
~ WELCOME TO S EARSPORT 

I n 1770. Scar:;pon. 10000ated on the wc"tcm shore of 
PcnobscOl Bay. ncar il s head. wa., pan of the larg­

er Frankfort Planlatilln ;m~a known a, W I 

Pro ·pcCI. Only 23 famlll'~ lIved here. After the 
Rc olutionary War. coa'>lal trade fa tered ... hip 
budding. and the populalion began 1 grow. hen 
th' village of We.,1 Pr 'pe(1 petItioned the Maine 

tate gi lalUrc t ' set olT as a $cp .. ralc town. the 
pelition wa.:. granlco. and the Mea wa, in 'orporated 
as th.e Town of Searspon 011 throary 13 , I:) 5. Thc 
lawn fathers . hoping or 3 rclat ion:-.hip Ihal would I:x: 
pmfilable in the fUlUre, n ~lI ned the new town for 
David Se.ars. J wcalrhy summ('r rc 'ident on Sears 
Island . Mr. Sears "ave the I wn ·1 000 for the COIl­

slruclion of a Town Hall (lnci donated hi;.: personal 
libnHY which b~eame the fi rst town public library. 
However. he wa . displeased wilh (he appearance of 
the completed Town Hall saying il looked like a 
powderhousc. and Ihe relationship cnded. 

Main Sireet In /, 75. 

For rhe beller pan of the 19'" cemury, the Sear­
sport shores were busy with ship building and sup­
poning indutric:-. Close to (he shipyard ' were 
steam sheds for bending timber and planking. black­
smith shops, an iron foundry and a sail loft. Over 
200 sa iling v('~ se ls of different rigs were built in 
some 13 different shipyard ' on Ih hall' mile of 
shore fTOnt eXlending from Ihe ~ I of pre - nl day 
Navy St reet 10 the foo! of Lea h SlreCL 

One large shipyard \Va:; siluated 011 the we"l side 
of Sears Island. Another. the Merrithew Yard Wa." 
located at the foot of - 1m Street. Th McGil ery 
family operaled Ihree _ ard:..: olher familie l<. such as 

Ihe Carvers. Fowlers ann Smith~ . all owned produe­
tive yClIds. Somtl imes a family would build a yard 
for just one ship. . 

The.'e vessels were not only Searspon built. but 
Searspon oWlled ;l!\ well. Of len Ihe Captain. the 
builder and the 10li.l1 cilizcn~ (lwncd shares. Searsport 
produced more shi p masters th an any lown of simiJar 
size in the Uni led Slale~. In 1885 one tenth of all full 
rigged ~h ips sai lill~ under the mcrican flag were 
commanded by Searspon Capt3in~. 

The erd of sail ended a\)()ur 1900 when ship huild­
ing Ie.dmol gy changed to l-tc;un and metal. The 
yarcL<; were u:-;cd 10 moor l-nlall fis hin g VC$~c1~ or 
allowed (0 disinte rale inlo Ihe ""'<1. while Olher 
indu~(ries look their place . 

In this transition period . Ihe Bangor and AroOSI­
ook R:l il road had eXlended its line 10 Seilrsport and 
bujlt a wharf al rvlm:k Point. ;11 rhe- i' ot of Trundy 
Road. From h'TC Ihey sh i pJ~ coal. r;hcmicals :Ind 
fert ilizer. TIley also had passe ngcr service. and (or a 
while. there was a vaCdion inn located within walk­
ing dif\ lanct.' or the rai l tenninal. In thesc yt:ars. rhe 
~ tern SI '"mship Li n ' Jacked at tht; fo I or Sld Ill' 

boal Avenue so Iheir passenger, could di);clllbark iJlld 
walk to the fine Sear!)port I-louse on Main Street 
where Ihey could enjoy Ihe area and irs lobster and 
Jam '. During World War II. a unir of rhe Army 

Transportation C rps ~urcr\'iscd a munitions depol 
al th Point. and ammunition wa~ shipped to the 
European TIlC;lter. 

By Ihe 1900's brid:mak ing ..... ".'> 31\0 ;U1lmport ant 

indu try. I Ihul \\ a·\ needed to 111:t~C orick!, ..... Ul- a 
banI-.. of InC cl ay and a ~uurcc f \ ·<lIer. bolh of 
which were ca:-.ily availaOIe . Lumber and g.rain mill:­
were built lX:'ldc Ihe sl 'Ull1'. . and :-111311 faclorie.., 
producing 3nou - 11 ' 111 "ueh a 1l.Iov\.:., provided 
employment. The gri~t mill loc:lI\.:d n the r..'l ill 
Stream wa.<; convenc<.l In a lumhc mill JO the ' 
year!) and produced large amount-. of lumber for 
xpon. Bdor' ~lectnc refngeration . icc t;U( from 

frozcn pond1o wa" pat' ked in ... " ..... du:-( and ..,hipped all 
over the world. 

In 19_3. Mosman Park wa: om ially dcdiciltcd . 
signaling rht' suet' ' S:- of a group of privale citiz'n, 
who purchased (h property in order 10 as"urc con­
tinued act;CSS for the publ ie. he Cour acres nf Ii ' Id:­
and shorcfront Ian I at Ihe ft lot or Water and Mos­
man IreCIS which had be ' n used by t(lWIlSP ' pIe a:-­
a sw immin • and rccn:alion sile fo r det:aclcs Ih rough 
the gene rosity of the Mosman fam ily. has k 'pI it:; 
fi elds intact. while a<.ldi ng a ~1l1 i111 playground for 
young children as well as :> tcps Icatl in 10 the shore . 

A heavy iron ring 'mix: Ided in a rock on Ih ea ... t­
em edge of the Park remain. a~ an anifacI of the 
MeG il v ry .,h ipyartl \ Itich wa:- ju~t below on the 
belch . A mcmori al slone dedicated 1(> th Sean-pon 
men \ ho fough l in WWI is placed [)e.<;iJe Ihe Park 's 
l1 agpole. E;l\.:h Mcmoriul Oay townspeople gather 
10 c asl a wrc;l lh inlo the Ix\y" "Tap "cchoc~ J ross 
the harbor. 

Today. n ' W pier~ il lld mot/ern cranes accomOlO­
dat' larger \.:ontaincr and prepackage ships al Mark 
P in l. ourisl" arrive hy automobile insl~a<.l or by 
lilcamship no railroad . . ' ' anopon remainl-. proud of 
its ~eilfaring h ·ritage. h' Town conlinue" 10 value 
the nc\!'o ind tJ ~ I f)' . lh' :-hops and hom , in i t ~ hislOri ' 
di~lrictl- . the fine mu,\cum,. the beauliful coa::.[linl' 
and ri h ~l11all - own communil, li(e. 


