen miles away 
in Ashton, Crest Foods employs over 600. 

Facts & Figures
Dixon City Population: 16,000
Lee County Population: 36,031
Dixon MSA Population: 33,986
Dixon MSA Employees: 15,380
Ave. HH Income: $76,937
Total HH Expenditures: $809M
Retail Expenditures: $383M
Food & Beverage Expenditures: $120M
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/thumb/6/65/Walgreens_Logo.svg/535px-Walgreens_Logo.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Walgreens_Logo.svg&h=119&w=535&sz=20&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=05_jESupA2cZQM:&tbnh=29&tbnw=132&prev=/images?q=Walgreens+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.autozonecares.com/images_style/AutoZoneLogo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.autozonecares.com/&h=15&w=131&sz=6&tbnid=oaAjpPLOVSkJ:&tbnh=15&tbnw=131&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=3
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.acehardwarelaramie.com/images/ace_hardware_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.acehardwarelaramie.com/&h=109&w=172&sz=34&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=fOM4Ae9LLqKECM:&tbnh=63&tbnw=100&prev=/images?q=Ace+Hardware+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vfwfoundation.org/images/subPage/partners/partners_Hallmark_%20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vfwfoundation.org/partners_hallmark.aspx?main=5&smain=p12&h=904&w=2222&sz=203&hl=en&start=3&usg=__tbUCGz12fckEjss0N8hxFIKkHa0=&tbnid=z-gKVkHmypdPzM:&tbnh=61&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=Hallmark+Cards+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.prairienet.org/bottenfieldpta/Graphics/county_market_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.prairienet.org/bottenfieldpta/fundraising.php&h=187&w=329&sz=24&hl=en&start=1&usg=__c6R2AgGkD98A71_izGrvFJpoUrY=&tbnid=I80ysJegyBhPxM:&tbnh=68&tbnw=119&prev=/images?q=County+Market+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static.seekingalpha.com/wp-content/seekingalpha/images/gamestop.logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://seekingalpha.com/article/6420-gamestop-s-eye-popping-revenues-from-used-game-sales-gme-erts-atvi-thqi&h=70&w=200&sz=9&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=SKwHCOnyS_zsqM:&tbnh=36&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=GameStop+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ehappylife.com/media/DollarTreeLogo.png&imgrefurl=http://www.ehappylife.com/custom/retailshoppingstores03.html&h=100&w=158&sz=9&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=hd_NkGP8TcVndM:&tbnh=61&tbnw=97&prev=/images?q=Dollar+Tree+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.shopmercermall.com/Logo%20Shield%20300.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.shopmercermall.com/whatsnew.html&h=120&w=300&sz=17&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=4wUWUj3J5TUsqM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=116&prev=/images?q=Maurices+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://c66.yellowpages.com/displaygif/ypc/MN/12/MN36012.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.yellowpages.com/San_Francisco-CA/Cellular-Telephone-Equipment-Supplies&h=65&w=270&sz=7&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=gyE3aoVmadtZ9M:&tbnh=27&tbnw=113&prev=/images?q=US+Cellular+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.edmontonacmilan.com/graphics/GreatClipLogo%20(Good).gif&imgrefurl=http://www.edmontonacmilan.com/&h=161&w=451&sz=5&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=yPU2rVs3ViHyTM:&tbnh=45&tbnw=127&prev=/images?q=Great+Clips+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.247pizzas.com/Pizza-hut-logo__red.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.247pizzas.com/Pizza_Hut.htm&h=110&w=109&sz=15&tbnid=SAmWrGfmm08J:&tbnh=110&tbnw=109&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&cd=2
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.masgrafx.com/masgrafxracing/modules/Downloads/shots/temp/2792.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.masgrafx.com/masgrafxracing/modules.php?op=modload&name=Downloads&file=index&req=viewsdownload&sid=407&h=189&w=601&sz=27&hl=en&start=3&tbnid=RJXT6dwElK_e1M:&tbnh=42&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=Tractor+Supply+Company+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://club.anytimefitness.com/clubs/findlayohio/images/AnytimeFitnessLogo.gif&imgrefurl=http://club.anytimefitness.com/clubs/findlayohio/&usg=__N9fRHHbNtkDdor-I4Cxt_DWa6yk=&h=174&w=757&sz=9&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=TUFNpmWHTicqRM:&tbnh=33&tbnw=142&prev=/images?q=Anytime+Fitness+Logo&hl=en&um=1
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.coriolisresearch.com/images/aldi_logo.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.coriolisresearch.com/research.html&h=104&w=85&sz=7&hl=en&start=3&usg=__Nnc4Pc_XQnlwFAVBnKxgBisGx54=&tbnid=4yUtMkUtDSaHHM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=69&prev=/images?q=Aldi+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.valleymusicacademy.org/walmart%20logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.valleymusicacademy.org/sponsor.html&h=49&w=158&sz=5&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=rJOj0lM3RJQZ4M:&tbnh=30&tbnw=97&prev=/images?q=Wal-Mart+Supercenter+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.intomobile.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/03/verizon.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.intomobile.com/2007/03/29/verizon-bets-6bn-on-voip-and-video-calling.html&h=277&w=411&sz=16&hl=en&start=9&tbnid=pC48_EZjKnr1yM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=125&prev=/images?q=Verizon+logo&gbv=2&hl=en&sa=G
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http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mammothpet.com/res/images/retail/logo_pet_supplies_plus.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.mammothpet.com/retailers.asp&usg=__8qVKGyyN32_72lBYDbXLO1BWj-w=&h=65&w=184&sz=7&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=nNlMe-uRmWujWM:&tbnh=36&tbnw=102&prev=/images?q=Pet+Supplies+Plus+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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